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U.P. Budget Session:
Opposition disrupts
Governor’s Address

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Budget Ses-
sion began on Monday on a
stormy note, with Samaj-
wadi Party (SP) legislators
staging a protest, highlight-
ing issues such as the spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls, UGC reg-

ulations, inflation, and
unemployment.
The uproar began when

Governor Anandiben Patel
began her address in the
House even as the Opposi-
tion leaders shouted slo-
gans including “Governor
go back”.

After Ms Patel’s speech,
Finance Minister Suresh
Khanna presented the Eco-
nomic Survey, outlining an
investment-led  growth

strategy to position the
State as a $1 trillion econo-
my. This is the first time
the State has presented a

Hlmng out at the go-
vernment, Bahujan Samaj
Party president Mayawati
said people from all sec-
tions of society are dis-
tressed due to the Aditya-
nath government’s poor
policies.

U.P. Budget Session: Opposition
disrupts Governor’s Address

IR U gofe IF: faues = vsaura &
SFHUTYOT § SgaUT= STl

o Uttar Pradesh Budget Session began on
Monday on a stormy note, with Samajwadi Party
(SP) legislators staging a protest, highlighting issues
such as the special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, UGC
regulations, inflation, and
unemployment.

IR UG & §oic 99 JHAR
DI FHER YB3 & I &
BT, o qHTSTaTd urdt
(SP) & faumgesl 7 fally e
fan 3R et Arvmaferal
& IR g ARIEI (SIR),
uGc fafaaw, v iR
éﬂmﬁ@ﬁﬁz‘rﬁm|

. The uproar began when Governor
Anandiben Patel began her address in the House
even as the Opposition leaders shouted slogans
including “Governor go back”.

BT 79 Y= g3 II9 IoquTd Tdia= ued - dad

T 3T STYUTIOT = foan, Safes faueall Ad1 “Governor go back” Y TR I A

o After Ms Patel’s speech, Finance Minister Suresh Khanna presented the Economic
Survey, outlining an investment-led growth strategy to position the State as a $1 trillion

economy.

gt ged & U1 & a1, fom Wit ge=r @an A i wderur uRqa foran, foras I & $1
%ﬁ%a@wn%wﬁwﬁawﬁ%%uﬁﬂmmmﬂa%mwﬁﬁaﬁr@mﬁ
|

e This is the first time the State has presented a review before tabling the Budget Session.
Ig Ugell IR § O Isd A Toie I U I3 J U5 Teh e Ud &1 3|

e Speaking to reporters, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said he hoped for constructive
discussions to ensure smooth functioning of the House.
TAHRI U 910 Hd gU, GEIwAt anft nfeemry = &gl for a8 Ta-iTeTsd gataff & 3 axd
& 1 e BT TS Wara AT fbar o gab |

o “If any member has to raise any issue, then they can hold a dialogue, because the
government believes in dialogue to resolve problems.”

I forell T B IS GeT I&HI 8, <1 d AT B Thd ¢, Ffh WBHR JHTSH & TATYH
¥ fore Hare # Ay B 217

e Hitting out at the government, Bahujan Samaj Party president Mayawati said people from all
sections of society are distressed due to the Adityanath government’s poor policies.
WRBR TR AT Ted §U, Tgoi-1 THTS YTl ST 3femef Araradt - Fel o arer & qaft at
& TN SMAATY TR BT WRIF el & HROT IR
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Delhi Police to investigate

:Eih ﬁi Eiﬁﬁqég book
e Delhi Police on Monday took cognisance of a

pre-print copy of the controversial book Four
Stars of Destiny, authored by General Manoj
Naravane (retd), being circulated online. The
Special Cell has registered a case and taken up
investigation into the purported leak of the copy.
It was also reported that necessary clearance for
publication of the book was yet to be received
from the relevant authorities. In a separate
statement, Penguin Random House India said the
book has not gone into publication and no copies
have been published, distributed, or sold. The
publisher added that it “shall be exercising
remedies available in law against the illegal and
unauthorised dissemination of the book”.

Delhi Police to investigate leak of
Naravane’s book

gmwﬁﬁw%mﬁm

e The Delhi Police on Monday took cognisance of a
pre-print copy of the controversial book Four Stars of
Destiny, authored by General Manoj Naravane (retd),
being circulated online.

faeeht gfer = WHaR & S Ra WA ARaur
(@artge) gR1 fafed faaed geie Bk TRt 8w
it o1 vii-file ufa & sifars= TuR &1 I3 fom
e The Special Cell has registered a case and taken
up investigation into the purported leak of the copy.

WA VA 3 BT 1P B! AR HATHAT &oif DR o
= PR R

¢ |t was also reported that necessary clearance for

publication of the book was yet to be received from the

relevant authorities.
gg i garn 71 f& Gide & UHTRH Bt SATaaD
SrgAfa it Tafdra uTRRreon & o g g2 &

¢ In a separate statement, Penguin Random House

India said the book has not gone into publication and no copies have been published,

distributed, or sold.

TS T §H | WG ISH 8139 3T A H81 b [ HT UPBTRA 81 g34T § 3R TPt
oig ot ufa yaiiRra, faafya ar st =t 73 31

The publisher added that it “shall be exercising remedies available in law against the illegal

and unauthorised dissemination of the book”.

TSRS - T8 ot F81 fh 98 Te & 31y 3R SFfUPd TR & A ST & Suersy

IUTl BT ITIRT BT

Thailand’s ruling party readies for

coalition talks after election win

Thailand’s ruling party readies for
coalition talks after election win

YATdI Siid & 91¢ YRS B ARG UTel
TSaY ardl &1 durRt &

. Thailand faced a realignment of
conservative politics on Monday after Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul’s Bhumjaithai Party
won a stronger-than-expected general election
victory, with coalition talks to start in the coming

B YyAryTs urdf ot
aﬁmﬁﬁwwmﬁﬂa%w@w

ﬁu@gﬁwﬁa@ﬂﬁﬁrmgﬂﬁmé@ﬁaﬁ

Thailand faced a realignment of conservative politics on Monday '&Eﬂ GhT 3 ma- ﬁ:ﬁ- pui oY aﬁf [ Eﬁ%{ qreit

after Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul’s Bhumjaithai Party won a % |
stronger-than-expected general election victory, with coalition talks

to start in the coming days. With 94% of votes counted, Bhumjaithai @ With 94% of votes counted, Bhumjaithai
was way ahead of its rivals, securing 192 of the 500 seats. REUTERS was way ahead of its rivals, securing 192 of the 500

seats.

;ggﬂgﬁm&mu, YASYTS 39 Ufagfadt & STt o It 3R 500 H J 192 e
|
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SC rejects plea against curbs on prayer at Madurai dargah

HX TS B TH R YRIeY ¥ Raeme afiet st sc 3 @it fsan

SC rejects plea against curbs
on prayer at Madurai dargah

Petition challenges Madras HC order restricting namaz at Thirupparankundram hill dargah in

Madurai district to Ramzan and Bakrid days; top court says it won' interfere with the HC order

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court,
T on Monday, re-
fused to entertain a

challenge to Madras High
Court orders restricting
the conduct of prayer, in-
cluding namaz, at Nellith-
oppu area of the Sikkandar
Badhusha Avuliya Dargah,
located atop the Thiruppa-
rankundram hill in Madu-
rai district of Tamil Nadu,
to Ramzan and Bakrid fes-
tival days alone.

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Justice
Aravind Kumar, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appear-
ing for petitioner Imam
Hussain, said the High
Court’s finding that “Mo-
hammedans could be per-
mitted to offer their
prayers in Neilithoppu
area during Ramzan and
Bakrid festival days alone...
without disturbing the tra-
ditional footsteps which
lead to Kasi Vishwanathar
Temple” had crossed the
“constitutional boundary”.

The petition said the
High Court had merely en-
dorsed a peace committee
understanding with regard
to performance of namaz
at  Nellithoppu during
Ramzan and Bakrid.

“The High Court took
this situational compro-
mise meant to avert law
and order issues and ele-
vated it into a permanent
judicial rule that prayer
should be confined to
Ramzan and Bakrid alone.
It is submitted that a tem-

The petition challenged the High Court’s finding that the practice of
offering namaz was only of a ‘recent origin’. FILE PHOTO

porary understanding
reached in an administra-
tive meeting cannot crys-
tallise into a Constitutional
ceiling on religious prac-
tice,” Mr. Bhushan argued.

He submitted from the
petition that the High
Court, without pointing to
any specific statutory auth-
ority, dictated the occa-
sions on which namaz, an
“essential religious prac-
tice”, could be observed.

The petition challenged
the High Court’s finding
that the practice of offering
namaz was only of a “re-
cent origin”.

“Neither Article 25 (free-
dom of religion) nor settled
Constitutional  jurispru-
dence required proof for
‘recognised essential reli-
gious practice’ from time-
immemorial as a condition
precedent for protection.
It is submitted that the only
requirement is to deter-
mine whether the practice/

ritual is bona fide, religious
in character, and not pro-
hibited by law,” the peti-
tion countered.

The High Court, the
plea challenged, had con-
cluded that a large number
of persons offering namaz
and prayers would ob-
struct the pathway leading
to the Kasi Viswanathar
Temple and encroach
upon other portions of the
temple premises, thereby
resulting in a violation of a
civil court decree passed
over a century ago on Au-
gust 25,1923.

The October 10, 2025 or-
der was passed by a third
judge after a Division of the
High Court gave a split
view on June 24, 2025 re-
garding the restrictions on
the offering of namaz.

The petition, which was
dismissed after a short
hearing, submitted in the
apex court that the limita-
tion placed by the High

Court through its October
10 decision on the offering
of the “well-recognised es-
sential religious practice of
Islam, namely namaz, to
only two occasions in a
year at the Nellithoppu
area owned by the Dargah/
Mosque Committee, even
though believers offer na-
maz every day” was arbi-
trary and contrary to the
breadth of Article 25,
which protects the contin-
uous practice and manifes-
tation of faith”.

“We do not propose to
interfere with the im-
pugned order without ex-
pressing any opinion with
regard to the rights of the
parties, the Special Leave
Petition stands dismissed,”
the Supreme Court order
said.

The petitioner said that
he was a regular worship-
per at the Hazarath Sultan
Sikkandar Badhusha Avuli-
ya Dargah and the adjoin-
ing prayer space at Neliith-
oppu. The High Court
orders, he alleged, had ef-
fectively barred him from
offering namaz at the Neli-
ithoppu area.

“By confining prayer at
Neilithoppu area to two
festival days, the High
Court order of October 10
impermissibly ~ abridges
equality before law by dis-
proportionately burdening
one community. It violates
dignity and personal liber-
ty by compelling adherents
to suppress their religious
identity except on desig-
nated days...,” the petition
said.

SC rejects plea against curbs on prayer at Madurai dargah

AGY SNE W 9 R ufade & fGamw arfaet &Y sc = @rive faan

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

SC rejects plea against curbs on prayer at Madurai dargah
AgR TG H F9TS IR faey & RIars anferest 1 SC = @ik fa
Petition challenges Madras High Court order restricting namaz at Thirupparankundram hill
dargah in Madurai district to Ramzan and Bakrid days; top court says it won’t interfere with
the HC order.

ATfIhT H HETH GIRPIC &b I 1A I A 41 715 8, orad agy foret & forur s ugst
TG § AUTH $! Had THAM R IHlg & o1 b i fovan man §; =i srerera A wg1 fs
a8 HC 3T # §XA&Y g1 Bl |
The Supreme Court, on Monday, refused to entertain a challenge to Madras High Court
orders restricting the conduct of prayer, including namaz, at Nellithoppu area of the
Sikkandar Badhusha Avuliya Dargah, located atop the Thirupparankundram hill in
Madurai district of Tamil Nadu, to Ramzan and Bakrid festival days alone.

A B 7 THAR B! A9 STSBIE S 37 3 BT T &1 F STPR PR fear, o
aftrerrg & agy foret & foruRean el W fRd Rider agam sigferar eme &
ety & o TS Tftd Wl o) Fraet THA SR PG & JIERI dd Hd faar g
Appearing before a Bench headed by Justice Aravind Kumar, advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for petitioner Imam Hussain, said the High Court’s finding that
“Mohammedans could be permitted to offer their prayers in Neilithoppu area during Ramzan
and Bakrid festival days alone... without disturbing the traditional footsteps which lead to Kasi
Vishwanathar Temple” had crossed the “constitutional boundary”.
Arayfd 3Rfde FHR Bt sremerdr areht s & THe U 8 gU, ATRIbTehd! SHTH g9 31 3R
Y SfIGaT URITd YUUT 3 F5T b GRSIC BT T8 Fshy o “Guaam| &1 Had I 3R i
& ot & eciieg e & vnfn ot orgafa < o W ©... dTfes SN fagamR iR 3t ok oM
I URURe Anf | a1 7 o, «Haut e W $1 Iecud Rl g
The petition said the High Court had merely endorsed a peace committee understanding
with regard to performance of namaz at Nellithoppu during Ramzan and Bakrid.

Tfards! B BT 741 fh BISPIC A had THAT 3R Bilg b SR Aea 4y & T B AdhR
T wifa afufa &) v o) & Wer fFar gl
“The High Court took this situational compromise meant to avert law and order issues and
elevated it into a permanent judicial rule that prayer should be confined to Ramzan and
Bakrid alone. It is submitted that a temporary understanding reached in an administrative
meeting cannot crystallise into a Constitutional ceiling on religious practice,” Mr. Bhushan
argued.

YU = o [T foh BTSPIC A HIIH-SaRIT B! AT I 59 & ol 94 39 uiRfufaer=a
TG B! U RITN =1 e & sea faan & unfAr daa 70w ik sl o it G|
g Uqd foan an i fonddt vt do o s+ St wwer e sierur R WaurfRe
e o ufkafia =8t 8t gl
He submitted from the petition that the High Court, without pointing to any specific statutory
authority, dictated the occasions on which namaz, an “essential religious practice”, could
be observed.

I AT & ATeIH J HET b gTsbIc A [t fafRkry denfare wiftres=or 1 Seera fov fomm
Tg 77 PR e b T, St ueb “3ifrard enfifes ameRvur &, b1 Sraeri W @1 o Tebeh |
The petition challenged the High Court’s finding that the practice of offering namaz was only
of a “recent origin”.
g@wﬁg@ﬁé%wﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂé%mmﬁaﬁuw% “gTd P IR

I

“Neither Article 25 (freedom of religion) nor settled Constitutional jurisprudence required
proof for ‘recognised essential religious practice’ from time immemorial as a condition
precedent for protection. It is submitted that the only requirement is to determine whether the
practice/ritual is bona fide, religious in character, and not prohibited by law,” the petition
countered.
grferesT B &gl 1 {6 7 Y 3rgedg 25 (U @) Tae=ran) iR 7 g wifta Waurf=e <uma=me
g AT HRl ¢ b fodl W= wed Sif=ramd enfifes waur & fow ofe o1 9 9 o1 3@ 8 &1
THIUN STIRTD Bl | Had T8 @ ST § b 98 U1 Hegra-mgul, «1fifes Wy &1 g1 3iR ST
R AR T8
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e The High Court, the plea challenged, had concluded that a large number of persons offering
namaz and prayers would obstruct the pathway leading to the Kasi Viswanathar Temple and
encroach upon other portions of the temple premises, thereby resulting in a violation of a civil
court decree passed over a century ago on August 25, 1923.
iyt § g ) 71 b BIEdIE 3 T8 e Repran ot i oSt e & i gRT T 3R
AT 3 O HIRM AR wieR &t 3iR o ara Ant sfawg g1 SR AR uReR & 3=
ol R SifcshauT G, oY 25 3RRA 1923 HI UTRd T |t & 3if¥e R Rifda oid &
et &1 Iecio g

e The October 10, 2025 order was passed by a third judge after a Division Bench of the High
Court gave a split view on June 24, 2025 regarding the restrictions on the offering of namaz.

10 SMFEER 2025 HT T TH aRIR AT gRT URka fo5an a1, 59 gIsahic o fSdieq a9
9 24 §F 2025 D! THE W Ufddy I b fawfora aa fear an

e The petition, which was dismissed after a short hearing, submitted in the apex court that the
limitation placed by the High Court through its October 10 decision on the offering of the
“well-recognised essential religious practice of Islam, namely namaz,” to only two
occasions in a year at the Nellithoppu area owned by the Dargah/Mosque Committee,
even though believers offer namaz every day, was arbitrary and contrary to the breadth of
Article 25, which protects the continuous practice and manifestation of faith.
fere gars & a8 WIRS &1 TS aferest B i srerad & &l M1 foh IR HIE & 10 SagaR &
fofa gRT swa @Y gfaema sifard anffe wur, srufa Tam9, &1 g me aftfd &
W aTel AU &5 T Had a1d | g1 aERI d AITHd BT, SIaids I ufafes
TAS Ugd &, H-THTT ¢ 3R 36 25 B 3 ATUHA & [98G & o SMTRAT & FARaR vy
IR rfreafa &t e w1 B

¢ “We do not propose to interfere with the impugned order without expressing any opinion with
regard to the rights of the parties, the Special Leave Petition stands dismissed,” the
Supreme Court order said.

g S & MR T g1 T, “gH faarfaa me=r & ey $-A &1 Ud gl 3@ 3R
TRl & SMfIPRI R H13 7T Fad fort famr faRiw srgufa afiret & @il fear s g 17

e The petitioner said that he was a regular worshipper at the Hazarath Sultan Sikkandar
Badhusha Avuliya Dargah and the adjoining prayer space at Neliithoppu.
et 3 H8T {5 I8 ToRd GeaT RAPHeR agT SgferdT g 3R I Te AceH Iy &
T =id R ferafia U 8|

e The High Court orders, he alleged, had effectively barred him from offering namaz at the
Neliithoppu area.
gg{aﬁu%%sﬁﬁé% SITCRTT = 3¢ AeaUT & T 0TS 31T X o U ¥ ¥ A

I

o “By confining prayer at Neilithoppu area to two festival days, the High Court order of
October 10 impermissibly abridges equality before law by disproportionately burdening one
community. It violates dignity and personal liberty by compelling adherents to suppress
their religious identity except on designated days...,” the petition said.
rfeeh] H SHeT 11 fh Acidig & T i1 &1 ad gl @RI 0o W B, 10 IR DI
BRBIC SIS BT P T A DI srcfievrd w0 F Wiyl Rl 8 IR T wHard W
ST ST STedT ¢ | I TINHAT 3R AfRITd Ta=dT BT Sead HRal § Filfeh Ig Sanfat
&I FruiRad f&t & srarar st enfifes ugem g & foe areg Fxar g1
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Opposition considering no-confidence motion to remove LS Speaker Birla

AHIUT el fover & e & e fauer sifayra IRdd R faaR s @1 8

2. | Bonded labour continues despite 50 years of its abolition
A & 50 9 arg W dey3m qurgt oIt
3. | DMK’s Tiruchi Siva moves notice against Piyush Goyal

Sigas & fawdt Rrar A vy e & fewre Aifew faa
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4. | What is the current controversy around Form 7?

BIH 7 & AU 99T faare =am 82

Opposition considering
no-confidence motion to
remove LS Speaker Birla

NEW DELHI

Opposition parties belong-
ing to the INDIA bloc are
considering moving a no-
confidence motion against
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la, accusing him of acting
in a partisan manner and
denying Leader of the Op-
position Rahul Gandhi the
opportunity to speak dur-
ing the debate on the Mo-
tions of Thanks to the Pre-
sident for her Address to
the joint sitting.

The move is based on
the suspension of eight Op-
position MPs from the Lok
Sabha, the alleged failure
to initiate action against
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
for objectionable remarks
against former Prime Mi-
nisters and the “unsub-
stantiated” charges against
women MPs.

Reacting to reports of a
possible resolution, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said that while
the Opposition is free to
bring such a motion in a
parliamentary democracy,
it lacks the numbers to car-
ry it through. “They can
bring [the no confidence
motion], but the issue is
they [the Opposition] have
insulted the institution of
the Honourable Speaker.
They climbed onto the ta-
ble of the Chair, table of of-
ficers and stormed the
Speaker’s chamber,” he
said.

Under Article 94(c) of
the Constitution, a Lok
Sabha member may give a
written notice of intention
to move a resolution for
the removal of the Speaker
to the Secretary-General,
with at least 14 days’
notice.

Over 100 MPs, including

el | :
g
WWWMM Iy

Voicing out: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with suspended party

MPs staging a protest at Parliament, in New Delhi on Monday. PTI

those from the Congress,
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam and Samajwadi Party,
are said to have signed
such a notice, said a
source. However, Congress
MP K. C. Venugopal said, “I
can’t comment on reports.
Wait for action.” Separate-
ly, women Congress MPs,
including Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, wrote to Mr. Birla,
alleging that the ruling par-
ty forced him to make
“false, baseless and defa-
matory allegations”
against them.

Parliamentary logjam
Efforts to break the parlia-
mentary logjam conti-
nued, with a delegation of
senior Opposition leaders,
including Mr. Gandhi, call-
ing on Mr. Birla to convey
their grievance that the
House is being “run one-
sided”.

When Mr. Birla told
them that it was their right
to bring a notice against
him, the Opposition lead-
ers said that they wanted
the House to function, but
insisted on his action on
four specific points. Mr.
Gandhi was accompanied
by Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, Trinamool
Congress leader Abhishek
Banerjee, and DMK MP
T.R. Baalu when they met
the Speaker. The Trina-

mool wants to raise the is-
sue of the SIR, while the SP
plans to discuss the alleged
vandalisation of the statue
of Malwa queen Ahilyabai
Holkar.

However, the stand-off
between the Union Go-
vernment and the Opposi-
tion continued, with pro-
ceedings in the Lok Sabha
remaining paralysed on
Monday. A discussion on
the Budget, which was list-
ed for the day, could not be
taken up due to repeated
disruptions. Mr. Gandhi
wanted to raise a few is-
sues before his colleague
Shashi Tharoor could
speak on the Budget but he
was not allowed, leading to
protests and adjourn-
ments.

Later, speaking to press-
persons, Mr. Gandhi said
the government did not
want a discussion on the
Budget as it was worried
about questions on the In-
do-U.S. trade deal and its
impact on farmers. He also
listed out four issues, in-
cluding his not being al-
lowed to quote from an ar-
ticle based on excerpts
from former Army chief
M.M. Naravane’s unpu-
blished memoir, that re-
portedly showed Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi's
indecisiveness during the
2020 India-China conflict.

numbers to carry it through.

HYITI URelTd 1 GeRl IR Ufdifshan dd gu Wera rd w1 fsve RfSreg 3 wet fos o

Opposition considering THIHT
e fover ot gem & fore fauer
ari%sam U¥XTd U? no-confidence

motion to remove LS Speaker
Birla

AR eI

. Opposition considering no-
confidence motion to remove LS Speaker
Birla

BT Srezef fover & gem & fere faugy
31T TR R R BR @1

. Opposition parties belonging to the
INDIA bloc are considering moving a no-
confidence motion against Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, accusing him of acting
in a partisan manner and denying Leader
of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi the
opportunity to speak during the debate on
the Motions of Thanks to the President
for her Address to the joint sitting.
gfear wte O Yafid fqueh oo eirema™HT
e N foren & e sifayr wearq
T R IR #R 8 8, 37 W vearayquf
TH T B A 3R faues & a1 Tga
el 1 WYed T H AP b SfHHTTOT
IR YIS YT DI 969 P GRM SleH B
AR 7 ¢ BT RIY T g

. The move is based on the
suspension of eight Opposition MPs
from the Lok Sabha, the alleged failure to
initiate action against BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey for objectionable remarks against
former Prime Ministers and the
“unsubstantiated” charges against
women MPs.

g HeH AeaHT I 3ms faueht aivel &
frdas, gd warta & faars
3mufee fewfory & fow yremur Jive
fAIfRrsid ga & RAT® FRaAs = P 1
HIT fAwaar R Afgar gige & s
“IgfraTe” MUl R STid g

3 Reacting to reports of a possible
resolution, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said that while the Opposition
is free to bring such a motion in a
parliamentary democracy, it lacks the
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e “They can bring [the no-confidence motion], but the issue is they [the Opposition] have
insulted the institution of the Honourable Speaker. They climbed onto the table of the Chair,
table of officers and stormed the Speaker’s chamber,” he said.

54 &g, “d [SAFAYTT YRATE) 1 Uhd &, A1 TeT T8 & 1o 3761+ AT A& BT TR P
UM fHa1 81 9 Sreaed &1 A, TSIl 3t A R 96 U 3R reaes b wef § g9 U/

e Under Article 94(c) of the Constitution, a Lok Sabha member may give a written notice of
intention to move a resolution for the removal of the Speaker to the Secretary-General, with
at least 14 days’ notice.

TRAUT & AT 94(TN) P I, DS AIBAHT TS A B g & 1T U1 aH B
e ) frfa gaaT Herafg & F I 51 14 37 1sd T Ihar 8|

e Over 100 MPs, including those from the Congress, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam and
Samajwadi Party, are said to have signed such a notice, said a source.

TH T A Fel o H, &fds goa e ok gaTerard! urdf gz 100 & siftre Hivel 3

T gE T R gIER fhu gl

e However, Congress MP K. C. Venugopal said, “l can’t comment on reports. Wait for
action.”
BT, BRI Tidg &. AT, JUENUTd 3 e, “H faief R fewuft 98t o wwar| sréars &1
FAAR PR |”

e Separately, women Congress MPs, including Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, wrote to Mr. Birla,
alleging that the ruling party forced him to make “false, baseless and defamatory
allegations” against them.

3 9, firdet il argT wied Afgen $i Hivel 7 ft faver o vz s 3RIv & 6
WW_ T 3% R “gS, FRIUR 3R AFRIHeR® Ry T & Y 3¢ AoeR
|

Pgrliamentary logjam
Hadr faRy

o Efforts to break the parliamentary logjam continued, with a delegation of senior Opposition
leaders, including Mr. Gandhi, calling on Mr. Birla to convey their grievance that the House
was being “run one-sided”.

S MFeRTY e & war Wikt Te, forgd off il wfed aivg fauaft Adrsii & waw
yfaffrise 3 ft faRen @ gamerd #R a8 Riead 6 f Je “ThavwT aardT o1 38T 87 |

e When Mr. Birla told them that it was their right to bring a notice against him, the Opposition
leaders said that they wanted the House to function, but insisted on his action on four
specific points.

e ot faRa 1 39 &gl [ 3 Raars ey A 31 SifiSR 8, df fauel Adrsit 3 we1 f
d WA FT WATa- dled §, die IR falkmy fagsel = 37t FRark W AR 3o

¢ Mr. Gandhi was accompanied by Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, Trinamool
Congress leader Abhishek Banerjee, and DMK MP T. R. Baalu when they met the
Speaker.

3 T Garhrd & R Mt miht & Ty gurrard) urdf wia if¥a=T area, Juiga i
A1 fiS® gl 3R STTHS Hige &Y. 3R, 19 ANg 3

e The Trinamool wants to raise the issue of the SIR, while the SP plans to discuss the alleged
vandalisation of the statue of Malwa queen Ahilyabai Holkar.

TURIE THIATSSMR &1 TgT IS dgal ©, SIaid quT HIerdT &1 I+ ifgearars gias ot
Ui & BT AISWis & e, IR Td HRA &1 JIoi-1 a1 a1 8

¢ However, the stand-off between the Union Government and the Opposition continued,
with proceedings in the Lok Sabha remaining paralysed on Monday.

%@Tﬁ? Fg PR 3R faue & 9 cHIE SR @7, 3R AHIR B! APAHT H1 RIdTE 34
|
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o A discussion on the Budget, which was listed for the day, could not be taken up due to
repeated disruptions.
f&q & fore Yefies gole R 949f TR-IR &1 yaUl & SR 6! 8l Gl |

e Mr. Gandhi wanted to raise a few issues before his colleague Shashi Tharoor could speak
on the Budget but he was not allowed, leading to protests and adjournments.

oft el srom Tl TR Y & Foie W didH Y Ugd $© e, 3311 dlgd ¥, dfhd 35
3rgAfa et <) 77E, R ueRi= v RAM gUI

e Later, speaking to presspersons, Mr. Gandhi said the government did not want a discussion
on the Budget as it was worried about questions on the Indo-U.S. trade deal and its impact

on farmers.

I1E H BRI U 91 $Rd gU A Mieht 3 551 {6 IRPR gote W 9491 761 Fgdl Fifd 39 YRA-
SARST AR TSN 3R I fHAl U= YUTT A S aral &1 a1 |

o He also listed out four issues, including his not being allowed to quote from an article based
on excerpts from former Army chief M. M. Naravane’s unpublished memoir, which
reportedly showed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s indecisiveness during the 2020 India-
China conflict.
3I5i- AR gEi o1 o gt &1, o gd 91 U T, T, TRA0 & SWPIIRIT AHROT & 3
TR STYTRT TH AW I IGR0T & Bt 3T 7 e e &, Ford Hid dR TR 2020 YRd-
At wud & SR gurEt R Ak 3 siftfaa i@ TS o

Bonded labour continues despite 50 years of its abolition

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

When the nation was ob-
serving 50 years of the
enactment of the Bonded
Labour System (Abolition)
Act on February 9, Chamru
Majhi, his wife and three
children were rescued
from a brick kiln in Arang-
hata, Nadia district, West
Bengal. It was a joint effort
by several departments, in-
cluding the officers of the
Taherpur police station,
and the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority Secretary.

The brick kiln is located
in a remote area surround-
ed by fields and waterbo-
dies and employs mostly
migrant workers from Bi-
har and Jharkhand. An FIR
was registered after the res-
cue operation.

Hailing from Hussaina-
bad Sheikhpura in Bihar,
the Majhi family was

AT & 50

¥ ;
A 2020 report estimated that West Bengal has around 11,000 brick
kilns employing nearly 8 lakh workers. FILE PHOTO

trapped in second-genera-
tion bonded labour for the
past 17 years. The family
was held under an advance
bondage system after ac-
cepting ¥35,000 from a la-
bour contractor, forcing all
family members, including
the three minor children,
to work in the kiln.

The rescue is a reflection
of the status of bonded la-
bour in West Bengal, which
remains both as a source of
and destination for bonded
labour. Several brick kilns
and other small industrial
units act as a destination
for bonded labour, particu-
larly for those from Bihar,

Jharkhand and Odisha. In
March 2025, 28 children
were rescued from two
brick kilns in South 24 Par-
ganas district.

Low wages, long hours
A 2020 report estimated
that West Bengal has
around 11,000 brick kilns
employing nearly eight
lakh workers. The study
documented low daily wag-
es, long working hours, res-
trictions on workers leav-
ing kiln premises, and
limited access to health
care and maternity bene-
fits. A total of 76 bonded la-
bourers were rescued from
restaurants, sweet shops,
tea gardens, and makhana
processing units between
2023 and January 2026 in
Bengal.

Between 2019 and 2024,
143 people from West Ben-
gal were rescued in four
separate operations from

Bonded labour continues despite 50 years of its abolition

au g1 +ff Sy Tergdt Wkt

e Bonded labour continues despite 50 years of its abolition
JE & 50 I8 TG Y ST Tolgd! SRy

¢ When the nation was observing 50 years of the enactment of the Bonded Labour System
(Abolition) Act on February 9, Chamru Majhi, his wife and three children were rescued
from a brick kiln in Aranghata, Nadia district, West Bengal.

9 G 9 WRAR B §Y3AT HoTget

L i G

jewellery manufacturing
units in Chennai — of which
60 were rescued in Sep-
tember 2019, 22 in Febru-
ary 2023, 54 in July 2023
and seven in November
2024. All the survivors
were issued bonded labour
release certificates by the
Tamil Nadu government
formally recognising them
as victims of bonded la-
bour, entitling them to reh-
abilitation and legal protec-
tion. Some of those
rescued from Chennai have
been provided training by
non-government
organisations.

Right activists and ex-
perts said despite the aboli-
tion under the Bonded La-
bour System (Abolition) Act
1976, the practice conti-
nues to persist in hidden
informal sectors, particu-
larly affecting the poorest
and most vulnerable com-
munities.

) i & AR 81 & 50 adf w1 3@ 4],

e IR ATEN, I Ud 3R diF sl b SRraeT, ATfear forer, uf¥e s B v e

EEIRIRIIN
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It was a joint effort by several departments, including the officers of the Taherpur police
station, and the District Legal Services Authority Secretary.

g 3 [AUNT T Iga T T, o TR qR gfera e & iRt 3R forer faftre dar
WIfBRoT & e i o

The brick kiln is located in a remote area surrounded by fields and waterbodies and
employs mostly migrant workers from Bihar and Jharkhand. An FIR was registered after
the rescue operation.

S g1 gRaRTS & § Wl 3% wTarerdl § foRT € 3iR aef eifiipeR feR ok sIRw@s 3 3y
WA HolgR B B & | S99 SR & 18 THSTESR ol Bl TS|

Hailing from Hussainabad Sheikhpura in Bihar, the Majhi family was trapped in second-
generation bonded labour for the past 17 years.

feR & ga9aTe QRT3 arar Arsft ufvar fUsd 17 auf 3 gast didt &t sysn
HOTgET T T g3 Tl

The family was held under an advance bondage system after accepting ¥35,000 from a
labour contractor, forcing all family members, including the three minor children, to work in
the kiln.

URAR & T AW SHER Y 35,000 i1 & d1e AR S WoITel! & dgd a1 141, forad
W AArarferT s=f dfgd 9t Tl o ¥g H B B & ol TeieR foar |

The rescue is a reflection of the status of bonded labour in West Bengal, which remains
both as a source of and destination for bonded labour.

ﬁﬁﬁmmﬁéwﬂnﬁ@aﬁ@ﬁmuﬁﬁa%Ghag&rrnmao‘r@amﬁ%ﬁv
Tideq +ft|

Several brick kilns and other small industrial units act as a destination for bonded labour,
particularly for those from Bihar, Jharkhand and Odisha.

% 3e-HZ 3R 3T BIdY SNefiiew gw1eal, fIve: fAER, gREs iR Sife=m ¥ s aral
¥ forg, Sy Aoigd & Taey st €|

In March 2025, 28 children were rescued from two brick kilns in South 24 Parganas
district.

T 2025 T Ef20r 24 I @ &1 @Y Se-HgT I 28 F=AT ST ST T

Low wages, long hours

A 2020 report estimated that West Bengal has around 11,000 brick kilns employing nearly
eight lakh workers.

2020 Ft TP RNUNE & IR i3 e o THT 11,000 Fe-43 7, 0 Hd oms @
TUoTgR HTH Hd g

The study documented low daily wages, long working hours, restrictions on workers
leaving kiln premises, and limited access to health care and maternity benefits.

g § HH ¢S Twgdl, @9 S ge, HE F URER U T16% 9 W uTefeat, 71 W@red
Jarait 3R wpfar el 9o e ugw o 31 T2

A total of 76 bonded labourers were rescued from restaurants, sweet shops, tea gardens,
and makhana processing units between 2023 and January 2026 in Bengal.

2023 | TGS} 2026 & o9 FE H I%RT, TS B gHTN, I IR AR WA
BT FH1SAL I T 76 SYSAT HTGRI ! ST 77|

Between 2019 and 2024, 143 people from West Bengal were rescued in four separate
operations from jewellery manufacturing units in Chennai — of which 60 were rescued in
September 2019, 22 in February 2023, 54 in July 2023 and seven in November 2024.
2019 ¥ 2024 & &9 UFHH §7TA & 143 AN D! AAZ S STYWOT Fafor sH154i @ IR -
ST AT § S9m T — 5 fdaw 2019 & 60, WRast 2023 T 22, JaTs 2023 H 54
3R IR 2024 T G WA B

All the survivors were issued bonded labour release certificates by the Tamil Nadu
government formally recognising them as victims of bonded labour, entitling them to
rehabilitation and legal protection.

it 5 AT D1 AFAAATg IRBR GRT SYSAT Horget G THTONGS SR bt 7y, o 35
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o T J dya Augd & Hifed & 0 & Arudn fireft ofR graiy a1 ST TRer &1

SfYPR fHa|

e Some of those rescued from Chennai have been provided training by non-government

organisations.

A3 I AT MU HS AN B AR-TRBRI ETS+1 GRT W& UgH foban T g
o Right activists and experts said despite the abolition under the Bonded Labour System

(Abolition) Act 1976, the practice continues to persist in hidden informal sectors,
particularly affectlng the poorest and most vulnerable communities.

3R farwsiY A o1 {5 Sy Tt yorelt (Sem) Sifufraw 1976 &

ded ddimda?mqulqu's’mn%&gqarﬁuwﬁméﬁﬁGﬁr% Gﬁ?ﬁﬂwwﬁmﬂﬂ‘q’
TUT I FHSNR AT DI gHIfad Bl 3

DMK’s Tiruchi
Siva moves
notice against
Piyush Goyal
EGS Il Polity

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva on
Monday informed the Ra-
jya Sabha that he had sub-
mitted a breach of privi-
lege  notice  against
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal for sharing details of
an interim trade deal bet-
ween India and the U.S. in
a media interview while
Parliament was in session.

Raising the issue soon
after the House met at 11
a.m. and papers were ta-
bled, Mr. Siva said, “I have
given a notice of breach of
privilege against Com-
merce Minister Piyush
Goyal.” He was supported
by Leader of the Opposi-
tion Mallikarjun Kharge.

Chairman C.P. Radhak-
rishnan said he would look
into the matter.

DMK’s Tiruchi Siva moves notice against Piyush
Goyal

m%mm#mm%@wm

¢DMK MP Tiruchi Siva on Monday informed the Rajya Sabha that
he had submitted a breach of privilege notice against Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal for sharing details of an interim trade deal
between India and the U.S. in a media interview while Parliament
was in session.

Stds wive faedt Rar 7 SiHaR & IsaawyT &1 gid a1 fe
I+ arforeg w= gy rrd & RIars faRiuTfie R g+ ifes ueda
foan 3, i S5 HRA 3R SmfveT & i siafkd IR wHghd
o1 faazu MifSar AranepR ¥ wren o1, Sefe dvg 19 99 3T
Ui

eRaising the issue soon after the House met at 11 a.m. and papers
were tabled, Mr. Siva said, “I have given a notice of breach of
privilege against Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal.” He was
supported by Leader of the Opposmon Mallikarjun Kharge.

e &1 96 Jag 11 T Y& gH 3R SETaW WRgd BT H & X
1 I8 el Sord g, ot a1 = %1, “HA arfvrsy w4t gy e &
e faRWeR g &1 Afew faar 817 3% Aan wfuer afceef
s &1 gud= e

eChairman C.P. Radhakrishnan said he would look into the matter.

guufa 3t 9. JUTH A 7 FE1 F 98 59 AHd B W |
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What is the current
controversy around Form 7?

What has the Congress alleged with respect to Form 72 How many deletions have been reported?

Saee Pande

The story so far:
n the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), bulk applications
are being filed for the deletion of
names from the draft electoral
rolls. On January 29, the Congress, in a
letter to the Election Commission of India
(EC), alleged that the form was being
misused through “systemic and
coordinated efforts” to delete names of
eligible voters and embolden BJP’s efforts
to wrongfully gain electoral advantage.
The Hindu’s reporting from Rajasthan and
Gujarat also found individuals who said
they had not submitted the Form 7
applications purportedly signed by them.

‘What is Form 72

Form 7 is used for objecting to the
inclusion of another persen’s or one’s
own name on the electoral roll on specific
grounds such as death, duplication or

shifting of residence. It can also be used
to object to voters who are ineligible due
to age, citizenship or misrepresentation.
As per Section 13(2) of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960, framed under the
Representation of the People Act, 1950,
“every objection to the inclusion of a
name in the roll shall be (a) in Form 7 and
(b) preferred only by a person whose
name is already included in that roll”.
Booth Level Agents (BLAs) can also file
objections. Earlier, only persons from the
same booth/station were allowed to file an
objection but in 2022, the EC amended
Form 7 to allow any voter in a
constituency to object, widening its
ambit. However, to prevent misuse, the
Electoral Registration Officer (ERQ) is
required to mandatorily verify all claims if
an individual files more than five
objections.

Once a Form 7 application is received,
Booth Level Officers (BLO) are required to
conduct physical verification of the

voter’s address and eligibility. In cases of
death, verification involves confirmation
signatures by three neighbours and a
death certificate. If the voter is found
absent, the BLO must make three physical
visits to confirm whether the person has
shifted. The concerned voter is then
issued a notice for a hearing. Appeals
against the ERO’s decision can be made to
the district magistrate within 15 days of
publication of the updated list.

How extensive is the ongoing SIR?
According to the EC, more than 50.94
crore enumeration forms have been
distributed since the launch of Phase II of
the SIR, covering 99.94% of the nearly 51
crore voters included in this phase. The
SIR is currently underway in
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Puducherry,
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and
Lakshadweep. The revision follows a tight

What is the current controversy around Form 7?

BIH 7 & ATHUTH IdH fad1E =T 82

¢ Inthe ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR), bulk applications are being filed for
deletion of names from draft electoral rolls.

Td Tg ARy 181 gAdierur (SIR) # Haerar gt & ARSI A geM ¥ fore 9t Sen o
3mae AU S 36 &

e On January 29, the Congress alleged misuse of the form through systemic and

schedule, and against this compressed
timeline, the scale of objections and
deletions sought through Form 7 has
raised concerns about procedural fairness
and administrative capacity. According to
the draft electoral rolls published by the
EC, the names of 6.5 crore electors were
removed from the draft rolls of nine
States and three Union Territories (UTs)
as part of the ongoing SIR. Before the
revision, these States and UTs had 51
crore voters; after publication of the draft
rolls, the number fell to 44.4 crore. EC
officials said those removed were placed
in the ‘ASD’ category — Absent, Shifted
and Dead/Duplicate. The highest
deletions were reported from Uttar
Pradesh (2.89 crore), followed by Tamil
Nadu (97 lakh), and Gujarat (74 lakh).

‘What is the way ahead?
At the heart of the controversy is the bulk
submission of Form 7 applications by
anonymous or fraudulent actors seeking
mass deletion of voters from electoral
rolls in the ongoing SIR. Filing a false
declaration is a punishable offence under
Section 32 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, attracting
imprisonment of up to one year or a fine
or both. Critics argue that ‘if remained
unchecked this will lead to the
disenfranchisement of lakhs of voters,
especially those belonging to the
backward, marginalised communities’.
Saee Pande is a freelance writer.

coordinated efforts to delete eligible voters and gain electoral advantage.

29 S B! BT 7 RIY T fob WIH BT gSUANT HfSd 3R

iy Aagrarsit & A ger SR gATE a1y U & o fasar s T |

¢ Reports from Rajasthan and Gujarat found individuals claiming they had not submitted the
Form 7 applications signed in their names.

TR 3R ToRTd ¥ KU § $& @ 3 FeT i I7I 3MUA AW | SraR BTH 7 3mde el

fau g

What is Form 7?

BIH 7 AT 82

THE GIST

L 4

Form 7 is used for objecting to
the inclusion of another
person’s or one’s own name on
the electoral roll on specific
grounds such as death,
duplication or shifting of
residence.

v

According to the EC, more than
50.94 crore enumeration forms
have been distributed since the
launch of Phase Il of the SIR.

L 4

At the heart of the controversy
is the bulk submission of Form
7 applications by anonymous
or fraudulent actors seeking
mass deletion of voters from
electoral rolls in the ongoing
SIR.

IR YA & A1H I

e Form 7 is used to object to inclusion of a person’s name in electoral roll on grounds such as
death, duplication, or shifting of residence.

BIH 7 T SYTNT

ATl Gt § A M B W Yo, Gigwra a1 fHard afad=T o sert
TR TART Gol B & 18 fobaT STl 5|

e It can also object to voters ineligible due to age, citizenship, or misrepresentation.

& HRUT AT Aderarsd oR +f 3mufy & forw SuanT

g 3Ty,
g gl

RIKINO)

e As per Section 13(2) of Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 under Representation of
the People Act, 1950, objections must be filed in Form 7 by a person already on the roll.

w4 ufafafie sifafaw, 1950 & siaefa fafe= ushte?or fAaw, 1960 #Y eRT13(2) &
IR SMTuftl WTH 7 ® Sad It Aafed gRT < &1 Fadl 8 Rt 9 uga 3 dagran gt &

Bl

¢ Booth Level Agents (BLAs) can also file objections.
Y A9d Tole (BLA) Hf Smufy gof o U&d g |
e Since 2022, any voter in a constituency can file objection, widening scope of Form 7.

2022 | forat o Fafaq & &1 Tderar smuft gol R TadT 7, o) Bid 7 &1 SRR 9g11

¢ If more than five objections are filed by one individual, Electoral Registration Officer

(ERO) must mandatorily verify claims.
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gfe T afaq uia | Sifte Smufmat 3ar 8, ot fHafe ushtewur sifterY (ERO) &1 ifart
FU I JATU AT 8T B

e After receiving Form 7, Booth Level Officers (BLO) must conduct physical verification of
voter’s address and eligibility.
BIH 7 U 819 & d1¢ 99 A9d USRI (BLO) &I Wdgal & Ud 3R Ul &1 Hifaw
T =1 gIT |

e In case of death, verification includes death certificate and confirmation by three
neighbours.
Tg & A | JA19 & Yog THTOIS SR 9 weiRma 5t gfy i gt 81

e |If voter is absent, BLO must make three physical visits to verify shifting.

I AT U g, & BLO &1 diF 9R Wifas Tearu=T o531 gian §1

e Voter is issued notice for hearing, and appeals can be filed to District Magistrate within 15
days.
TAIdT &) GdTs BT e far Jar § SR srdtd 15 o= & iR Rrar afvee & ura ot o

Ihal g

Extent of Ongoing SIR
I I8 SIR BT SRRT

e More than 50.94 crore enumeration forms have been distributed, covering 99.94% of
nearly 51 crore voters.

50.94 BR1S A 3P TUHET Wid faalkd frg 71U €, S @I 51 BRIS AaGTATS & 99.94%
P AR B ol

o SIRis underway in Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Puducherry, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
and Lakshadweep.

SIR BURITE, TG, TORTd, B, HH USRI, AT, AATATg, IR U, Uy §ra,
TS, mﬁﬁmé’mﬁva&@ﬁw@%

e The scale of deletions through Form 7 has raised concerns about procedural fairness and
administrative capacity.

%ﬁg%mmﬁa@ﬁwﬁwmmﬁmﬁw&meﬁ?m &aT IR fian

|

o Names of 6.5 crore electors were removed from draft rolls of nine States and three UTs.
6.5 PRIS HagTdrail & A =l I 3R d19 FEnRyd U= & e I § g M|

o Voters reduced from 51 crore to 44.4 crore after revision.
RN & F1G ATl TN 51 PRIS A TeHR 44.4 FRIS 5l TS|

o Removed voters were placed in ASD category — Absent, Shifted, Dead/Duplicate.
BT U HAararsi & AsD it — SrqufRya, R, qargwﬁ%—cﬁwmﬂ

o Highest deletions: Uttar Pradesh (2.89 crore), Tamil Nadu (97 lakh), Gujarat (74 lakh).
Y 31fee 10 §<: SR USRT (2.89 HRIS), ATHTATS (97 ARA), ORI (74 1) |

Way Ahead
3T P 17

e Controversy centres on bulk Form 7 submissions by anonymous or fraudulent actors
seeking mass voter deletion.
fqaTe 1 % THATH a1 Woil @il gRT 98 TN TR BIH 7 54T $1 7, odT S8
Haerarstt & geH ]

¢ Filing false declaration is punishable under Section 32 of Representation of the People
Act, 1950, with up to one year imprisonment or fine or both.

TTerd GoT &A1 oI wfafAiftrea sifufeaw, 1950 @Y 4RT 32 & d8d <8 &, o d we af a@
Pt I 91 AT T I 81 THd g |

e Critics warn that if unchecked, this could lead to disenfranchisement of lakhs of voters,
especially from backward and marginalised communities.
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e BT B § T e 38 AepT ] 711 O ARG} HAGIAT TR ¥ afd &) 99a &,
foRvaR fres ik Tk & ayeral 3|

GS Paper II: International Relations

TOPICS COVERED

10 February 2026

1.

India and Greece agree to strengthen defence industrial cooperation in
five-year road map

eﬁvﬁwﬁuﬁaﬁqﬁsﬁqﬁv&naﬁaﬁmmﬂﬁwmﬁ
wmﬁra?rrs‘

Japan’

CRUG

2. | Back on track India and Malaysia have set about repairing ties during
the Modi visit
Y gedt WR YR SR AR/ 7 Al B I & R Jael B GURA B
3T B

3. | A chance for India to polish the Kimberley Process
YRA & [T fHrardl T &1 GURA $T AR

4. | What next after Thailand votes to scrap constitution
TfIUT &) WH B & o Yidds A AdeH & 918 3 &1

5. | ‘Takaichi’s landslide win reflects deep structural, ideological shift in

ATPTSA B R Sid SITUT § 78R ERETHD 3R IS d¢ard o1

India and Greece agree to strengthen defence
industrial cooperation in five-year road map

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh held a bilateral meet-
ing with Greece’s Minister
of National Defence, Niko-
laos-Georgios Dendias, in
New Delhi on Monday.

The meeting focused on
strengthening  defence
cooperation under the In-
dia-Greece Strategic
Partnership.

According to the De-
fence Ministry, both Minis-
ters reiterated that the
partnership was rooted in
shared values of peace, sta-
bility, freedom, and mu-
tual respect. They agreed

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Greek counterpart Nikolaos
Georgios S. Dendias in Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

to expand the capacities of
their indigenous defence
industries by aligning In-
dia’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat

da 2030.

initiative with Greece’s de-
fence reforms under Agen-

A Joint Declaration of In-

tent on strengthening de-
fence industrial coopera-
tion was signed, marking
the beginning of work on a
five-year road map. The
two sides also exchanged a
Bilateral Military Coopera-
tion Plan for 2026, outlin-
ing future military engage-
ments between the armed
forces of both countries,
the Ministry added.

Peace, security

The discussions covered
regional peace and securi-
ty, with both leaders ack-
nowledging the steady dee-
pening of bilateral defence
cooperation and strategic
ties. Convergence on key

maritime issues was high-
lighted, reflecting the
shared outlook of the two
ancient seafaring nations.

The Greek side an-
nounced the deployment
of a Greek International
Liaison Officer at the Infor-
mation Fusion Centre-In-
dian Ocean Region (IFC-
IOR) in Gurugram, under-
lining enhanced maritime
cooperation.

Earlier in the day, Mr.
Dendias laid a wreath at
the National War Memorial
and paid homage to fallen
soldiers. He also inspected
a Tri-Service Guard of Ho-
nour at the Manekshaw
Centre.

India and Greece agree to strengthen defence industrial cooperation in five-
year road map

YR 3R 97 = ula aifa s Au A & 3N TgahT & aeigyg o1 W
Tgqfd SaTg
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a bilateral meeting with Greece’s Minister of National
Defence, Nikolaos-Georgios Dendias, in New Delhi on Monday.
Iﬂﬁﬂwumﬁ@wﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁmﬂ%ﬂ@m&nﬁﬁﬁwwm
SfEar & ary fguelia so& 31|

The meeting focused on strengthening defence cooperation under the India-Greece
Strategic Partnership.

9% FT % YRA-NT I0-fae et & dgd & Tga &I Aeigd HRAT T

According to the Defence Ministry, both Ministers reiterated that the partnership was rooted
in shared values of peace, stability, freedom, and mutual respect.

T HATAY & SR, ST {1 3 e [ I8 el iifa, Rz, Tesrar sik
TRUNRS T & 18 gl IR 31T g

They agreed to expand the capacities of their indigenous defence industries by aligning
India’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative with Greece’s defence reforms under Agenda 2030.

IBI THAST 2030 & T8 U & I&T JURT & WY URA &1 STAUR U Ugd & IRFEd HR
TISRI T&T IR BT emarst o1 R TR IR FeHfd ofas |

A Joint Declaration of Intent on strengthening defence industrial cooperation was signed,
marking the beginning of work on a five-year road map.

TGN ! Holgd HR- IR Th YT ST 0T IR gE1eR foby 7, o e
aﬁa s AU R H1 1 Y31 g3 |
The two sides also exchanged a Bilateral Military Cooperation Plan for 2026, outlining
future military engagements between the armed forces of both countries, the Ministry added.

HATCR = IR b G Uil = 2026 F forg fguehta d=a wga g &1 1ft srem-ueH foa,
forg® A1 220 ) IR T18HT &b o Hiasy &) A= Fguifirdarei &) Tuar g

Peace, security

!zrrﬁr‘\ER&rr

The discussions covered regional peace and security, with both leaders acknowledging the
steady deepening of bilateral defence cooperation and strategic ties.

Taieft o et =mifar 3R JRem wnfira 3, foraw gt Aareit 3 fguefa em TgaiT &R oo
el & AR e Bl Wi foba|

Convergence on key maritime issues was highlighted, reflecting the shared outlook of the
two ancient seafaring nations.

;Hﬁigﬂzﬁﬂﬁw&@ﬂwaﬁwmﬁmw,shaﬁmmﬂﬁ$wWﬁ
!

The Greek side announced the deployment of a Greek International Liaison Officer at the
Information Fusion Centre—Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) in Gurugram, underlining
enhanced maritime cooperation.

Ui U&f = U YT $7B 1AM RS Je-3f$a+ 3z §9+ (IFC-I0R) T Th Wi®
alawr@um%arf‘wﬁaﬁmaﬂaﬁwﬁ ORI I WSl WedNT 1 Xifebd febam T

Earlier in the day, Mr. Dendias laid a wreath at the National War Memorial and paid homage
to fallen soldiers.

fe ¥ uge, ot SfEam 7 Ity g IR W quieir siftd &1 ol wete A &1 gt
dh
He also inspected a Tri-Service Guard of Honour at the Manekshaw Centre.

I AAST e H H-3a1 S St TR o1 FRiermn ot foam
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SN Back on track India and Malaysia have set

Back on track

India and Malaysia have set about
repairing ties during the Modi visit

aking amends was at the top of Prime
M Minister Narendra Modi’s 24-hour visit
to Kuala Lumpur over the weekend af-
ter he had cancelled a planned trip to Malaysia
last year, at short notice, to attend the ASEAN
summit in October 2025. As a result, Mr. Modi
said that he made Malaysia his first destination
abroad in the new year. His talks with Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who had visited
India in 2024, resulted in MoUs, with plans to
strengthen ties. There was some strain in India-
Malaysia ties in 2025 too — although Malaysia con-
demned the Pahalgam terror attacks, Mr. Ibra-
him had called for a “full and thorough enquiry”
into the perpetrators and also for “de-escalation
and meaningful dialogue between India and Pa-
kistan”, which ruffled feathers in New Delhi. He
had even offered his services to mediate if re-
quired, and in October 2025, had hosted Pakistan
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif for an official visit.
It is, therefore, significant that Mr. Modi set aside
these concerns, and that the joint statement said
India and Malaysia condemned terrorism un-
equivocally “... including cross-border terro-
rism”. India and Malaysia also discussed counter-
terrorism cooperation, intelligence and informa-
tion sharing and coordinating positions at the
United Nations and the Financial Action Task
Force on the issue. Other important decisions
were an MoU on semiconductors, building on
cooperation between IIT Madras Global and the
Advanced Semiconductor Academy of Malaysia.
Building ties in trade, defence, energy and digital
technologies were highlighted by the two sides,
that took care not to discuss contentious issues
publicly, such as the continued stay of preacher
Zakir Naik, wanted in India on UAPA charges.
The two sides also side-stepped their diffe-
rences over multilateral issues. Mr. Modi’s deci-
sion to skip the ASEAN summit despite accepting
the invitation had also dealt a blow to negotia-
tions on reviewing the ASEAN-India Trade in
Goods Agreement (AITIGA). Critical comments
by Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal about the
FTA, as “badly negotiated” and “silly”, and his re-
ference to ASEAN countries as “B-teams” to Chi-
na still rankled. Mr. Modi’s visit was an important
reminder of India’s commitment even as New
Delhi moves ahead with FTAs with Europe and
the U.S. India will chair the BRICS Summit later
this year — in the joint statement, India merely
“noted” Malaysia’s aspirations to become a mem-
ber. Mr. Ibrahim will be invited as Malaysia is a
BRICS partner country, while Indonesia has be-
come a member. Mr. Modi’s visit, which was wel-
comed warmly by Mr. Ibrahim, may thus lead to
closer coordination but also lay the ground for
closer ties between India and the ASEAN region,
in terms of their shared geographies, and in deal-
ing with the larger changes in the world.

about repairing ties during the Modi visit

b Ut R HRd 3R AR 3 A #t
AT & SR GaHT BT GURA B [T DI

¢ Making amends was at the top of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s 24-hour visit to Kuala Lumpur over
the weekend after he had cancelled a planned trip to
Malaysia last year, at short notice, to attend the
ASEAN summit in October 2025.

JYR BT YYTHAT g WG Dt Awargia &
PIATATAYR B 24 G BT AT T T 39 UT, 9

32 fuod af wafkm &t Faifa amn & g #=

Ty, a1f%s 3 3ragav 2025 § ASEAN Riax a@eq o

RUIERRGREC

e As aresult, Mr. Modi said that he made Malaysia

his first destination abroad in the new year.

3% uRUmTIRa=Y, o A} A Fel fb I AU adf A
AR H Ut ugel fae=r g &1 Tidey S|

o His talks with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim, who had visited India in 2024, resulted in
MoUs, with plans to strengthen ties.

D! JTcdid TARMT & YYHAT 3aR SHTRH b,
RIS 2024 § WIRE BT ERT FbaT o1, FeiaT FIo=
(MoUs) 3R Tt Aeigd & 3t arane & ufikurd gs|
e There was some strain in India-Malaysia ties in
2025 too — although Malaysia condemned the
Pahalgam terror attacks, Mr. Ibrahim had called for a
“full and thorough enquiry” into the perpetrators and
also for “de-escalation and meaningful dialogue
between India and Pakistan”, which ruffled feathers

in New Delhi.

2025 ®§ URA-HARM daei § $© a-ma off a1 — ggf
TARMAT 7 UgETH P! gHd! &1 (Hal 1, ot s1fer A
«qut 3R STIS |iE” qUT “HIRd 3R Tferear & ot
T HH A 3R i a1 &1 Mg foar, oy
7% ool # eIy I g2

¢ He had even offered his services to mediate if
required, and in October 2025, had hosted Pakistan
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif for an official visit.

I STEd TS UR HEORdT &1 Uz e f 1, 3R
JFgaR 2025 T GIfbwI & GUT=HA e IE Bt
SnferepTi® g &) ATl 311

e ltis, therefore, significant that Mr. Modi set aside
these concerns, and that the joint statement said
India and Malaysia condemned terrorism
unequivocally “including cross-border terrorism”.

TTferT I HeayY § {3 ot Tct 3 g1 friamaf &) sraw
TGT, 3R WYad Iaad § g1 741 fr URa 3R

nﬁﬁmﬁmaﬂwwﬁﬁma& o WH1-UR siddrarg +f wfeer 271

India and Malaysia also discussed counterterrorism cooperation, intelligence and

information sharing and coordinating positions at the United Nations and the Financial

Action Task Force on the issue.

YR 3R FARRmT A sTdearg-1d e, GeaT iR Y1 |IEH HAT 4T HYad AP 3R
fa<ig réars srdad (FATF) ® 9999 W it 9= &1
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Other important decisions were an MoU on semiconductors, building on cooperation
between IIT Madras Global and the Advanced Semiconductor Academy of Malaysia.

3 Heeayul Fofdl F Aeftesae’ TR AHSIT 9 A o1, S IT Hsird Tied 3R
AR Bt Tedivs Aftheder APIGH! & Tgdi W SR g

Building ties in trade, defence, energy and digital technologies were highlighted by the two
sides, that took care not to discuss contentious issues publicly, such as the continued stay
of preacher Zakir Naik, wanted in India on UAPA charges.

31 uelt A TR, &, St oM f3frea Menfiet & Yey aoey w9 W AR 3, ¢k
faarerue gEf w Ardwfe auf | 791, SF % wifes A5 &1 aafkmar § 1841, [ URd
H UAPA 3RYUY & gifesd AT ST B

The two sides also side-stepped their differences over multilateral issues.

31 ueff = agueia get ur orum gavel &1 oft ere faam

Mr. Modi’s decision to skip the ASEAN summit despite accepting the invitation had also
dealt a blow to negotiations on reviewing the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement
(AITIGA).

ot A1t o1 0T WeR $1 & dasg ASEAN RRaR IW@ed ¥ wfde 7 811 &1 Al
ASEAN-HRT a3 TR JHSA (AITIGA) &1 Iwiter araf & fore stewt 1|

Critical comments by Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal about the FTA as “badly
negotiated” and “silly”, and his reference to ASEAN countries as “B-teams” to China still
rankled.

arforsg v Yigy e gRT1 FTA &1 “TR1e a8id | ara<id far mar 8k « » g
TUT ASEAN =TT B T BT “dt-&H” g areit fewof g +f 3ridy »1 SR B |

Mr. Modi’s visit was an important reminder of India’s commitment even as New Delhi
moves ahead with FTAs with Europe and the U.S.

ot Tt BT I HRA B UfTase Ht Ayt arg e aredt <, safe 7% et R ok
SANST & Y FTA 31 9161 2|

India will chair the BRICS Summit later this year — in the joint statement, India merely
“noted” Malaysia’s aspirations to become a member.

YRd $9 99 BRICS FRRGY THIEH BT A& HEM — WJad daded § YRA - Had T[T
DI TG T B SHTpig BT “Are” fHar)

Mr. Ibrahim will be invited as Malaysia is a BRICS partner country, while Indonesia has
become a member.

ot genfen &1 i3 foran S i aARmT BRICS ®1 URfigR 31 8, Safs sSMRm
e g9 g1 8|

Mr. Modi’s visit, which was welcomed warmly by Mr. Ibrahim, may thus lead to closer
coordination but also lay the ground for closer ties between India and the ASEAN region,
in terms of their shared geographies, and in dealing with the larger changes in the world.

oft A1 ) T, o ot seTed A e @ R d T, e THay & 9gar S adl §
3R HIRd 94T ASEAN &7 & d19 ufag dal &1 fig 3@ ol 2, foRves S9! aren
Wifere fRuf ok gfrar A g1 38 93 ufkadl @ Auer & def 3
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A chance for India to polish the Kimberley Process

ndia has assumed the chair of the Kimberley
l Process (KP) for the year 2026. The KP is a

multinational mechanism or structure for
governing the trade of ‘conflict diamonds’ — the
rough (or pre-polished) diamonds which are used
illegally by rebel or insurgent groups across the
world to undermine or threaten legitimate
governments. The KP was initiated in May 2000
when the countries of southern Africa initiated
dialogues to prevent the trade in conflict
diamonds. Negotiations with 37 signatory parties,
in 2003, led to the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme (KPCS). Today, the KP has
60 participants, representing 86 countries, and
accounts for approximately 99.8% of the global
rough diamond production.

The current structure

The KPCS is the mechanism to prevent the trade
of conflict diamonds, which is enforced
individually by KP participant countries to ensure
that rough diamonds in the legitimate supply
chain are KP-compliant. Each consignment is
accompanied by a KP certificate corroborated by
a participant country. The rough diamonds trade
is permitted only between certified KP members
who comply fully with these international
standards. Additionally, participant countries are
obliged to share timely and accurate statistical
data for diamond production and trade.

Angola, Botswana, Canada, Congo, Namibia
and Russia alone account for more than 85% of
the production of rough diamonds, in quantity
and value terms. Though India is not a producer,
it is a major importer of rough diamonds,
importing roughly 40% of the total global
imports, both in quantity and value. As the
world’s leading cutting and polishing hub,
centered in Surat and Mumbai, India re-exports
polished diamonds to major markets which
include China, Hong Kong, Israel, the United
Arab Emirates and the United States. India’s
strategic position, at the heart of the global
diamond value chain, gives it unique leverage

Himanshu Jaiswal

is Research Fellow at
Infisum Modeling

Badri Narayanan
is the Founder and

Director of Infisum
Modeling

As chair of the
Kimberley
Process for
2026, India can
steer meaningful
reforms in
global diamond
governance

within the KP to steer meaningful reforms in
global diamond governance.

The core issues for India

The KP, a tripartite setup of governments,
industry organisations and civil society, faces
much criticism and challenges. First, a
long-standing criticism is about the definition of
‘conflict diamonds’. Its scope is very narrow,
capturing only the financial mechanism between
rebel groups and governments, while ignoring
the illicit use of rough diamonds in state-linked
abuses, human rights violations and human
trafficking, environmental harm, abuses in
artisanal mining, and illicit trade channels.

There are also fundamental questions about
the decision-making process. Civil society asks
how the KP can ever identify ‘conflict diamonds’
if any such decision is subject to political veto.
Under the current system, any determination can
be blocked. What happens when the KP identifies
conflict diamonds?

The case of the Central African Republic,
which was banned from exporting rough
diamonds in 2013 and rejoined in 2024, shows
that embargoes without strong support measures
tend to increase smuggling and worsen violence
rather than stop it. Additionally, while many
governments highlighted the need to protect the
mining communities, there was less agreement
on whether the KP should also address
state-related violence. A more inclusive approach
would better reflect the full range of challenges
communities experience.

Going forward, India may broaden the agenda,
without reopening political fights, by forming a
technical working group on violence and human
rights risks beyond rebel insurgencies. The
findings/recommendations from this group may
build a consensus before any re-definition of
conflict diamonds.

India can leverage its technological strengths
to promote digital, tamper-proof KP certificates
and harmonised customs data exchange. A

A chance for India to polish the Kimberley Process

YRA & forg frrare! T 3 GURA &7 36w

¢ India has assumed the chair of the Kimberley Process (KP) for the year 2026
YRd A 9 2026 F forg fHvaeil WA (KP) P remarar el &

¢ India has assumed the chair of the Kimberley Process (KP) for the year 2026.
YR = I8 2026 & forT fhwarell TR (KP) P Sregerdt TuTel g1

¢ The KP is a multinational mechanism for governing the trade of ‘conflict diamonds’, the
rough diamonds used illegally by rebel or insurgent groups to threaten legitimate

governments.

KP U&

IUATS! U 98 PRI B HHSIR B & oI Hd 3|
o The KP was initiated in May 2000 when southern African countries began dialogues to
prevent trade in conflict diamonds.

frradll M WS 2000 ¥ Y& g 9 &famft snptet ¢xN = Wud gRY & ATUR &I AdH- &

forg Hare == foba

blockchain-based certification system, where
each shipment carries a unique, immutable and
time-stamped digital record linked to key
shipment details, would significantly reduce
fraud, enhance transparency, and modernise KP
operations.

At the same time, India can support producer
countries by establishing regional KP technical
hubs in key producing areas, particularly in
central and eastern Africa, offering training, IT
support, certification assistance and forensic
capacity. Such capacity-building would make
reforms more feasible and collaborative rather
than punitive.

Additionally, India can advance institutional
reforms by adopting independent or third-party
audits in a subset of participants and push for full
public release of granular KP statistics from
participant countries. This is a step towards
greater transparency. Since the KP’s strength is its
tripartite structure, India can ensure that civil
society engagement remains robust by facilitating
open communication channels.

Focus on Africa

To address the community challenges, India can
highlight how diamonds contribute to livelihoods
in Africa. It can push the KP to explicitly
acknowledge this reality by aligning its work with
relevant Sustainable Development Goals, such as
decent work, poverty reduction and responsible
consumption. India can help ensure that the KP
framework channels diamond revenues toward
community development, supporting health,
education, and local infrastructure, rather than
allowing mining regions to be bypassed. This
would help shift the KP’s narrative from blocking
bad diamonds to enabling a responsible and
inclusive diamond trade.

India, as the KP chair and the leader of the
Global South, should start pursuing the reform
agenda more aggressively to make it a more
inclusive, progressive, sustainable, and
rule-based multilateral body.

a7 & o <Tuy gRI’ & TTUR B! FRifFd o1 g, e Iuai fagie) an

¢ Negotiations with 37 signatory parties in 2003 led to the Kimberley Process Certification

Scheme (KPCS).

2003 ¥ 37 SEAT&RPI SN & 1Y FTd & 9 fhvae NAT A PH= WA (KPCS)

R1fd g3

e Today, the KP has 60 participants representing 86 countries and accounts for about
99.8% of global rough diamond production.

3T KP # 60 UfaHT, 86 320 @1 Ufaf~fired ®vd €, 3R U 3fd TP EIRT IATE BT T

99.8% PHd Hal gl
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The current structure
TIAT EEAT

The KPCS is the mechanism to prevent trade of conflict diamonds, enforced individually
by KP participant countries.

KPCS g o7 & S Wuy Rl & ATUR $I Adl 8, S KP & TeT =M 3(THT-31HT AN B
gl
Each consignment is accompanied by a KP certificate issued by a participant country.

T WY P 1Y KP THIUYA BidT 8, o) T 3 T Bl 2

Trade in rough diamonds is allowed only between certified KP members who fully comply
with international standards.

R0 §R] 1 SATUR bael THTOM KP W 3211 & o< 81 3[Hd &, Sl S{avRTeH ATehI 31
ITa d & |

Participant countries must also share accurate statistical data on diamond production and
trade.

o TN ! ERT IdTE 3R ATIR R Tt JifIs 1 ST 1= BT 3ifHard g1

Angola, Botswana, Canada, Congo, Namibia and Russia together account for over 85%
of global rough diamond production.

ST, SeqaTT, HATST, HIN, AT 3R © fHaw afy® I ERT IS F185% A
aifre o < B

Though India is not a producer, it is a major importer, importing around 40% of global
rough diamond imports.

BTl HRA SATGP el 8, Ao I8 Y& TP ©, 3R df¥ds B SRI BT THTHT 40%
AT BT |
India is the world’s leading cutting and polishing hub, centered in Surat and Mumbai.

URT Y BT T BT AR UTRIRIT &5 2, P! $g Gue AR G 2|

India re-exports polished diamonds to markets such as China, Hong Kong, Israel, UAE
and the United States.

HRd gifersr fore g € &1 9, BT, SeRTS, UAE 3R 3@f¥eT S8 vkt # fafd
IRAT

India’s strategic position in the global diamond value chain gives it unique leverage
within KP to push reforms in global diamond governance.

Ay ERT g gl H URd B YurHIfae fRufd 38 KP A faRiv yuma i ], S a8 afye
ERT M § GUR 1 3417 56T GobdT 8

The core issues for India

HRd & e wq@ g

The Kimberley Process (KP), a tripartite setup of governments, industry organisations
and civil society, faces much criticism and challenges.

WA (KP), of IR, I 3R AR quTe 3t fHruahy sgawn g, &3
et 3R gAfaa &1 W R @]
A long-standing criticism concerns the definition of ‘conflict diamonds’, which has a very
narrow scope.
TP UG AT ay gRY Ft ufyHmr 3 F6fid 8, ST graRT 9gd il |
It captures only the financial link between rebel groups and governments, while ignoring
state-linked abuses, human rights violations, human trafficking, environmental harm,
abuses in artisanal mining and illicit trade channels.

Fadl faErd) ael ok TR & fte fafia Jdy &) Har Bl 8, Sefh Iea-gwfia
&Wﬁrr\r UFAIUSR Ieea, AT a¥b, Taiaruita JeaH, $RIR =4 o [0or 3R
34 STYR WY ) e el 2|
There are also questions about the decision-making process.

frofa @ Y ufssar W o are Iod &

Civil society asks how the KP can identify ‘conflict diamonds’ if decisions are subject to
political veto.
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o
Under the current system, any determination can be blocked.

oA gumelt H g +f fofa At o gar 21

The case of the Central African Republic, banned from exporting rough diamonds in 2013
and rejoining in 2024, shows embargoes without support increase smuggling and violence.

frafere @1 am, 12 2013 ¥ wfasfra vy mar oik 2024 & q=: =nfdra fean
T, gxitan 8 fob o gueda & ufady avepdt ok e ged €1

Many governments highlighted protecting mining communities, but there was less
agreement on addressing state-related violence.

Fs WHRI - T YS! BT JR&T R SR a1, Al Iea-awafia G w Jgafa &0 38
A more inclusive approach would better reflect the full range of community challenges.

T e UM RS0 Tl 3 aRAfa® gAaal S SR S|

India may broaden the agenda by forming a technical working group on violence and
human rights risks beyond rebel insurgencies.

YRA Yol el $T faR v g fasie & o & iR ararfier sifaul wR aa-iet ard
TE 1 THT ¢ |

The findings may help build consensus before redefining ‘conflict diamonds’.

g% ey Jad gRY @1 gdfrumar @ vgd wgufa a9 8 Hee HR 96d 8

India can use its technological strength to promote digital, tamper-proof KP certificates
and harmonised customs data exchange.

HRA 3T dhIP! &HdT BT ITTNT I fefored, Dsors-Adh KP yHTUTs ik Iaf<a
HICH el fafma & 9gar ¢ Iohdr g

A blockchain-based certification system with unique, immutable, time-stamped digital
records can reduce fraud and enhance transparency

e muTid YHTOH el ford sifgedta oik gwa-fafea feforea Rl o, eiRarush
P 3R URSRIAT 9g71 T&dl 3|

India can support producer countries by establishing regional KP technical hubs in central
and eastern Africa for tralnlng, IT support, certification and forensic capacity.

YR A 3R Ydf nptet # &t KP ao-fiet dg wiftd & ufieqor, st wgma,
THIUM 3R BRI &l U HR 9adl ¢ |
Such capacity-building would make reforms more collaborative rather than punitive.

T et fRAtor  QUR ST & S9 Hea s a7

India can promote institutional reforms through independent audits and full public
release of detailed KP statistics.

YR W SHifSe 3R faga KP sifrsl & Ardwi=e USRI & WeaH T HRINTG YR &
1Al ¢ Tl g

India should ensure strong civil society engagement through open communication
channels.

YR ) G HaTe AT & 10 § AR TATS Bt Aorgd HTeR) gRfEd o =yl

Focus on Africa
3BT TR AT

India can highlight the role of diamonds in livelihoods in Africa.
YR BIPT | SreitfaeT & R &) YfireT &) IR IR Tl g1

It can align KP work with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) such as decent work,
poverty reduction and responsible consumption.

T8 KP & &1 &) ad faeTa @edl (SDGs) SR TS ST, TR 377a- 3R frigr
JUUNT & S Favdl 5

India can ensure diamond revenues support community development, health, education
and infrastructure.

Wﬁﬁ%mwé%wwwm,w,mmeﬁvgﬁumﬁﬁ
IYERTE
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e This would shift KP’s focus from blocking bad diamonds to enabling responsible and
inclusive diamond trade.

S KP &1 & TRTE R &1 AP+ I iR i Ta1asi IR &1 9&d $31 3 3R
ST
¢ India, as KP chair and leader of the Global South, should pursue reforms to make KP a
more inclusive, progressive, sustainable and rule-based multilateral body.
Had SR

YR, KP 3eg8l 3R af¥e gfarmr & Aa1 & ©u 8, KP &7 3iftre wamazh, wrfasfie,
fFram-smenfya agueia Jw41 s 87 uURT &1 3T ggH1 A1feul

What next after
Thailand votes to

scrap constitution
GSI:IR

Reuters
BANGKOK

Voters in Thailand’s general election on Sund4
overwhelmingly voted for a referendum calli
for a new constitution to replace a 2017 charte
The referendum is the outcome of a decades-lo!
struggle between the pro-military royalist est
blishment and democratic political movements.

Those backing change say the current military-
backed charter entrenches unelected power, wea-
kening democratic checks and civil liberties.

The referendum drew 60% support and 32%
against, the Election Commission reported, with
94% of polling stations counted. The ballot asked,
“Do you approve that there should be a new con-
stitution?” and offered a choice of “Yes”, “No” or
“No opinion”. The majority “Yes” vote gives Par-
liament a public mandate to begin drafting a new
national charter, which would replace the current
2017 constitution which was drafted by a military-
appointed committee following a 2014 coup.

Thailand has had 20 constitutions since the
end of absolute monarchy in 1932. Most of the
changes followed military coups, 13 of which have
been successful in the last 94 years.

Most mainstream political parties, including
the ruling Bhumjaithai Party, which won big in
Sunday’s election, as well as the Opposition Peo-
ple’s Party and Pheu Thai, backed amending the
constitution and urged supporters to vote “yes” in
the referendum. Once formed, the new govern-
ment and lawmakers can start the amendment
process in Parliament, with two more referen-
dums required to adopt a new constitution. The
first task will be to lay out the framework and key
principles of the drafting process, as well as iden-
tifying those responsible for writing the charter.

Experts say the process could run at least two
years after the first referendum.

AU § YT I, o ATY Y faem & ue W 87

fawey foar man

What next after Thailand votes to scrap
constitution

TfAU= B @H B & fou YrEds d AdeH &
916 3T T

* e Votersin
Thailand’s general
election on Sunday
overwhelmingly voted for
a referendum calling for
a new constitution to
replace a 2017 charter.
AR Tl g UEAs F
3TH AT T Haaraish A
U SgHd ¥ 2017 & AR BT Iqa o g g Afder o
HITT dTel ST S8 & U& H G foan

. The referendum is the outcome of a decades-long
struggle between the pro-military royalist establishment
and democratic political movements.

g 9HHd HU8 A9 JUd® IJeraFardt ufage iR

e dii® IIfde igia-l & sid gD! J T 3138
Tuy &1 gy |

. Those backing change say the current military-
backed charter entrenches unelected power, weakening
democratic checks and civil liberties.

URacd &1 U S aTal &1 He ¢ o Hiclal 4= Jufda
frg=or SR ARTR® TWaFant HHeR gt |1

. The referendum drew 60% support and 32%
against, the Election Commission reported, with 94% of
polling stations counted.

AT TN & TR 94% HAGH Bl b [l & Y
U WU DI 60% THYT 3R 32% ARy e

. The ballot asked, “Do you approve that there
should be a new constitution?” and offered a choice of
“Yes”, “No” or “No opinion”.

AR B, Y R Y

o The majority “Yes” vote gives Parliament a public mandate to begin drafting a new national
charter, which would replace the current 2017 constitution which was drafted by a military-
appointed committee following a 2014 coup.

§gud o it g1 dic & Tg & a1 TTER TIR XA BT TG e §, S Hislar 2017
& TAYT B 718 o, O 2014 F q=ATIGE & 916 O=a-Frgaa aftfa 3 daR fear an
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Thaile}nd _has haq 20 cons}itutiqns since the end of absplute monarchy in 1932.
YIS T 1932 F quf o7 & 3fd & 918 F 3§ a% 20 WRYF T IH 5|

Most of the changes followed military coups, 13 of which have been successful in the last

94 years.

3ffererier aRad= A= a&aTIdel & a1¢ gy, 5 @ fUed 94 auf § 13 Iwa @ ¢

Most mainstream political parties, including the ruling Bhumjaithai Party, which won big in
Sunday’s election, as well as the Opposition People’s Party and Pheu Thai, backed

amending the constitution and urged supporters to vote “yes” in the referendum.

HFYHT GRIURT BT IS uriear, fomd AAaR & g9 § 91 Siid g1RYa e areft
m{qﬁuﬁuﬁ, ﬁu&ﬂﬁwuﬁ@ku@mﬁa%ﬁvﬁmwﬁmwwﬁ
a1 3R Tufe! T S-THd TUg § “BF & U H AdSH B3 B 3 Bl |

Once formed, the new government and lawmakers can start the amendment process in
Parliament, with two more referendums required to adopt a new constitution.

T IR 98 TR 51 & J1¢ AiGe T9¢ H G Ufhar TR= R Tohd ¢, 3R 78 Jfqe™
DI AU & o & 3R FH HUg 3MaId gl |

The first task will be to lay out the framework and key principles of the drafting process,

as well as identifying those responsible for writing the charter.

Ugd BTd HHieT Uitk & @i 3R qReT Rygial &1 ag o531 g, WY & 91dR forem & fog

fSreR ART &1 U &A1 g

Experts say the process could run at least two years after the first referendum.

faiugl &1 e @ 5 I ufehan Uga SHd 9UE & §1¢ HH T HH & 99 do Id Tl g

‘Takaichi’s landslide win reflects deep
structural, 1deolog1cal shift in Japan’

pre

BEIJING

China on Monday said that
Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi’s massive
victory in the midterm
polls, a result widely seen
as fuelled by public resent-
ment over Beijing’s strong
opposition to her, reflects
some deep-seated structu-
ral problems and shifting
ideological currents.

Ms. Takaichi’s Liberal
Democratic Party won
more than two-thirds ma-
jority in the House of Re-
presentatives in Sunday’s
election.

The election results in
Japan reflected some deep-
seated structural problems
as well as evolving trends
of ideological currents,
which deserve profound
reflection by visionary in-
dividuals from all walks of

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi speaks during a press

conference in Tokyo on Monday. AP

life in Japan and the inter-
national community at
large, Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Lin
Jian told reporters.

He was replying to a
question at a media brief-
ing here whether Beijing’s
tough stance toward Ms.
Takaichi’s remarks on Tai-
wan, persisting with diplo-
matic tension, influenced
the outcome of elections in

her favour.

“We urge those running
the Japanese government
to take seriously rather
than brush aside the con-
cerns of the international
community, follow the
path of peaceful develop-
ment rather than return to
militarism,” he said.

“If Japan’s far-right forc-
es miscalculate and act
recklessly, they will be met

by resistance from the Ja-
panese people and serious
backlash from the interna-
tional community,” he
added.

China never interferes
in the internal affairs of
other countries, firmly op-
poses any erroneous
words and actions that in-
terfere in its internal af-
fairs, infringe upon its core
interests, Mr. Lin said, de-
fending Beijing’s tough
stance towards Japan in
the last few months.

China mounted a mas-
sive diplomatic offensive
against Japan over Ms. Ta-
kaichi’s remarks in Novem-
ber last year that a Taiwan
contingency could be a
“survival-threatening situa-
tion” for Japan that may
lead to action from the
country’s defence forces in
support of the United
States.

‘Takaichi’s landslide win reflects deep structural, ideological shift in Japan’

ArpTE B U Sfid ST § T8Y SREATHS 3R 3T Jedrd &1 geidl &

¢ China on Monday said that Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s massive victory in
the midterm polls, a result widely seen as fuelled by public resentment over Beijing’s
strong opposition to her, reflects some deep-seated structural problems and shifting
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DI I A F51 o AT Pt GUTHA A dTp1edt &1 Aeraty gaEl § YR ofid,
1 age wu ¥ 3% ufd fifeiT & w3 Rty § Ius 949 ompiwr ¥ ORd A @], T8
Y TS ST TIAATHS TS 3R dead! darie yRTsi & g2 g
Ms. Takaichi’s Liberal Democratic Party won more than two-thirds majority in the House
of Representatives in Sunday’s election.
gt arepT=h B Rrave SHIP e Uil 3 AR & goma A wfafify g 7 d-faerg @
3f¥r® IgHa s fha
The election results in Japan reflected some deep-seated structural problems as well as
evolving trends of ideological currents, which deserve profound reflection by visionary
individuals from all walks of life in Japan and the international community at large, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian told reporters.
ST § A TS TeR WEATHS JaEI3H & Y-y fawia gidt aaiies
gl &1 A €, foF W S 3R s 8 e & gt ot & el safaaat
ER1 g+ i o S anfee, d+t fad=r warera & o o forame = TeR! 3 SeTl
He was replying to a question at a media briefing here whether Beijing’s tough stance
toward Ms. Takaichi’s remarks on Taiwan, persisting with diplomatic tension, influenced the
outcome of elections in her favour.
Jg Igl Us Hifear siftha & 59 U3 &1 IR ¢ 36 3 (& argarq W gt arergel &) fewioat &
Ui T & FS T@, 3R TR ISR a-1d, 3 FAT9 UROME! B 39 Tef & yuTiad faar ar
a1
“We urge those running the Japanese government to take seriously rather than brush aside
the concerns of the international community, follow the path of peaceful development
rather than return to militarism,” he said.
I FEI, “TH SATUTHI PR I ATl & ST P © [ J SARTPRI HHEH S Fiemshi 31
TORIETS TR & Forrd THRAT ¥ o, 3R A=aarg 31 3R e & oy riferqof faery & ot
BT STV B |”
“If Japan’s far-right forces miscalculate and act recklessly, they will be met by resistance
from the Japanese people and serious backlash from the international community,” he
added.
I S HT, “TG SIUH BT gR-GT STt a1 7Terd e Hcll & SR ATuRaTR! I
BT B &, A IQ SATUTHT ST & URIY SR SaRRIPT T &1 1R uffshan o1 amwe
HIAT TSN
China never interferes in the internal affairs of other countries, firmly opposes any
erroneous words and actions that interfere in its internal affairs, infringe upon its core
interests, Mr. Lin said, defending Beijing’s tough stance towards Japan in the last few
months.
o 3 et fs T ol ot o 30 & Sifafve Arel & saay T8 e, ok U ot of
TTAd Xeg) SR HTAT BT H&T faRIY BT § S ISP SRS AHGl § g@d & a1 I9b Ja ¥l
BT ITI Y, 3R 2 UBd & AeH! A ST & ufd SifSi & &8 $@ &1 914 faa |
China mounted a massive diplomatic offensive against Japan over Ms. Takaichi’s remarks
in November last year that a Taiwan contingency could be a “survival-threatening
situation” for Japan that may lead to action from the country’s defence forces in support of
the United States.
A 7 fUsa o Faar & goft arprgdl 3 37 iR o dax s & RIas 16 981
SRS AT e o1, f5H og1 T o1 fos argar e S o o Ue “ifaea-o-
fRre-maRT Uer ®e- arell fRufer 8 Iodar 8, R Ty Ieg 3mieT & v o 32 &1 vem
qdl Bt PRATS ol YD g
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‘Workers, employers
found Labour Codes
forward-looking’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A survey conducted by the
Union Labour Ministry’s
research arm, V.V. Giri Na-
tional Labour Institute,
among 5,720 workers and
715 employers has found “a
broad-based and construc-
tive acceptance” of the
four Labour Codes. “The
overall perception scores
indicate that stakeholders
view the Labour Codes as a
credible and forward-look-
ing reform, reflecting con-
fidence in their long-term
relevance despite the ack-
nowledged transitional na-
ture of the current phase,”
a report based on the sur-
vey said.

The results were re-
leased by Union Labour
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya on Monday. Ten Cen-
tral trade unions have gi-
ven a call for general strike

on February 12 against the
implementation of the four
Labour Codes.

“The study finds a posi-
tive assessment of the po-
tential impact of the La-
bour Codes on working
conditions, wages, and in-
come security. Workers
perceive that the Codes
will lead to improved regu-
lation of working hours,
better leave practices, and
regularity in wage pay-
ments,” it added. Sixty per
cent of surveyed workers
expect working conditions
to improve over time.

It added that “71% of
employers express confi-
dence that the Labour
Codes support women’s
participation in employ-
ment, while 66% of work-
ers believe that safety,
transport, and monitoring
requirements will improve
protection for women
workers”.

‘Workers, employers found Labour Codes
forward-looking’

yftrept, fAratedrai A g dfgarsh &1
et urar

¢ A survey conducted by the Union Labour
Ministry’s research arm, V.V. Giri National Labour
Institute, among 5,720 workers and 715 employers
has found “a broad-based and constructive
acceptance of the four Labour Codes.

HU yH HATT D1 gy T, .. il i
S5 AT GRT 5,720 AT 3R 715 Frdiarai F o
U U wdeur § IR 9 Higaai B AR “ud SR
TIATHS pia” IS % 5
e “The overall perception scores indicate that
stakeholders view the Labour Codes as a credible
and forward-looking reform, reflecting confidence in
their long-term relevance despite the acknowledged
transitional nature of the current phase,” a report
based on the survey said.

Jdeur R e Ry & Fer e § i “pa yRom
R 1d § [ fauRe® sy wfansii & fayweig
IR R GUR & ¥ T <Jd 8, S IdqM 9RO B
Wpd AHHUPBTA UPfd & STavle gradIes
wrEfwar & fayra & a8 1’

e The results were released by Union Labour
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Monday.

gfvome S 4u W I HisfadT GR1 AR &
SR feu T

e Ten Central trade unions have given a call for
general strike on February 12 against the

implementation of the four Labour Codes.

9 HE ¢S Tl 3 IR o wfgaret & srfau & ARy 7 12 Brad) B G gedrd

T 3R b §1
e “The study finds a positive assessment of the potential impact of the Labour Codes on

working conditions, wages, and income security.

e 1 o1 uiRfRufera, aae 3R 3T &M IR yH Afgarsit & AHIad gya &1
HHRIHAS THE U T 3|

o Workers perceive that the Codes will lead to improved regulation of working hours, better
leave practices, and regularity in wage payments,” it added.
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39 SIS T § o 9ffvep] b1 A1 § b gt rd wet & dger fFraws, sraerar wursif &
YR, 3R Fa-1 Ya= ) fFrafiraar anef
Sixty per cent of surveyed workers expect working conditions to improve over time.

gderor & wnfiret 60 ufa=ra sfie! o Sufie § f ot uf¥fRufear vg & ary dgar gl

It added that “71% of employers express confidence that the Labour Codes support
women’s participation in employment, while 66% of workers believe that safety,
transport, and monitoring requirements will improve protection for women workers”.

94 g8 *ft He1 T © % “71% fFordiaan amd € fos o fgand Ao | afgarsi ot
HRTERY &1 THA Bl €, STafes 66% HfHepT o1 faym & fo JRam, ufvasH, ok R
ATILIHATe ufgen 4fiet & IReor & gurR H3

The next big commodity is the mineable self

global market in a new commodity is

growing exponentially in front of our

eyes. Itis not artificial intelligence (AI).

It is not rare earths. It is not some new
source of energy. It is not even in
pharmaceuticals, media, or finance. It is integral
to each of them and might determine the future
of all of them. It is an infinitely renewable
resource, which will last at least for as long as
human beings and our planet continue to exist.

This commodity is the self, in which a global

market has gradually emerged. It cuts across all
domains of human life, from entertainment to
journalism, from streaming to gender transitions,
from banking to branding, from identity politics
to soft power, and from crowdfunding to the tariff
wars.

Mining the self

Industrial capitalism has a marked predilection
for the creation and exploitation of what Marx
called surplus value, value beyond the value of
the labour required to produce commodities, and
floats into the mysterious form of profit for the
owners and managers of capital.

Today, human beings are the new object and
horizon of capitalist extraction. The new object is
sociality itself. It is our friendships, our love lives,
our family connections, our classmates, our
children, our fellow workers, our neighbours, as
well as our digital lives, our political allies, our
food and drug suppliers, and more. This is
profiling on steroids. It mines our deepest
affinities and our most ephemeral social ties. It is
a new feat of creative destruction, which renders
ideas such as privacy, intimacy and trust
obsolete. It makes all our sociality a resource that
can be mined without permission or limit. And in
this unbounded mining of sociality, our stories
are the access code. There are three recent
changes in the market for selves, which together
drive the mineable self.

This first change is that the seduction of the
global has captured the market in characters.
This is evident in the global hunt for stories from
Mexico to Nepal and Spain to Indonesia. Every
form of local mythology, folklore and backwater
is trolled by publishers, film festivals, art
biennales, and literary prize committees in the
ceaseless hunt for portability, local flavour,
vaguely universal themes and new character
types (aliens, cyber-monsters, souped up heroes,
zombies, post-blobs).

The most sought-after stories of our times are
about obviously mobile phenomena such as
drugs, migrants or mercenaries. More precisely,
they are about the local addresses of transborder
volatility. And this is as true of the stories that

2
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Stories,
technology
platforms and
digital markets
are
transforming
humans into
commodities

make up the news, as it is of more obviously
literary fiction. It has been a few decades since
any person with a camera or a video-recorder
who happens to be in a scheme of war, crime or
terror becomes a photojournalist, a kind of
narrative First Responder, who puts the global
narrative system on alert. Syndicated news
services, stringers, overseas correspondents and
their metropolitan handlers become parts of a
vast system of triage for these “local” incidents
and images, stoking the furnace of global media.
Of course, there is a vast pyramid of news
organisations, media, audiences and platforms,
which form an uneven hierarchy of priorities and
tastes. These include media that are resolutely
local in their reach. But even they imagine the
larger world through their own lenses.

So, “local” news is often a prismatic refraction
of global issues, in a manner that changes the
texture of locality, which is no longer bound by
the parochial, the proximate and the familiar.
Thus, locality regarding the news is no longer
what it used to be. Nor is the global its simple
antonym. The market for stories, whether of the
real or of the less real, occupies a new geography
which cannot be captured by opposing the global
and the local. This development drives the
transformation of the self into the newest form of
raw material, a new horizon for extraction,
exploitation and commodification.

In this new market, everyone has a story,
including ordinary humans (who still are the
reference point of what used to be called human
interest), but also banks, nations, sports teams,
genders (old and new), corporations, and
franchises and cities among other social forms.
This multiplication of the “I” and the “Me” is
discernible even in the twilight zone of AI, where
Siri, ChatGPT and numerous bots are in the race
to display the same emotions, intuitions and
vulnerabilities as any garden variety human can
do. The strange symbiosis between the mineable
self, the rebooted idea of locality and the story
market can be better understood by looking at
the single biggest force in the story market today,
which is OTT (Over the Top) streaming, the
entertainment technology of choice for such
giants as Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney and
other companies in this market.

The character of streaming

It is widely known that streaming, driven by OTT
technologies, which rely only on the Internet,
and not on prior media infrastructures, is
colonising much of the market previously
dominated by big studios, their business models,
their modes of distribution and their approaches
to branding, promotion and audience-building.

The next big commodity is the mineable self

3Tl IS ARSI § IS B 91y W98

Perhaps the biggest element of this booming
story economy is the rise of “unknowns”,
mid-market actors and characters who appear to
be woven into modest parts of professional life
and seem extraordinarily ordinary. In India, a
streaming market that Netflix CEO Reed Hastings
claimed in 2018 would bring his company a 100
million subscribers. This trend highlights a more
general global trend toward the democratisation
of the self, a not entirely positive phenomenon.

The rise of the self is sometimes as seen as an
expression of the best of enlightenment values,
another face of the rise of the individual, of
personal liberty, of freedom from assigned
collective identities, and of freedom to craft one’s
own path from the raw materials of birth, context
and social stereotypes. But that potential has now
become a big part of the mineable self of our
digital era. The intelligence of the artificial
competes with previously human monopolies
over affect, judgement and intuition. The classical
individual is now an unstable composite of credit
scores, actuarial charts, algorithmic storehouses,
and consumer profiles, with virtually no need for
a unified or continuous anchor in a singular
person.

Thus, what the philosopher Charles Taylor
studied as “The Sources of the Self” might today
be retold as the story of the “sources of the
selfie”. The selfie taken with a celebrity, even by
photobombing, is a quintessential expression of
the democratisation of the self, equal to anyone
else before the lens.

The chain of storytelling

This trend is now at the cutting edge of mining
the self. Everyone has the right to have a
self-centered story, whether of heroism,
victimhood, martyrdom, or redemption, and
anyone can get help to tell their story better with
the paid help of influencers, coaches, writing
apps, publishing platforms or, sometimes,
through selling the right to mine their stories to
entertainers, journalists, publicists or
scriptwriters. The great chain of storytelling
always strives for more ears and eyeballs. The
careers of many YouTube stars have been
powered by nothing more than the lucky virality
of often trivial self-narrations.

Thus, two slogans meet one another in the
global market for selves. One is that every self has
astory, and the other one is that every such story
deserves an audience. These two pieces of recent
common sense fuel the rush to drill into every
living mineshaft, looking for a chunk of ourselves
with the tools that we have so recently invented.
What we have now is a new super-commodity,
bound only by our appetite for mining ourselves.

A global market in a new commodity is growing exponentially in front of our eyes.
TP 3 a5 H Iy I9IR §ARY iiEl & A doit | 9¢ @I &|

It is not artificial intelligence (Al).

Ig PiAw giawr (Al) 781 B

It is not rare earths.
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e Itis not some new source of energy.
Tg HIs 18 Sl BT WId T8l 2

e ltis not even in pharmaceuticals, media, or finance.
Tg pHHIgfeded, Hifear ar famr & «ff 2 81

e l|tis integral to each of them and might determine the future of all of them.
T8 57 g @1 fa 3w § 3R 3% vfaw &1 Ruffya @< gwar g1

e ltis an infinitely renewable resource, which will last at least for as long as human beings
and our planet continue to exist.
ggﬁwaﬁawﬁﬁmvﬂuﬁww%, S 99 d% I 51d I WG SR FHRT I8 K1

I

e This commodity is the self, in which a global market has gradually emerged.
g 9% W (self) g, ForoH ta Afe aroiR dR-R IwRT1 31

e |t cuts across all domains of human life, from entertainment to journalism, from
streaming to gender transitions, from banking to branding, from identity politics to soft
power, and from crowdfunding to the tariff wars.
g HTHa sitad & gt &= © T g, o ARSI | TEehTiT, W 9 Sex uiiad,
T | FifEw, vea IeIfT A Fiwe UR, iR HreswhieT | RE g I |

Mining the self
qY hT G

e Industrial capitalism has a marked predilection for the creation and exploitation of what Marx
called surplus value, value beyond the value of the labour required to produce commaodities,
and floats into the mysterious form of profit for the owners and managers of capital.

# 39 Tl & fTor SfiR =0 1 ugi gl & ford ATt = TRy e Fa,
S g3 o ITeH 7 o9 P I I W@m%ﬁvqﬁ%mﬁﬁawﬁ%ﬁmﬂ%
*q # uf¥afda gt wirar 21
e Today, human beings are the new object and horizon of ca |taI|st extraction.
3{TST AT a4 Yeltard) INWor &1 a1 aed o fafas s e §)
e The new object is sociality itself.
T A ATHTITH AT €94 ¢ |

e ltis our friendships, love lives, family connections, classmates, children, fellow
workers, nelghbours digital lives, political allies, food and drug suppliers, and more.

Tg guR ferraT, 49 Sha mwamaﬁ,mﬁ,q@vﬂ,%ﬁmﬁﬂaﬁ,
TS wedh, e R gat amyfderaf anfe g

e This is profiling on steroids.
T TP UIPISIeTT ¢ |

¢ It mines our deepest affinities and most ephemeral social ties.
Ig gUR) Mgt ude SN &ffdTes [raTiIg Hete o1 @ Fdl 5|

e ltis a new feat of creative destruction, which renders ideas such as privacy, intimacy and
trust obsolete.
g TS AT BT 71 ISTERT 7, SN TI=ara, Sfaaran iR fayra o faart &t
YT §7 T B

e |t makes all our sociality a resource that can be mined without permission or limit.
g IR O ATt 1 AT HEIY 947 3ot @ foret fam srgufa ar fwr & @+
far o awar 21

e And in this unbounded mining of sociality, our stories are the access code.
3R 39 SRATT AHIRTs W H, TARI STl 81 7ax &1s g

e There are three recent changes in the market for selves, which together drive the
mineable self.
WU & IR | i giferar uf¥ad= gu §, St firaes W= aivg Wad &) 9gar 3 § 1

e This first change is that the seduction of the global has captured the market in
characters.

Ugell uRadH g & fob 3y smeur A Ul & 99k 31 use Rrar R
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This is evident in the global hunt for stories from Mexico to Nepal and Spain to

Indonesia.

I AfFg®! A Aurd ok W A SSHRMAT 9% Syl 1 Afye @w § Wy g

Every form of local mythology, folklore and backwater is trolled by publishers, film

festivals, art biennales, and literary prize committees in the ceaseless hunt for

portability, local flavour, vaguely universal themes and new character types.

& THR & W RIS BTy, MHPHUTE 3R IR &7 &Iy, fhext bikead,

Fa fagara iR wifAe Rpr afifaal TR @iecd €, aife afye swafiar, wirda

wWre, it fawg aﬁ?qqqﬁwﬁlawl

The most sought-after stories of our times are about mobile phenomena such as drugs,

migrants or mercenaries.

3T ) Taq 31ferep [T aTelt Tl g3, yardt a1 w1 & Afe 99 nfashie fawa

e g

More precisely, they are about the local addresses of transborder volatility.

3 T® ¥ ¥, § WHIR fRRET & I =0 & TR 3 8

And this is as true of the stories that make up the news, as it is of literary fiction.

I WHTEIR &1 HEIa & e 31 81 9 § fora-n wnfefe syrsit & for

It has been a few decades since any person with a camera or video-recorder who happens

to be in a scheme of war, crime or terror becomes a photojournalist, a narrative First

Responder.

F3 D! F, Pis it T g urg FuT a1 AW RpTe 8 iR S gogr, SIURTY AT 3MTeih

! g & IURXA B, BIe! TSR a1 HUT BT YYH STREAT 5 Il ¢ |

Syndicated news services, stringers, overseas correspondents and metropolitan

handlers become parts of a vast system of triage for these “local” incidents and images,

stoking the furnace of global media.

Rifsdhes TamER Ya1d, fRTR, fae=h Gareerar s W RIg Ueu® 37 R gersi 3R

B3l & forg frmmmer =ra=1 wormeft 1 e 571 o €, e afye wifgan o werar fiear 21

Of course, there is a vast pyramid of news organisations, media, audiences and

platforms, forming an uneven hierarchy of priorities and tastes.

Ff¥d U ¥, gumaR e, difean, axiel ok Wewmt &1 fawna fRrifs g, &

wrfrmarel iR Tl $t SR HET ST 5 |

These include media that are resolutely local in their reach.

379 T wifean off 2nfire & o o=t uge # guia: =i g

But even they imagine the larger world through their own lenses.

AT I off 3= efpPIor | 98 fay F Feu1 Hd &

So, “local” news is often a prismatic refraction of global issues, changing the texture of

locality.

T USR, “RITFI” THER RR afye gl o1 ggemandt ufafds giar g, i wa=iaar #t

Upfa ®) 9aa a1 2|

Locality is no longer bound by the parochial, proximate and familiar.

R or@ waivl, fwe oiv uitfera Wit 0w it =8t w6

Thus, locality regarding the news is no longer what it used to be, nor is the global its

simple antonym.

?W, TR & e & RFgar ore uga Sieft 7 38, ok 3y Suet wra fudia T8
I

The market for stories, whether real or less real, occupies a new geography beyond the

global-local divide.

FHEI BT IR, I AATAP Bl AT HH ardfae, Ayw-wr-g faues § ® 98 e o

IIGE

This development drives the transformation of the self into the newest form of raw

material, a new horizon for extraction, exploitation and commodification.

Tg AT W90 & = HIA P A€ U A 9a4 o1 Ufehd1 &l SId1 g, S 9oT, STaNT 3R
TEIHIYT HT 141 faifasr g
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In this new market, everyone has a story

39 ¢ IR # R fohft & Ut ue wert @

In this new market, everyone has a story, including ordinary humans, but also banks,
nations, sports teams, genders, corporations, franchises and cities among other social
forms.

9 AU IR ¥ g% forelt & U U Pt 7, o Wy agw 8 e sfed o, Y, @
&, ex, FRURTM, Harsw R e oft =nfia &)

This multiplication of the “I” and the “Me” is discernible even in the twilight zone of Al,
where Siri, ChatGPT and numerous bots are in the race to display the same emotions,
mtmtlons and vulnerabilities as humans.

“&" 3R “qRP” $1 75 i Al B g oft feraré &eft &, STET siri, ChatGPT 3R 3% icH
ng&fr SRt HTaTE, SiawieT 3R Buwifal fiem &t dis § 8|

The strange symbiosis between the mineable self, rebooted locality and the story
market can be understood by looking at OTT streaming, the entertainment technology used
by Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney and others.

G 9N W, GAURHTT RITdT 3R S8 99R & di9 BT 9geiiad & 9HeH & g
OTT W ) ST/ 3MaTF &, fT Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney 3¢ IUdIT &3d g

The character of streaming

IR BT W&y

Streaming driven by OTT technologies using only the Internet is colonising the market
once dominated by big studios, thelr dlstrlbutlon and brandlng models

geAe AU OTT ad-1e gRT Janferd W o I Tefaay, faawur ok wiféw aisa
1A TR TR Hol HX L 2

A major element of this story economy is the rise of “unknowns” and mid-market actors,
ordinary characters woven into modest professional lives.

39 B! fIRT BT T ded “STSIT” SR ALIH TR & U BT 964 ¢, Sl TR0
IR e I 93 2 B

In India, the streaming market was expected by Netflix CEO Reed Hastings (2018) to bring
100 million subscribers.

YRA | T §9IR ¥ Netflix & CEO Reed Hastings (2018) %I 100 fiferasT Teashigar &1
Il At

This trend reflects a global movement toward democratisation of the self, though not
entirely positive.

g VgHi W &b ABaABROT Bl A Ughi Bl =i B, o gt IR IHRIES L 3

The rise of the self is linked to individual liberty, freedom from collective identities and
freedom to craft one’s own path.

Wgwwﬁmwﬁ,%wﬁﬁaﬁvmnﬁaﬂﬁﬁmﬁ
ST el

But this potential has become part of the mineable self of the digital era.

A I8 e 3e R¥RTed T & @ dhg W &1 fowa o7 78

Artificial intelligence now competes with human monopoly over affect, judgement and
intuition.

39 piw gfgwar s, fAvfa ik siagf wR e vaiier & ufawet #2331

The classical individual is now an unstable composite of credit scores, actuarial charts,
algorithmic storehouses and consumer proflles

URURS e 319 hfse R, Tagfad a1, Tanefiie Ser 3k SuHia Wiwsa &1
SRR fargor 59 T 2|

Thus, philosopher Charles Taylor’s “The Sources of the Self” might today be retold as
“the sources of the selfie”.

39 UHR aRIHd TR ¢@ BT “The Sources of the Self” I 3Tl “TAeh] & FId” H T H
AT S GHdT B |
The selfie with a celebrity symbolises democratisation of the self, equal before the lens.

Afafadt & T1Y ot TS AP WY F APaATHIU BT Ui @, el TS PR B G GAE B
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The chain of storytelling

PEH! B P

PIERIl

This trend is now at the cutting edge of mining the self.
Ig Ugil 319 Wd & WA Bt i Hr R g

Everyone has the right to a self-centered story, whether of heroism, victimhood,
martyrdom or redemption.

& 5 &1 Tu-Fied T &1 SRFR ©, e 98 dRar, difsaan, aferer ar gida =1 g1l

People can get help through influencers, coaches, writing apps, publishing platforms, or
by selling rights to mine their stories.

TN SRIUER, B4, AG VU, BT WeBIH a7 Ut HIdl & AfUPR d°aH Ueg
T I el 5|

The chain of storytelling seeks more ears and eyeballs, powering many YouTube
careers through viral self-narrations.

PEM! B Pt g1 IRIF a=0P 3R Yiar Wierdl 8, 3R H3 YouTube HRW I”RA
SATH-BYTSH A T &

Thus, two slogans dominate the global market for selves: every self has a story and every
story deserves an audience.

T UHR WY & AfYP TT9R A < faaR 7 §: 8 WU @1 TP HeT- @ 3R 8% Hel B
CREAEREICHY!
These ideas fuel the rush to mine every living mineshaft, using newly invented tools.

Y IR gx Sifdd WeM (¥ad) & @9 P s ! §¢@l d 8, 7T IUBUIT S Y|

What we have now is a new super-commodity, limited only by our appetite for mining
ourselves.

TS §AR UMY Ueh 8 JUR-a%g ¢, Sl Had WY P W= 1 guR 3951 § v 3
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Lessons about job creation from Misty Milk

recent visit to a dairy
processing plant in
Erode taught us more
about job creation than
all the TV debates on the Indian
economy. Erode has been key to
Tamil Nadu’s economic story for
decades. Business owners
mentioned multiple constraints
holding them back: access to
credit, skills gaps, regulatory
complexity, tariff structures. To
understand how these constraints
operate in practice, we visited the
main plant of Misty Milk, a
mid-sized company in western
Tamil Nadu. There, we found that
even when ambition, demand,
and infrastructure exist, structural
barriers prevent growth. Yet the
visit also revealed reasons for
optimism about India’s
employment challenge.

The constraints

Misty Milk has an impressive
capital-intensive facility, with a
sophisticated plant designed to
handle far more milk than it
receives. It is not a startup — with
over ¥2,500 crore in annual
turnover, it is a serious operation.
It sources milk from about 2,000
dairy farmers. Yet management
estimates that the plant could
integrate supply from nearly
70,000 farmers without significant
additional investment at the
processing end. The constraint is
not demand for dairy products,
nor is it a lack of infrastructure. It
is the limited ability of small dairy
farmers to expand production
because they lack access to
affordable and reliable credit.

For small dairy farmers,
purchasing additional cattle,
ensuring consistent feed supply,
investing in basic sheds, and
accessing veterinary care all
require upfront expenditure.
Reserve Bank of India data show
that small and marginal farmers,
who account for over 85% of
operational landholdings, receive
a disproportionately small share of
formal agricultural credit. The
alternative remains informal
borrowing at high interest rates,
which raises risk and discourages

"y
' @
I , Fw

Salman Soz

Economist, author,
and member, Indian
National Congress

Anand Srinivasan

Expert in personal
finance and member,
Indian National
Congress

The lack of
access to
affordable and
reliable credit is
one of the
factors at the
heart of India’s
job crisis

investment. Misty Milk and its
supplier farmers can grow
together — but only if policy
enables those who can create
output, jobs, and income.

Misty Milk has ambitious
growth plans, inspired by the
success of giants such as Amul.
Amul’s cooperative network today
includes roughly 3.6 million dairy
farmers. Daily milk procurement
is close to 35 million litres, and the
Amul group’s turnover has crossed
¥80,000 crore. These numbers
reflect not just consumer demand
or brand strength, but the power
of aggregation combined with
institutional support. Amul’s
model reduces risk for farmers by
ensuring predictable procurement
and facilitating access to services
and finance. The lesson is not that
private firms must become
cooperatives. It is that without
solving credit constraints at the
producer level, scaling up
becomes nearly impossible. Misty
Milk’s experience highlights how
much untapped potential exists
between India’s small private firms
and its national champions.

Looking beyond dairy, Erode’s
broader industrial landscape
reinforces the same pattern. The
district has long been a hub for
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs), particularly in textiles and
manufacturing, built on dense
clusters shaped by reinvestment,
local networks, and market
responsiveness. During a meeting
with around 50 SME owners,
there was no shortage of ideas or
demand. But nearly all of them
pointed to constraints that limit
growth and employment. Skill
shortages are emerging as
production becomes more
technologically demanding.
Regulatory complexity and
compliance costs weigh
disproportionately on smaller
firms. Tax uncertainty strains cash
flows, while tariff structures raise
input costs for manufacturers
dependent on imports. Together,
these constraints determine
whether firms can scale and
integrate into national and global
value chains — the process

Lessons about job creation from Misty Milk

i firew 9 AR gord & aR ¥ J99

through which jobs-intensive
growth is created.

International evidence shows
that SMEs account for a
disproportionate share of net job
creation, particularly in
labour-abundant economies. The
World Bank estimates that SMEs
provide nearly 70% of global
employment and are the primary
source of new jobs in developing
countries. When these firms are
unable to grow, employment
creation slows even if headline
GDP numbers look strong.
Capital-intensive investments may
raise output, but they cannot
absorb labour at the scale India’s
demographics demand.

Demographic trajectory

The urgency of addressing these
constraints is heightened by
India’s demographic trajectory.
Most projections suggest that
India’s working-age population
advantage will begin to narrow
within the next two decades. If
sufficient quality jobs are not
created during this period, the
opportunity will be lost. Large
infrastructure projects and
headline investment
announcements, while important,
will not by themselves absorb
India’s labour force. Employment
at scale will come from MSMEs,
agro-processing, and value chains
that link small producers to
markets.

When SMEs are enabled to
grow, they strengthen the entire
economic ecosystem. Firms scale
organically, smaller suppliers raise
incomes sustainably, and workers
find better jobs closer to home.
India’s growth story won’t be
written by its largest corporations
alone — it will be written by
millions of smaller enterprises,
farmers, and workers who are
ready to grow right now. In Erode,
that readiness is already visible.

The question is not whether
India can create jobs at scale. It is
whether it will remove the
constraints, starting with credit
access, before the demographic
dividend expires. We likely have
two decades. The clock is ticking.

A recent visit to a dairy processing plant in Erode taught us more about job creation

TS & @ ST

WRIRRT Wic St gTieran I A g6 JSNTR Jord & IR | it Rraman

A recent visit to a dairy processing plant in Erode taught us more about job creation than
all the TV debates on the Indian economy.

RIS & T ST RN wiie ot g1ferar a3 g6 AR Joid & IR & YR faqawy
R ot At g5 & eiftres Raman

Erode has been key to Tamil Nadu’s economic story for decades.

RIS @ I aftrarg a1 e wert &1

He@yl e @I 3

Business owners mentioned constraints such as access to credit, skills gaps, regulatory
complexity and tariff structures.
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AU ! 2 BT 9 Ugd, HIxra 3, Frammetg sfeear iz TRw T==r okft arersit
BT Iewd |

To understand these constraints, we visited the main plant of Misty Milk, a mid-sized
company in western Tamil Nadu.

S I1Y13M D1 GHYA b fo1U g0 ufdedt affremrg & Teaw STHR &1 U= Misty Milk & G-
T BT SR |

Even when ambltlon demand and infrastructure exist, structural barriers prevent growth.
9 HE@TdigT, T 3R giardt gt divg g1 §, a9 ft Ia-ers a1t faer At 8

The visit also revealed reasons for optimism about India’s employment challenge.

Y IET A YRE ®1 AR T & ufa 3m=m & Ry +ft |

The constraints

YUY

Misty Milk has a capital-intensive facility capable of handling far more milk than it
receives.

Misty Milk & U Goil-TTg= T4 ¢ of Hivel o it g8 JUTd JahdT ¢ |

With over 2,500 crore annual turnover, it is a serious operation.

22,500 HIS A P T FRIER S AU U8 T He@qUl S 8|

It sources milk from about 2,000 dairy farmers.

Tg TTHT 2,000 ST fHAMT I g8 daT 31

The plant could integrate supply from nearly 70,000 farmers without major additional
investment.

T TTH 70,000 fram @Y smyfd fam a2 sifafea fFawr & e wwar g1

The constraint is not demand or infrastructure, but limited access to affordable and
reliable credit for small dairy farmers.

YT | T gAaTdl et el sfew Bie e & fig It ok faywrita wur st et g
Small farmers need funds for purchasing cattle, feed supply, sheds and veterinary care.
B fram &) ugy @i, IR, Vs MR Uy Rifrer d@yra & faw o= =nfeul

RBI data show small and marginal farmers (85% of holdings) receive a small share of
formal agrlcultural credit.

RBI & 3(TH3 Td1d ¢ fob B¢ MR Wwid fHar (85% i) &! U=t N H1 &1 HH
fewar faar 21

Farmers depend on informal borrowing at high interest rates, which raises risk and
discourages investment.

PO = TS WR =T BT R 1R 384 8, o9 sy ggdar iR < gear g
Growth of Misty Milk and farmers depends on policy enabling credit access and
productivit

Misty Milk &%?Wﬁq@mmﬁmmmwﬁﬂk%

Misty Milk aims to grow inspired by Amul’s success.

Misty Milk 3F& Pt Therdr 9 IR 86 d¢-1 Iregar g

Amul’'s network includes about 3.6 million dairy farmers, with 35 million litres daily
procurement and turnover above ¥80,000 crore.

3 g § U 36 ARG frar, 35 R e e wugr 3k 280,000 FHRIS I
3ftre SRIER 2|

These achievements show the power of aggregation and institutional support.

3 IUATRAT TS 3R HRINTT HA $1 fert et &

Amul reduces farmer risk through predictable procurement and access to services and
finance.

3a fAifda @il ok Jarsit 9 fad a% uga <o fa! &1 Sifad 9 Fal 5|

The lesson is not about turning firms into cooperatives, but about solving credit constraints
at the producer level.

g gg el i it FHufal Tear) o, sfer SdTg® WX UR BT qTUTE g7 HRAT 6|

Misty Milk highlights the untapped potential between small firms and national champions
in India.
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%/Iisty Milk HRd & BIET Hufral o AP TR Y Hufal & 9 U FUTaTSH B G
|

Looking beyond dairy
ST | 3T W §U

Looking beyond dairy, Erode’s broader industrial landscape reinforces the same pattern.
ST T 31 W/ U SRS BT AT 3enfie ulRezy 33t e &l gxifar g1

The district has long been a hub for small and medium enterprises (SMEs), especially in
textiles and manufacturing, built on dense clusters, reinvestment, local networks and
market responsiveness.
Tg e dd T0g ¥ g&d, Y 3R T I (SMEs) $T 3% 361 &, ARIvd eRiersd 3R
faffmafor 8 o a9 FereR, A, wg Aead o e ufafeear wR enufd g
During a meeting with around 50 SME owners, there was no shortage of ideas or demand.
TIHT 50 SME mﬁaﬁ%mﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁmmaﬁﬁ%wqﬁw
Almost all pointed to constraints limiting growth and employment.
T ot A T SR TR 3t WHifera w1 areft arursdi &1 SR Hohd faa
Skill shortages are emerging as production becomes technologically demanding.
IdTe & dp-IP! =0 A Sfed g1 & Y HIYa I HH 96 8 2
Regulatory complexity and compliance costs weigh heavily on smaller firms.

3R U NI &7 Sig B HUfaT W 31fP Tsar 2|
Tax uncertainty strains cash flows, while tariff structures raise input costs for import-
dependent manufacturers.
H AT Tl TaTe W gaTd STed ¢, Jdfd e JaT Smara-fR S it anma
qerdt 3|
These constraints determine whether firms can scale and integrate into national and
global value chains, which drive job-intensive growth
A T 7T Bl & b bufat 3R A e 3t 7 freR ok Tt IR
g a1 g, o SR Sremia @ gl Sl g
International evidence shows SMEs create a disproportionate share of net jobs, especially
in labour-abundant economies.
STRTPI THIU FTd § fb SMEs Y[ IASRTR T A ¥ | 957 fer 991 &, fadwaw
yu-g srfarawara o
The World Bank estimates SMEs provide nearly 70% of global employment and are the
primary source of hew jobs in developing countries.
fay ¥ & 3TUR SMEs 3 ISR BT THIHT 70% T B & iR faera=ha i d ¢
AR T YT A ] |
When SMEs cannot grow, employment creation slows even if GDP appears strong.

& SMEs Tl g4, dl AR o1 it usar 8, ¥a & GbP uoigd ||

Capital-intensive investments may increase output but cannot absorb labour at India’s
demographic scale.

Yolt-Tg A= Iare 561 I 8, At HIRd Pt S8 & THT TR ASAIR 81 S I9d |

Demographic trajectory

India’s working-age populatlon advantage is projected to narrow within two decades.
YRA & BRI ST SRS BT ATH AT &1 GRIDI H G B! WU 8 |
If sufficient quality jobs are not created during this period, the opportunity will be lost.

¢ 39 3afy ¥ Tt uraargul JSRIR a1 &, df @ @ Sre|

Large infrastructure projects and headline investments alone cannot absorb India’s
labour force.

Fad g3 gfardl erar TRASHTE iR §8 A= YRd &t yu=Ifad & JHIfRd ol HR Ihd |
Employment at scale will come from MSMEs, agro-processing and value chains linking
small producers to markets.
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FS UM W ISR MSME, TH-TRIRIT 3R Bie SdTe®! 3 IR A Se+ arelt e
gl I |

o When SMEs grow, they strengthen the economic ecosystem, scale organically, and raise
supplier incomes sustainably.

S SMEs 9&d g, dI 3 3fife a1 31

P &, WHIfdd TU  faR & g 3R

STyfdmate i g WKt U A Ferd
e Workers then find better jobs closer to home.

9 YHh] B OR P UTH dgax ISR e 3|

e India’s growth will be driven not only by large corporations, but by millions of small
enterprises, farmers and workers.
YR ! i Faa a3t pufal § 78 afcr aral B g, frami oiv gfire! I grft
¢ In Erode, this readiness for growth is already visible.
s & fJom 3t 78 3aR usd ¥ i 3 3@ 71
e The key question is whether India will remove constraints, especially credit access,
before the demographic dividend expires.

TS T4 T8

2 fp o uRa

STYTY FeTem |
* India likely has two decades — the clock is ticking.
YRA & U YYAd: S GRIP & — THY doil A did 3T 8|

YIRS T THTW 814 9 Ugd, fIRive: o1 Suaeudr st

Tale of two consumers: Rural aspiration vs. urban caution

The demand among rural consumers for non-essentials remains strong despite weakening sentiments in urban areas

| DATA POINT |

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Devyanshi Bihani

hile rural Indians be-

gan the year feeling re-

latively confident,

their urban counterparts re-
mained cautious, according to a
reading of the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI)’s consumer confidence
survey. While the rural population
is driving consumption beyond es-
sentials, urban consumers remain
financially conservative, despite
enjoying slightly better income sta-
bility, the survey results suggest.
The conclusions are based on the
January 2026 round of the survey.
Tables 1 and 2 summarise the
survey findings based on the net
responses of participants. A net
response represents the difference
between the share of respondents
reporting optimism and those re-
porting pessimism on a specific
subject. Values range from +100
(maximum optimism) to -100
(maximum pessimism), with any
score above zero indicating opti-
mism and any score below zero in-
dicating pessimism. Tables show
both current perceptions (how res-
pondents felt compared to a year
ago) and expectations (what res-
pondents expect one year ahead).
Blue arrows represent positive
sentiments: an upward arrow sig-
nals improvement from the last
round, a downward arrow indi-
cates deterioration, and a double-
headed arrow signifies no change.
Conversely, red arrows represent
negative sentiments, while their
directions have the same meaning.
Urban consumers are pessimis-
tic about the economic situation,
employment opportunities, and
price levels, which keeps their
Consumer Confidence Index in
the negative sentiment category.
In contrast, while rural consumers
are pessimistic about income and
price levels, they are upbeat about
the general economic situation
and employment opportunities;

consequently, their overall index is
in the positive sentiment category.

The directionality of the arrows
offers an interesting reading. Ur-
ban consumers are not only pessi-
mistic about the economic situa-
tion and price levels, but their
pessimism has deepened since the
last round. In contrast, positive
sentiment regarding the economic
situation has strengthened among
rural consumers, as have outlooks
on employment opportunities. Ta-
ble 1 indicates that rural consum-
ers are also positive about the fu-
ture, whereas Table 2 shows that
urban consumers are more cau-
tious with discretionary spending.

A higher share of net respon-
dents in both urban and rural
areas reported an increase in
spending compared to a year ago.
However, the true distinction lies
in what they are spending on. The
RBI survey distinguishes between
essential and non-essential items:
generally, a rise in essential spend-
ing may point towards inflationary
pressure, whereas an increase in
non-essential spending possibly
indicates an aspiration for a better
lifestyle. Notably, a significantly
higher share of rural consumers
reported an increase in spending
on non-essential items compared
to their urban counterparts.

Charts 3 and 4 illustrate the
proportion of rural and urban con-
sumers who perceived an in-
crease/improvement or a de-
crease/deterioration in various
factors. The difference between
these two figures constitutes the
net responses presented in Tables
1and 2. Interestingly, 25.9% of ru-
ral consumers reported a decrease
in current income levels compared
to a year ago, while only 22.6% re-
ported an increase, resulting in a
net response of -3.3%. In contrast,
23% of urban consumers reported
a decrease against 26.3% who saw
an increase, yielding a net res-
ponse of +3.3%. Despite this pessi-
mistic income outlook, the share
of rural consumers with increased
spending on non-essential items
remains notably high.

Rural-urban
spending gap |

The data were sourced
from the Reserve Bank of
India’s Urban Consumer

Confidence Survey
and Rural Consumer
Confidence Survey
TABLE 1: Current Current One year ahead | Oneyear ahead
Summary Rural confidence perceptions | perceptions | Change | expectations | expectations
based on net (Nov ‘15) (Jall ‘lﬁ) (Nov. ‘25) (.lan 26)
responses Economicsituation A 404 A
across rural
u Employment 41 5.2 A 40.6 416 A
confidence Price level -87.4 -89 v -76.7 -7 v
indicators Income 22 33 v 5.7 52 A
in %)
(im %} Spending 815 82 A 869 88 A
Rural Consumer
Canana e, 100.8 100.5 v 1286 1293 A

A Positive sentiments with a sign of W Positive sentiments with asignof < B> Positive sentiments with no change
improvement compared to last round  deterioration compared to lastround ~ compared to last round

A Negative sentimentswithasignof W Negative sentiments with a sign of <> Negative sentiments with no change
improvement compared to last round  deterioration compared to last round  compared to last round

Oneyearahead | Oneyear ahead

TABLE 2: i Current Current
Summary ,u::",'“ confidence | porcoptions | Perceptions Expectations | Expectations
based on net [t (Nov. 25) (Jan. ‘26) (Nov. *25) (Jan. 26)

responses Economic Situation 2.5 -3.5 v 329 293 v
b

ACOSSUMBAN e oyment 53 63 PTS 316 33 A
confidence Price Level -789 -81.2 v -68.8 -15.2 v
indicators Income 25 33 v 531 50.1 v
in %
(in %) Spending 76.1 75 A 793 80 A

Urban Consumer

Confidence Index 98.4 93.1 v 1256 1234 v
CHART 3: Figures are % of respondents who said: Bl Increased/improved Bl Decreased /deteriorated
Rural responses
showing current
perception across
parameters in Jan
2026 compared to
ayear ago 1.8 0.9 12

I I I l I I
GE””E! Employment Income Spending Essential Non-essential
economic N Price level N

CHART &: S uation opportunities level level spending  spending
Urban responses
showing current
perception across
parameters in Jan.
2026 compared to 51
ayear ago - L7 12

Tale of two consumers: Rural aspiration vs. urban caution

A SUMITATSN B HETT: ATHIUT SATHTT TATH WS ATTYUTH
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The demand among rural consumers for non-essentials remains strong despite
weakening sentiments in urban areas

yrfior SuyErsit & o9 IR-3mava® axgail &1 AT Aergd a1 g3 ©, et West & o
PUSR HUTGTSN & TG

RBI Consumer Confidence Survey — January 2026
ARETSATE SUHTIT fIYRT TI&I0T — STast 2026

While rural Indians began the year relatively confident, urban consumers remained

cautious, according to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Consumer Confidence Survey —

January 2026.

TaRT 2026 F SRETSME ITHIFIT FAYRT TAET & SR ART UR adf B} geema &

JUTPHd SMTATIYRIT AT, TSl W<t STHTT AP 35|

Rural consumers are driving consumption beyond essentials, whereas urban consumers

remain financially conservative despite slightly better income stability.

YTHIOT JUHTTAT TR TGS A T W q¢T @ §, T Wg<t SUUITFT AT agar A

fRRar & Jravg fafiy v § Jad g

Net response is the difference between optimistic and pessimistic respondents, ranging

from +100 (maximum optimism) to -100 (maximum pessimism).

Ae ufaferar smmare} Sk =T STRerdrsh & dt 3fdR €, fresT 1 +100 (rfrean

SATRITATE) | -100 (tf¥reraw fFART=ITaTE) dF gia g

Scores above zero indicate optimism, while below zero indicate pessimism.

YA A FHUR PT B ATAEIE 3R YT F 1 $71 W6 fFARm=Imare gxifdr g1

The survey captures both current perceptions (compared to last year) and future

expectations (one year ahead).

gﬁwﬁaﬁqﬁm(ﬁwaﬁaﬁmﬁ) 3R Hfasr &Y et (we af ami) ST wfda
I

Blue arrows represent positive sentiment, while red arrows represent negative

sentiment.

Hd IR FPRIHAS HIGHT 3R A6 TR TSRS WG G=id |

Urban consumers are pessimistic about economic situation, employment and price

levels, keeping the Consumer Confidence Index negative.

Tt Iuiiaar anffer fRUfd, ASMR 3R Yeu TR &1 d? FPRT=mard! €, s Suviaar

Ay qEie THRIHD &1 g3 |

Rural consumers are pessimistic about income and prices but optimistic about

economic situation and employment, keeping their overall index positive.

IefoT ITHIET AT IR B B b FARIRIATd afd snfdfe fRfa 3k AR &t aaw
TS} &, R 371 A YaBid YRS ¢ |

Urban pessimism about economic situation and price levels has deepened since the last
round.

fUzd IR & a1e W IuHiars P enfife fRufa ik Fiaal Y d$: frm=n ot 2|
Rural sentiment regarding economic situation and employment has strengthened.

greitor e 7 enfife fRuf sk AeR & ufey IPRIEI® UIa=TT deigd 88 3|

Rural consumers show greater optimism about the future, while urban consumers are
cautious with discretionary spending.

%rnﬂmwmwmrﬁmﬁammamm%, Sefe TR IuHIH dBfeud @d d Had
I

Both rural and urban consumers reported higher spending than a year ago.

ITHIOT 3R XX g SuHadnst - fusd ad &t ga-n & it @d ot g ai|

The key difference lies in what they spend on.

TR IdAgF TR Ed @ el

An increase in essential spending may indicate inflationary pressure, while rising non-
essential spending indicates aspiration for better lifestyle.

STIID T FGAT GETEBITA BT WP ol Yhdl §, SIaid AR-ATIAD T 9T Igax
SRl Y THie giar g
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¢ Asignificantly higher share of rural consumers increased spending on non-essential
items compared to urban consumers.

areftor SuMieTet o1 To1 fRwT IR-see) aegel W @ 9er ¥eT €, of ¥e Iuianaii @

31 gl

e 25.9% rural consumers reported income decrease, while 22.6% reported increase, giving
net response -3.3%.

25.9% aTtor Iuyiarait A oma ® &t oiR 22.6% A gfF T3, v Ae ufafrar -3.3%

Ll

e Inurban areas, 23% reported income decrease, while 26.3% reported increase, giving net
response +3.3%.

et & 7 23% 7 M A T 3R 26.3% A i Farg, ¥ Ae ufafspar +3.3% &1

o Despite pessimistic income outlook, rural spending on non-essential items remains high.

31 EFHI &

CICHER L]

RS @ = T g B |

Gross NPAs of SCBs at a historic low of 2.15% as of September

Th
MUMBAI

The gross non-performing
assets (NPA) ratio of Sche-
duled Commercial Banks
(SCBs) for domestic opera-
tions was at a historic low
of 2.15% as of 2025-end
(provisional data), which is

lower than 2010-11 level,
the Finance Ministry said
on Monday.

Gross NPA has been con-
tinuously declining during
the last eight financial
years, the Ministry in-
formed the Lok Sabha.

This continuous decline
in gross NPAs of SCBs, in-

cluding Public Sector
Banks (PSBs), has led to re-
duced provisioning by
them, which in turn has
improved their profitabili-
ty, thereby causing positive
impact on the business
growth, the Ministry said.
This also indicates that
the asset quality as well as

underwriting has im-
proved in PSBs supported
by a strong balance sheet
and sustained profitability,
the Ministry said in a note.

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia initiated the Asset Qual-
ity Review (AQR) in 2015,
post which the govern-
ment initiated 4R’s strategy

of recognising NPAs, re-
solving and recovering va-
lue from stressed accounts
through clean and effective
laws and processes, recapi-
talising PSBs, and reforms
in banks and the financial
ecosystem to address the
problem of growing loan
default.

Gross NPAs of SCBs at a historic low of 2.15% as of September

Rrder 99 TaAdl & Iod TAdE SfagTRIe ©UH 2.15% & A TR W™

The gross non-performing assets (NPA) ratio of Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs)
for domestic operations was at a historic low of 2.15% as of 2025-end (provisional data),
which is lower than 2010-11 level, the Finance Ministry said on Monday.

&Y (SCBs) & T uR=ma= & forg v AR-FAoarfed ufiwufr (NPA)
3UTd 2025 & 3id (IR 3P g) IF 2.15% & Vfag® fad TR TR o1, S 2010-11 &
TR Y ft H4 7, T fam wamery 3 WaR &) FEl

Gross NPA has been continuously declining during the last eight financial years, the
Ministry informed the Lok Sabha.

THd TN e s g aul & SR TaR ¥edT 361 8, I8 SIeR! §ared 3
ABIMT B 2|

This continuous decline in gross NPAs of SCBs, including Public Sector Banks (PSBs),
has led to reduced provisioning by them, which in turn has improved their profitability,
thereby causmg positive impact on the business growth the Ministry said.

&3 P 9% (PSBs) I Wfia €, F Ypa TAUT # AR fiRm@e
TraeT (MR 3 et o 2, R 3eh eTHyeEaT § UR g0 2 AR TRUTHEY
I i TR YPRIHAS YU UST ¢, HATd  FHeT|
This also indicates that the asset quality as well as underwriting has improved in PSBs

supported by a strong balance sheet and sustained profitability, the Ministry said in a
note.

g5 i a=1iaT § fos w=red e 2ie oiR PR arvvear & 99dF 3 diewdt § uiveuf
T[UTET TUT SFSIRTZIET & JUR §3HT §, WATErT 7 U e § Fegll

The Reserve Bank of India initiated the Asset Quality Review (AQR) in 2015, post which
the government initiated 4R’s strategy of recognising NPAs, resolving and recovering
value from stressed accounts through clean and effective laws and processes,
recapitalising PSBs, and reforms in banks and the financial ecosystem to address the
problem of growing loan default.

YR Rerd 9 7 2015 & e w1ferd) Ry (AQR) = fan, e o1 IR 3 4R’s
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T SR — i &t g, w5 iR UHTd ST 9 ufthansii & qrem § aHrasRa
WAl T T 3R g agett, Trowet &1 gadsiie o, qur 9«1 iR faxhia wfvRufast

@ A UK, AP Ted BT fEWiee B AT BT JATYH foaT off T |

GS Paper I11: S&T,

Sfaive # gt & g § [eareyur s1 Yfier i)
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Anaemia, blood disorders can distort
diabetes test HbAlc results, says study

haemoglobinopathies, or

NEW DELHI other red blood cell disor-
ders — can distort HbAlc
Glycated  haemoglobin values and lead to mislead-
(HbAlc), which is com- ing estimates of average
monly used to diagnose blood glucose, the view-
and monitor Type 2 dia- point article notes.
betes (T2D), may mislead Co-author  Shashank
diagnosis and monitoring Joshi, from Joshi Clinic,

in South Asia, particularly
in India’s population, due
to the high prevalence of
anaemia, haemoglobino-
pathies such as sickle cell
disease and thalassaemia,
and glucose-6-phosphate
dehydrogenase  (G6PD)
deficiency, says an article
published online in Lancet
Regional Health: Southeast
Asia.

Reliance solely on HbAlc is constrained by several clinical and
biological factors in India, say experts.

poorly standardised HbAlc
assay methods complicate
interpretation of HbAlc va-
lues. “Overall, reliance

toring, in addition to rele-
vant haematologic assess-
ments, are essential to
enhance diagnostic and

Mumbai, explains that in
some regions of India, peo-
ple are nutritionally chal-
lenged and have iron-defi-
ciency anaemia, which can
distort HbAlc readings.
“This would affect both
diagnosis and monitoring
thus misleading clinicians.
Reliance on HbAlc alone
could delay diagnosis by
up to four years in men

Led by Anoop Misra, solely on HbAlc is con- monitoring accuracy and  with undetected G6PD def-
corresponding author and  strained by several clinical  inform appropriate treat- iciency, potentially in-
chairman of Fortis C-DOC  and biological factorsinIn-  ment decisions, especially  creasing risk of complica-
Centre of Excellence for dia. A multiparametric, in primary care and re- tions,” Dr. Joshi says.
Diabetes, the review ques-  risk-stratified  approach  source-limited settings,” The article explains that
tions reliance on HbAlc as  that integrates oral glucose  Dr. Misra says. in patients with Type 1 dia-

the sole diagnostic or mon-
itoring tool for type 2 dia-
betes in South Asia.

The article adds that

tolerance test, self-moni-
toring of blood glucose,
and whenever possible,
continuous glucose moni-

Any condition that af-
fects the quantity, struc-
ture, or lifespan of haemo-
globin — such as anaemia,

betes, a non-linear rela-
tionship between mean
blood glucose and HbAlc
has been documented.

Anaemia, blood disorders can distort diabetes test HbA1c results, says study

T, Yo fAeR aywg S HbA1c TRRome &Y guTfad &% T&d §: g

e Glycated haemoglobin (HbA1c), which is commonly used to diagnose and monitor Type 2
diabetes (T2D), may mislead diagnosis and monitoring in South Asia, particularly in India’s
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population, due to the high prevalence of anaemia, haemoglobinopathies such as sickle
cell disease and thalassaemia, and glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD)
deficiency, says an article published online in Lancet Regional Health: Southeast Asia.

AN (HbA1c), ST SUTNT YHd: @134 2 HYHE (T2D) & fHaM iR
R & forg o Siran §, gféror e, faRive WRa 3t smandt 7, g,
g faaaeh o fRrea Ta I iR AR, TUT WP I-6-Wiche SeES o
(G6PD) &1 ¥t 1 3iferrar & RO g 3R AR & Ui &1 IhdT 8, T dde o
TR ATSYIITE TRMAT T A USRI 7 H HgT [T 5
Led by Anoop Misra, corresponding author and chairman of Fortis C-DOC Centre of
Excellence for Diabetes, the review questions reliance on HbA1c as the sole diagnostic or
monitoring tool for type 2 diabetes in South Asia.

31U fireym, S wiféw c-DoC Aex 31w TRAAH BR SHNES & TIREA 3R YafId aaH
2 & g ¥ B TS 39 THen H gfaror TR ¥ ergy 2 AyAE & T Had HbA1c R R e
TR aTd 33T Y & |

The article adds that poorly standardised HbA1c assay methods complicate interpretation of
HbA1c values.

oG o ug +ft SiieT a1 B {6 HbA1c S fafRra &1 Sruaid ARl HbA1c HIH &1 SR
HI Afed S ST 8|

“Overall, reliance solely on HbA1c¢ is constrained by several clinical and biological factors
in India. A multiparametric, risk-stratified approach that integrates oral glucose
tolerance test, self-monitoring of blood glucose, and whenever possible, continuous
glucose monitoring, in addition to relevant haematologic assessments, are essential to
enhance diagnostic and monitoring accuracy and inform appropriate treatment decisions,
espe0|ally in primary care and resource-limited settings,” Dr. Misra says.

S1. fi1e o §, “$at ) URd o $ad HbA1e R iRdr &8 Aei~e® 3R Sfas srRe!
3 it 31 AeiRTife s, Sifew-wiipd eI, S oiRe q@ia efavy ¢we, I
b1 F ¥ad FRT, SR ST Wy Bl AR q@ie aife R, a8 uRifies Yo wadht
TRTH A B, Wﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁwaﬁawﬁﬁwﬁvﬁémw
& fdves wufe J@ure SR Wi w91 are & § 1

Any condition that affects the quantity, structure, or lifespan of haemoglobin — such as
anaemia, haemoglobinopathies, or other red blood cell disorders — can distort HbA1c
values and lead to misleading estimates of average blood glucose, the viewpoint article
notes.

D0 oRa T BT 71 | o EHARenfae &t 0, TR a1 311G &1 THIFAd - are &g of
fRf — S8 g, SaraifamTaeR, a1 o AT Yo SIS fAdR — HbA1c A &1
faga HR Tavalt § 3R ST I BT & YHS HTHH ¢ Tohll 5 |

Co-author Shashank Joshi, from Joshi Clinic, Mumbai, explains that in some regions of
India, people are nutritionally challenged and have iron-deficiency anemia, which can
distort HbA1c readings.

TE-aad RN SR, SR fFafe, a3 9, 0 § [ URd & @ &3 & an 0wy & st
A I8 § 3R S AR Y S A g1 arern T uran S ], S HbA1e SfET @1
JUTIId R Tl |

“This would affect both diagnosis and monitoring thus misleading clinicians. Reliance on
HbA1c alone could delay diagnosis by up to four years in men with undetected G6PD
def|C|ency potentially increasing risk of complications,” Dr. Joshi says.

ST, vl Ped B, “ug frer ok it <1 &) gwifad ¥ oiik Rife ! &) TRig
eI WHchtRﬁﬁw,ﬁmusaﬁnéeepnﬁmﬁgw‘rﬁﬁaqﬁmaﬂw
facifod R ot B, ord sifeaarsii &1 sifey s¢ Iearg”

The article explains that in patients with Type 1 diabetes, a non-linear relationship between
mean blood glucose and HbA1c has been documented.

G B IR T B {6 @37 1 AydE & AR A 3a Ta BT 3R HbA1c & S SR
Ty o fhdT T B
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Remembering Leo D’Souza, who
transformed cashew mdustry

Nandita Jayaraj

n January 20, Rev. Dr. Leo

D’Souza, a Jesuit scientist

based in Mangaluru, died aged

93. Dr. D'Souza, fondly known
as Fr. Leo, trained in the 1960s at the Max
Planck Institute for Plant Breeding
Research in Cologne, working alongside
stalwarts in the field such as Ingo
Potrykus, Joseph Straub, and Sudhir
Kumar Sopory.

He set up one of India’s earliest tissue
culture laboratories in 1975, where his
woment-led team of doctoral students
slowly and steadily made a series of

~including the world's
first ever test-tube cashew tree that was
transferred to soil.

“Fr. D'Souza was among the early
pioneers of plant tissue culture research
in India, making significant contributions
ata time when the discipline was still in
its formative stage,” said Pramod Tandon,
aleading plant biotechnologist and
Padma Shri awardee.

In 1970, when Leo D'Souza was called
back to India after his scientific studies,
his PhD advisor Joseph Straub suggested
he meet a friend of his to guide him on a
suitable research topic. The friend turned
out to be M.S. Swaminathan, who was at
the time in New Delhi. When Dr.
Swaminathan found out that the young
priest’s hometown was Mangalore, he
recommended Anacardium occidentale,
the cashew plant, as a topic of research.

Tissue culture
‘The cashew tree is not native to India. It
was brought into the coastal region by the
from Brazil in the 16® century

to keep the lateritic soil found there from
being eroded. Once people recognised
the commercial value of its nuts and
fruits, it emerged as an important cash
crop. By the 1980s, cashew was being
cultivated on nearly 5 lakh ha of land in

_ the country, although the net production
remained far below what was optimal for
the processing industry.

An article in the 1982 issue of the
journal Manushi noted that women
accounted for more than 80% of the
labourers employed in the cashew
industry. They were usually illiterate and
routinely underpai

Fr. Leo personally visited many cashew
processing plants in and around
Mangalore, and the situation of the
labourers and small farmers of cashew
plantations made an impression on him.

He recognised that relying on seed
propagation, grafting, and cutting was not
sufficient, and that tissue culture - a
relatively new technology that he was an
expert on — could be the answer. He
embarked on a mission to develop high
yielding varieties of cashew in order to
benefit these sections of society.

At the time, there was already a cashew
research station in Ullal, near Mangalore,
but Fr. Leo was told that the scientists
deputed there were desperate to be
transferred because they were unused to
the intense rains and severe humidity of
the seaside town. Dr. Swaminathan also
believed that as a Jesuit priest untethered
by aspirations for promotions and
transfers, Fr. Leo was uniquely placed to
do justice to this overlooked area of
research.

Convinced, Fr.

(Clockwise from the top) Fr. Leo D'Souza; Fr. Leo at the Max Planck Institute in Cologne;.

Cashew processing plant. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

assumed over the course of his career,
one was particularly close to his heart:
the establishment and running of the
Aloysians’ Boys' Home, a rehabilitation
centre and home for abandoned,
traumatised, and orphaned children,
many of whose parents were in prison. He
was proud of the lives the boys who grew
up there built for themselves.

In one of his essays, he wrote about
how driving a bus was a dream for many
of the boys, and of being heartened that
s0 many of them fulfilled it by becoming
bus drivers in Mangalore.

He recalled another example of a
former resident of the home named
Nelson, who completed a course in
vocational training and had secured a job
as training officer in air-conditioning and
refrigeration at a technical institute.

Even as he navigated administrative
challenges and was involved in many
other activities, his laboratory was always
on top of Fr. Leo's mind. He received
approval from Mangalore University to
start a PhD programme, which was (and
mm.nm) an unconventional and notable

foran

Le his

Laboratory of Applied mum at the
Jesuit-run St. Joseph'’s College in
Bangalore in 1975. This was nearly a
decade before the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) came to be.

However, five years later, he was
appointed princ at another Jesuit
college, St. Aloysius in Mangalore. While
Mangalore was his hometown and St.
Aloysius was where he had done all of his
schooling, he dreaded the thought of

college.

His first PhD student was a young
woman from a village in Kundapura in
Udupi district, named fcy D'Silva.
‘Together, the duo began attempts to grow
tissue culture cashew plants, which would
enable large scale rapid multiplication of
trees.

From lab to soil
Comentional breedingtechniques such s

sidelining research for
Fortunately, there was a room available
for him to move his laboratory to.

His laboratory has operated there ever
since, and is today headed by his former
PhD student Shashikiran Nivas.

Top of his mind
Despite being a reluctant principal, Fr.
Leo administered the college efficiently.
Right from the start, he advocated for the
inclusion of women in the college, which
had been boys-only since it was founded
in 1880. Not only did he have to convince
a sceptical management and staff, he also
had to ensure that the college
infrastructure would adequately serve the
needs of this new demographic.

In 1986, the college finally started
admitting women; today they constitute
more than 50% of the staff and the
students there.

Of the many responsibilities he

and
help improve plant varieties and their
yield, but they are time consuming and
the quality is difficult to maintain.

On the other hand, tissue culture, also
known as micropropagation, allows for
the development of a whole cashew plant
from a small tissue sample. The
controlled conditions in a laboratory
allow for the technique to be used en
masse, with the guarantee that the
resulting plantlets will be genetically
identical to the original plant.

Several scientists in tropical countries,
including India, were trying to
revolutionise the cashew industry with a
reliable tissue culture protocol but this
proved exceedingly difficult. Compared to
related species such as mango and
pistachio trees, cashew is recalcitrant to
tissue culture, presumably because it
releases phenolic compounds into the
culture medium, eventually killing the

ee

Fr. Leo D'Souza was among the early
pioneers of plant tissue culture
research in India, making significant
contributions e when the
discipline was still in its formative stage

PRAMOD TANDON
Plant biotechnologist

developing cells. In the few cases that
researchers were successful in generating
plantlets in the lab, the plantlets would
die soon after being transferred into the
soil.

It took close to 10 years, but in 1990,
DrSilva, under the guidance of Fr. Leo,
accomplished her goal. In a paper
published in the journal Plant Cell, Tissue
and Organ Culture in 1992, the pair
described how they had generated
cashew plantlets, successfully transferred
them to soil, and established them in the
field.

One of Fr. Leo's regrets was that he
couldn't secure the cooperation of
scientists at the cashew research station
in Ullal in taking the work forward. He
believed this came in the way of science
fulfilling its potential with respect to
improving cashew as well as the
livelihoods of people who cultivated and
processed it.

“International quality’

Over the years, Fr. Leo's lab also
conducted important work with
coconuts, ferns, algae, ragi, and
ornamental and mcdlclnal 'plants. Besides
cashew, the team managed to
micropropagate a range of other trees.

Part of Fr. Leo’s legacy is the avenue of
tissue cultured trees growing in the St.
Aloysius (now a deemed-to-be university)
campus today.

Many of his students went on to pursue
research in academia as well as in
industry, in India and abroad. One is
Smitha Hegde, a leading pteridologist
(pteridology is the science of ferns) and
currently the research director at the
Centre for Advanced Learning,
Mangaluru. Dr. Hegde pointed out that Fr.
Leo made sure to give his students every
opportunity to present and share their
work in conferences abroad. She herself
got the chance to present her work on
ferns in the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew
in 1995.

“These experiences helped us realise
that our work was of international
quality” She fondly remembered their
small group of researchers strutting
around campus feeling like “little
Einstei

Dr. qude also recalled Fr. Leo being a
champion of women's empowerment.

“If he saw only men on stage, even for
asimple function, he would ask ‘where is
the woman representation?’ Not only did
he want women to get the chance to
work, he was also very keen that our work
got visibility,” she said.

Used to explaining himself
Though he taught at St. Joseph’s College
in Bengaluru for a relatively short period
of time, his students still remember him.
Notable among them is Jyotsna Dhawan, a
leading cell biologist and Emeritus
Scientist at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology in Hyderabad.
“What strikes me now is that there was
no dichotomy in his teaching of a
scientific discipline rooted in the tenets of
evolutionary theory and his identity as a

“Along with Fr. Cecil Saldanha, these
Jesuit botanists gave us a firm grounding
in plant science for which I am forever
grateful”

Reconciling these two identities came
effortlessly to Fr. Leo, but he constantly
encountered raised eyebrows along the
way.

“People stared at me the first time |
entered the Max Planck Institute in
Cologne,” he said in an interview with this
reporter a few months before he passed
away. “I thought they were staring at my
brown skin, but it was my clerical collar.

S0 Fr. Leo was used to explaining
himself.

“A priest is not only to work in the
church. His work must have a value for
other people, especially poor people;” he
affirmed in the same interview.

When one of his colleagues in
Germany asked him why he didn’t stick to
the altar and pulpit, Fr. Leo replied: “Had
Gregor Mendel [the Austrian monk who is
often known as the father of genetics]
followed this principle, then the scientific
world would have lost an important
scientist who discovered the basics of
genetics and plant breeding.”

(Nandita Jayaraj is an independent
science journalist and co-founder of the
feminist science media project Labhopping.
nandita.jayaraj@gmail.com)

tree that was transferred to soil.

3IGi- 1975 T URT 1 o YRS fex] Feax wanm=Rmensi # ¥ Uh &1 RATGHT &1, Sl

I AfReT-Aqed arelt &9 & Wy BET A R-9R B3 Agayof

Remembering Leo D’Souza,
who transformed cashew
industry

ferat Sgen @1 a1g Fvd g,
forgia oo 3T &1 9qa faan

e Fr. Leo built one of India’s earliest
plant tissue culture labs and helped
crack cashew micropropagation,
including a test-tube cashew tree that
made it to the soil; he leaves behind a
rare Jesuit legacy that fused rigorous
science with public purpose, shaping
women scientists and vulnerable lives
alike

weR fordt 7 YR 3t Ywaumdl wie fegy
PooR Asd H Y U 15 3R DI
ISPV & Ihd 991 H AGg P,
o Ter ¢ve-egd @19 &1 Us it 2
Y1 S FYET b Uge, d U goiH oigge
favTa 1S T oA weR iy &t
g & WY oSt 3R Afgar ayr=e!
%mﬁwﬂﬁaﬁww@f&w

e OnJanuary 20, Rev. Dr. Leo
D’Souza, a Jesuit scientist based in
Mangaluru, died aged 93.

20 STa9 1, X9, ©1. ferat Sgar, s

e § fRid 7 Sgge S 3, 31
93 a¥ @1 Y | e g1 Al

e Dr. D’Souza, fondly known as Fr.
Leo, trained in the 1960s at the Max
Planck Institute for Plant Breeding
Research in Cologne, working
alongside stalwarts in the field such as
Ingo Potrykus, Joseph Straub, and
Sudhlr Kumar Sopory.

3. SP¥E, T8 Weydd WIeR fordl Fg1
ST o, ﬁ1960$3ﬁ$ﬁ3ﬁ?ﬁ={f@lﬁ
ﬁwﬁwsﬁ'&{emmaﬂ%ﬂ
el & ifRregor feran, St S §
difed, SR ®ha, 3R IR $AR
R o ORIl & 91y S foar|

e He set up one of India’s earliest
tissue culture laboratories in 1975,
where his women-led team of doctoral
students slowly and steadily made a
series of breakthroughs — including
the world’s first ever test-tube cashew

Sudferar gl ot — ford

ST BT Ugdn oxe-cgd B &1 Us i o1 ford firg) & wyriafa fasar man

“Fr. D’Souza was among the early pioneers of plant tissue culture research in India,
making significant contributions at a time when the discipline was still in its formative stage,”
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sald Pramod Tandon, a leading plant biotechnologist and Padma Shri awardee.

I S IIIElT Wﬁm%&lwmm%?mamﬂamﬁﬁﬁ s+ 39 I1a
meﬁa%’éﬁa{lﬂ 30 YRS TR0 T o1, THT g1 § WHIG €81 &1, off
TH UHW Wie gaiedarioRe 3R 9T o bR s g
In 1970, when Leo D’Souza was called back to India after his scientific studies, his PhD
advisor Joseph Straub suggested he meet a friend of his to guide him on a suitable
research topic.

1970 T, o e ST P YA TS ST & d1E IR I T T, @ 3% Heae
TATEPR AP WCId - 3¢ Uh 73 I e &1 Iarg & dife 98 S Sugad Y v
ARieR ¢ T |

The friend turned out to be M.S. Swaminathan, who was at the time in New Delhi.

gg o TH. v, WriirYE Ao, St 39 9ug =8 et 1 91

When Dr. Swaminathan found out that the young priest's hometown was Mangalore, he
recommended Anacardium occidentale, the cashew plant, as a topic of research.

el ST, TTHIATYA ! UdT el b a1 uIedt &1 T8 R AER g, @ Soi- 2y favg & =0 o
TATHITSTH HTTRIS ¢, BT BT UTeT JSaT|

Tissue culture

g ser

The cashew tree is not native to India.

BIo] BT U8 URA &1 4 Fardt 78 81

It was brought into the coastal region by the Portuguese from Brazil in the 16th century to
keep the lateritic soil found there from being eroded.

39 1641 FraTd) H FToiier I Yelmieral gRT a¢ g & & @11 1 o1 A1 981 i dexige fgt
B1 Held AT ol b |

Once people recognised the commercial value of its nuts and fruits, it emerged as an

important cash crop.

:g’ﬁﬁfrsﬂ%qzaﬁvwﬁ%mﬁwhmqwaﬁu@w, 0 I8 TP HedqUl APbat Bad a1
I

By the 1980s, cashew was being cultivated on nearly 5 lakh ha of land in the country,

although the net production remained far below what was optimal for the processing

industry.

1980 & GRIP P, G T TIHT 5 TG gFedR YA TR FHIo $! [l $1 o1 gt o, gTaifs

IATE YRIEDHRUT SUNT & T Tazasd TR A ST $H AT

At the time, there was already a cashew research station in Ullal, near Mangalore, but Fr.

Leo was told that the scientists deputed there were desperate to be transferred because they

were unused to the intense rains and severe humidity of the seaside town.

I T, ATTAR & URT ST H Ugd A & TP BIof U F% AT, Al BreR il &t

T T fob G811 AT RIFIRUT & e s+ 3 ifes @ Tg e TR &1 UK STl

R i SMskar & 311w ol U

Dr. Swaminathan also believed that as a Jesuit priest untethered by aspirations for

promotions and transfers, Fr. Leo was uniquely placed to do justice to this overlooked

area of research.

ST, W1y &1 off A o1 3 uerafa SR RIFiaRur 5t swignsit A god TP Sgse
UTe 1 & HRUI, WIaR ol 39 IUFE MY &7 & 1Y <1 d_A o fore ARy U 4 Iuged

Of

Convinced, Fr. Leo established his Laboratory of Applied Biology at the Jesuit-run St.
Joseph’s College in Bangalore in 1975.

39 B, WIeR ferdl A 1975 B SR & Sygge HaTord A TAT Hias | AU TS
SrATerS FARTRITEAT 6 RITIHT &1 |

This was nearly a decade before the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) came to be.

7g fEurdde aife araeatars (DBT) & 3@ & 3 T T U 2P Ugd & ard i

However, five years later, he was appointed principal at another Jesuit college, St. Aloysius
in Mangalore.
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BTaiiep, Uta oY aTe, 3 Tk 3 Sigge diae, ATTAR & Je vararrad # filkoe fged fear
|

¢ While Mangalore was his hometown and St. Aloysius was where he had done all of his
schooling, he dreaded the thought of sidelining research for administration.

T AR IHT 76 TR U7 3R He TATARTIT a6t RITH YT 81 321 S0t g3t et
e wrw &1 A, R+t 3w & oI =iy &Y fFIR w5 & faar & fifea 2
e Fortunately, there was a room available for him to move his laboratory to.

UM, I U Uit TNTRITET RITHIART H 3 Th HURT SUe AT |

e His laboratory has operated there ever since, and is today headed by his former PhD student
Shashikiran Nivas.

! TANTRITE a9 | a8t Tenferd 81 ¥ §, S8R SN SUHT Add 3% gd Uiwget &1
i fra g FR W) B

Top of his mind
3% 79 ° gatuiy

o Despite bemg a reluctant principal, Fr. Leo adm|n|stered the college efficiently.
B & TG, WIGR foril = Biciel o TR HRICTATgdd T |

e Right from the start, he advocated for the inclusion of women in the college, which had
been boys-only since it was founded in 1880.
I3 T §Y, IBIA Biaret & Afgensit &) e $31 St goTerd 3t o 1880 B RITTAT A §
Had dsdl & forw U

¢ Not only did he have to convince a sceptical management and staff, he also had to ensure
that the college infrastructure would adequately serve the needs of this new
demographic.
3% 1 had Yegyul YU 3R W% &) HAH1 UST, dfeh a8 i gR¥a w1 ust f& wrae
P gFATd) elam 39 T 91 Y smazgwarsil @) yaid 0 | R I

e In 1986, the college finally started admitting women; today they constitute more than 50%
of the staff and the students there.

1986 T, Hiciel 7 3ica: AfFATS B YA ST Y= b, 311 3 961 & TwTw 3R BT BT 50%
2 3t e 2

o Of the many responsibilities he assumed over the course of his career, one was particularly
close to his heart: the establishment and running of the Aloysians’ Boys’ Home, a
rehabilitation centre and home for abandoned, traumatised, and orphaned children,
many of whose parents were in prison.

3T BRI & TR FHTAT T8 31 oraral & 9 T 3o fga & dgg dea
TATGRIT—A 19§19 &1 RITAT 3R JATa, S @R T, STITayd iR 1Y g & forg
qHa F% R TR A1, ’FE § 33 & Ara-RAar sa 7 A

e He was proud of the lives the boys who grew up there built for themselves.

3¢ 39 S0 W 7Td o1 fob I5T 99 gU Ageb! = Su Torg it Sftq= s=mam

¢ In one of his essays, he wrote about how driving a bus was a dream for many of the boys,
and of being heartened that so many of them fulfilled it by becoming bus drivers in
Mangalore.
3T U ey o, I ot {5 a9 IamI1 8 ds ! &1 JUAT AT, 3R 3% I8 STH 2N g8
& 370 @ %3 3 ATAR § 99 I a9H 39 17 fHar|

o He recalled another example of a former resident of the home named Nelson, who completed
a course in vocational training and had secured a job as training officer in air-
conditioning and refrigeration at a technical institute.

IBH R & T gd FHarit Aeq=1 &1 T 3R 3360 3TE foban, o saraanie wikreror &1
gﬁ%mggwaﬁﬁw T TIR-H ST 3R ¥FeR= # ufkremr sriRert
piiskeal

o Even as he navigated administrative challenges and was involved in many other activities,
his laboratory was always on top of Fr. Leo’s mind.

Yl gt J g g 9 S 36 3 SR oS o Tifafafirat & =nfie 3, 3! wanrRmar
AR Wi forat & 7 § Faruty vget ot
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He received approval from Mangalore University to start a PhD programme, which was
(and remains) an unconventional and notable achievement for an undergraduate
college.

3% AR fayfaareg 3 feas) srdeu & &3 31 Wiela e, S s \rae srad &
fR1g srRITaT= SR IwiaHg Iuatsy o

His first PhD student was a young woman from a village in Kundapura in Udupi district,
named lcy D’Silva.

%! ugell fieadt o Ight it & HerT & U Mg o gar Afgar st S Ryear o |
Together, the duo began attempts to grow tissue culture cashew plants, which would
enable large scale rapid multiplication of trees.

3! 7 e fe] Pk Sy MY ST & T R by, o U8t &1 98 WM W delt @
U TG g1 Tb |

From lab to soil

a9 3 ) aw

Conventional breeding techniques such as seed propagation and cross-breeding can help
improve plant varieties and their yield, but they are time consuming and the quality is
difficult to maintain.

URURS Yol ddb-iids ol il TR 3R shra-sif$w Mel &1 frwl 3fik 3! 3us & gur
PR Gl §, AfhT I THg A7 91et § SR IUIaHT §9TE IGHT HiS gl |

On the other hand, tissue culture, also known as micropropagation, allows for the
development of a whole cashew plant from a small tissue sample.

T AR, fex) FeeR, oA ArgHINUAIRE ot H8T W16t 8, U B SHdd T4 A R BIof N
& Ao 31 g ear e

The controlled conditions in a laboratory allow for the technique to be used en masse, with
the guarantee that the resulting plantlets will be genetically identical to the original plant.
TARTRITET ) R aRiRUfaT 39 adb-ie &1 98 A TR SUERT B4 & Hfd 3t 8, 3R
I8 gfd wcdt € for e Ml g 7Y & sngafie ¥ 3 9aH gl

Several scientists in tropical countries, including India, were trying to revolutionise the

cashew industry with a reliable tissue culture protocol but this proved exceedingly
difficult.

YR afea Swsfeddiy 3= & &2 37e fya-ia Ry TR Melsia & Y HIe IR
H wifd A 31 IR IR I3 3, Al g 3cdd Hfe Arfaa gam|

Compared to related species such as mango and pistachio trees, cashew is recalcitrant to
tissue culture, presumably because it releases phenolic compounds into the culture
medium, eventually killing the developing cells.

snﬂeﬁ?ﬁwﬁﬁwﬁaumﬁﬁaﬁgmﬂlﬁ P19 fex] Feer & ufa ufeRieh 8, Juaa:
ﬁwwmmﬁﬁmﬁmm%@m fafia g sl #1 AR
|

In the few cases that researchers were successful in generating plantlets in the lab, the
plantlets would die soon after being transferred into the soil.

$S A § ofd Mydwal wanTmar § gy Sud #¥1 # gwa gu, @) 9 g § wiAaia
T & g 918 A A1 |

It took close to 10 years, but in 1990, D’Silva, under the guidance of Fr. Leo, accomplished
her goal.

TTHT 10 9 T, AfsT 1990 & WwTeR forat & anfe== & Srfrear = sromm dgg v o= fem
In a paper published in the journal Plant Cell, Tissue and Organ Culture in 1992, the pair
described how they had generated cashew plantlets, successfully transferred them to
soil, and established them in the field.

1992 ¥ Plant Cell, Tissue and Organ Culture S-d H USRI T WYY &, SH 3 9 fob
gﬁmﬁMWm,ﬁmﬁﬁﬁmm 3R W § wTfua
|

One of Fr. Leo’s regrets was that he couldn’t secure the cooperation of scientists at the
cashew research station in Ullal in taking the work forward.
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He believed this came in the way of science fulfilling its potential with respect to improving
cashew as well as the livelihoods of people who cultivated and processed it.

DT AT AT 6 3T fAq 3t &maT ) IRT He- § q147 3%, fARiva 19 3R 3 ST
T YETHUT B a1 AN Dl ATSHIDT JURA & IG5 T

‘International quality’

“3eIRTEY Jora=Ir

Over the years, Fr. Leo’s lab also conducted important work with coconuts, ferns, algae,
ragi, and ornamental and medicinal plants.

quT & SR, BT forht o} yravr=mren = Aifvaa, W+, Aara, I qur Ieradt R siuda
Uief W Agayut & o fa)

Besides cashew, the team managed to micropropagate a range of other trees.

B & AT, T 3 379 B5 US| BT ATSHIVITAIRE o foman

Part of Fr. Leo’s legacy is the avenue of tissue cultured trees growing in the St. Aloysius
(now a deemed-to-be university) campus today.

BIex ol &1 faRTd &1 U o de TR (34 Sivs-g-dt fagyfaemay) sReR 4 3R
fex] e Vst B Y 3|

Many of his students went on to pursue research in academia as well as in industry, in
India and abroad.

D F B 3 TABR YR R fId=r & raprefire aum IT St &t & Y A |
One is Smitha Hegde, a leading pteridologist (science of ferns) and currently the research
director at the Centre for Advanced Learning, Mangaluru.

I ¥ T e 3918 ©, Sl U Ty (W= @1 fagm) § iR adum o Hew BiR
TsqiTs a1, Hge # MY FHewe g1

Dr. Hegde pointed out that Fr. Leo made sure to give his students every opportunity to
present and share their work in conferences abroad.

ST, 2713 A T {3 wieR for 7 3o B 3! fadxht awie # oA rd uegd Sfik wEn
P BT g AR fean|

She herself got the chance to present her work on ferns in the Royal Botanic Gardens at
Kew in 1995.

32 WY 1995 § $a P T dlefe M= A B+ UR ST HTRI TRgd HI BT a8 el
“These experiences helped us realise that our work was of international quality.”

g9 Sl A B Ig HEYH BRI fob THRT 1Y SfARRTEIA T0TaT BT 471"

She fondly remembered their small group of researchers strutting around campus feeling like
“Ilttle Einsteins”.

Ww%%aﬁﬂﬁmw@aw%ﬁqmﬁ@@ﬁ“ﬁ
TG ST HEqH Bl AT

Dr. Hegde also recalled Fr. Leo being a champion of women’s empowerment.
S, 57Ts A U ot a1g o o6 iR fordlh wifgen a=ifoasor & aude 3

“If he saw only men on stage, even for a simple function, he would ask ‘where is the woman
representation?’ Not only did he want women to get the chance to work, he was also very
keen that our work got visibility,” she said.

“Jfg d T IR HId YU DI ¢&d, lg 8 U YR HRIHH gl &1 A g, df d I@d Afgar
gl w8l 82’ d 7 Had I1gd 2 fos afiearstt & $10 A o1 sfawR i, afcd 9 g oft
TTed & {5 gaR &1d *1 g™ frd,” 35 Fa1

Used to explaining himself

S DI GUIH & A

Though he taught at St. Joseph’s College in Bengaluru for a relatively short period of time,
his students still remember him.
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Notable among them is Jyotsna Dhawan, a leading cell biologist and Emeritus Scientist
at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology in Hyderabad.

I TG § ST 4, o U 3Pt A Sraltore 3R gevTare f&Ud CSIR-HeX Biv
AR TS HifragaR arararet 3 tiivey agfewe 8

“What strikes me now is that there was no dichotomy in his teaching of a scientific
discipline rooted in the tenets of evolutionary theory and his identity as a man of the
cloth,” she wrote to this reporter upon hearing of Fr. Leo’s death.

“TEY 31 S T TR Rl 3 98 U8 8 T qateqme 2t & Rigiel W smenia A
e 3R ve urfifer sufed & =0 & S9! ugu™ | B1S g e AT, I51 WieR o &Y
g & YHER R 39 ddiaarar o fora

“Along with Fr. Cecil Saldanha, these Jesuit botanists gave us a firm grounding in plant
science for which | am forever grateful.”

TR AR WITGTeT & WY, 7 SYSe aeid dqi-iel - g wic WIEH § Aoiqd YR
foar, e foe & gar sy g1

Reconciling these two identities came effortlessly to Fr. Leo, but he constantly encountered
raised eyebrows along the way.

S &Y UgA P! G WieR fordt & fow s o1, Afde1 I § 3¢ aiaR Smed ok e 1
HTHAT HRAT UST

“People stared at me the first time | entered the Max Planck Institute in Cologne,” he said in
an interview with this reporter a few months before he passed away.

e 7 Ugell IR S & Aaq Wb SWIeYe 71, O 6 43 R IR 3,7 I2A 3o g |
PO HelH Ugd 39 YdIGaldl ! 4T Ush HIEIhR | Pgll

“l thought they were staring at my brown skin, but it was my clerical collar.”

! A 3 TR 4 AT B W IR 9, Wb arid H o A UTg_Y DIk &l o4 g A1

So Fr. Leo was used to explaining himself.

ST Wi ot e &) THeH & g U

“A priest is not only to work in the church. His work must have a value for other people,
especially poor people,” he affirmed in the same interview.

“Tdh UTes] &1 BT Had Td db U 761 ¢ | STD B BT =g AN, faws? g @i &
fore wea g1 T1fey,” I S WeThR & Hal

When one of his colleagues in Germany asked him why he didn'’t stick to the altar and
pulpit, Fr. Leo replied: “Had Gregor Mendel [the Austrian monk who is often known as the
father of genetics] followed this principle, then the scientific world would have lost an
important scientist who discovered the basics of genetics and plant breeding.”

9 it & 3% Ue wgantt A I U % 3 Fraat Adt SR SUSR Ha ad & [ ifhd et
T§d, I BreR fordl A I o «afe IR ded [siRear W1y S SRR Smgafe &1 9 %
HET o1 8] 7 39 Rigid &1 e far gYar, O A= ShTd Ue T Hgeayul agT=ie &I @l
a1 R TgafRe iR wie ST Ft ga ard @ieii 1”
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New Al tool
helps identify
dinosaur
footprints
GSII:S&T |

Reuters

ootprints are among the most
F common kind of dinosaur fossils.

Sometimes scientists find a single,
lonely footprint. Sometimes they come
across a chaotic jumble of tracks
resembling a dance floor. But identifying
which dinosaur left which track has been
notoriously difficult.

Researchers have now developed a
method harnessing artificial intelligence
(AD) to assist in pinpointing the type of
dinosaur responsible for the tracks, based
on eight traits of a given footprint.

“This is important because it provides
an objective way to classify and compare
tracks, reducing reliance on subjective
human interpretation,” physicist Gregor
Hartmann of the Helmholtz-Zentrum
Berlin research centre in Germany, lead
author of the research published in the
journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences said.

The algorithm analysed 1.974

footprint silhouettes spanning
150 million vears, with the Al

discerning eight features that
explained variance in the shapes

Dinosaurs left behind numerous kinds
of fossilised remains, including bones,
teeth and claws, impressions of their skin,
faeces and vomit, undigested remains in
their stomach, eggshells and the
remnants of nests. But footprints often
are more abundant and can tell scientists
alot, including the type of environment a
dinosaur inhabited and, when other
tracks are present, the types of animals
that shared an ecosystem.

The new method was honed with an
analysis by the algorithm of 1,974
footprint silhouettes spanning 150 million
years of dinosaur history, with the Al
discerning eight features that explained
variance in the shapes of these tracks.

These features included: overall load
and shape, reflecting the foot’s ground
contact area; the position of loading; the
spread of the toes; how the toes attach to
the foot; heel position; the load from the
heel; the relative emphasis of toes versus
heel; and shape discrepancy between left
and right sides of the track.

Many of the footprints previously had
been identified as a specific kind of
dinosaur by experts. After the algorithm
identified the differentiation traits, the
experts charted how those corresponded
to the various kinds of dinosaurs believed
to have made the tracks in order to guide
identification of future tracks.

“The problem is that identifying who
made a fossilised footprint is inherently
uncertain,” Hartmann said. “The shape of
a track depends on many factors beyond
the animal itself, including what the
dinosaur was doing at the time, the
moisture and type of the substrate, how
the footprint was buried by sediment, and
how it was altered by erosion over
millions of years. As a result, the same
dinosaur can leave very different-looking
tracks,” Hartmann added.

One intriguing conclusion made by the
algorithm involved images it examined of
seven small, three-toed footprints about
210 million years old from South Africa. It
validated a prior assessment by scientists
that these closely resemble those of birds,
even though they are 60 million years
older than the earliest-known avian
fossils.

“This, of course, doesn’t prove they
were made by birds,” University of
Edinburgh palaeontologist and study
senior author Steve Brusatte said, which
he said perhaps were made by previously
unknown dinosaurs ancestral to birds or
by dinosaurs that merely had bird-like
feet. “So we have to find an explanation
for it,” he said.

dinosaur responsible for the tracks, based on eight traits of a

Medmarstt A 3@ iAw gigws (A1) smenfyd T faft fawmfid o1 8 S fea yeR @1
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New Al tool helps
identify dinosaur
footprints
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e Footprints are
among the most
common kind of
dinosaur fossils.
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e Sometimes
scientists find a single,
lonely footprint.
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e Sometimes they
come across a chaotic
jumble of tracks
resembling a dance
floor.
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e But identifying
which dinosaur left
which track has been
notoriously difficult.
AP HI-TT STARIR
P91 ISRIE Bl
TRIT, I UgaH-T BTt
COrE RG]

o Researchers have
now developed a
method harnessing

artificial intelligence (Al) to assist in pinpointing the type of
iven footprint.

e “This is important because it provides an objective way to classify and compare tracks,
reducing reliance on subjective human interpretation,” physicist Gregor Hartmann of the
Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin research centre in Germany, lead author of the research
published in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences said.
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Dinosaurs left behind numerous kinds of fossilised remains, including bones, teeth and
claws, impressions of their skin, faeces and vomit, undigested remains in their
stomach eggshells and the remnants of nests.

F3 UHR & a1y ARy sle, - gf¥ar, gia ok U, <=1 & A=, aa
3R I, Ue | srufira sy, oist & fvad ok wiual & s@y it 8

But footprints often are more abundant and can tell scientists a lot, including the type of
environment a dinosaur inhabited and, when other tracks are present, the types of
animals that shared an ecosystem.

A vefrg SRR 3ifire arn # fiad § ok afHe! &) 9gd $© 9d1d 8, O STaANIR frd
W%@Wﬁmmﬁmm@ﬁwﬁq-ﬁqﬁaﬂawamﬁ
GIE |

The new method was honed with an analysis by the algorithm of 1,974 footprint silhouettes
spanning 150 million years of dinosaur history, with the Al discerning eight features that
explained variance in the shapes of these tracks.

T2 fafd &1 STAIR & 150 faferat af & sfasra & 1,974 uefrg figue & teiiteffe
facivor @ faefa fear mar, Sad Al 3 3ire faRuare &1 ugar &) 5t 579 UeRigl & 3eR A

frrar ) gHE

These features included: overall load and shape, reflecting the foot’s ground contact
area; the position of loading; the spread of the toes; how the toes attach to the foot;
heel position; the load from the heel; the relative emphasis of toes versus heel; and
shape discrepancy between left and right sides of the track.

3 faRivarsii # e 2 $d YR 3R PR, St TR P THi9 | Wud &7 &) g2far §; YR &
feufer; IJnferal o1 rama; Sferdt 1 1R | Io19; TS 31 fRUfW; TSt & WR; Suferay s
Q@’rmm aﬁ?uaﬁl'a%ama'rqu&ﬁﬁ 3TPHR BT 3R |

Many of the footprints previously had been identified as a specific kind of dinosaur by
experts.

Ugd s UG U & UG [a=Y YhR & SRR & ¥U # fa=iugl gR1 &1 off gt 2|
After the algorithm identified the differentiation traits, the experts charted how those
corresponded to the various kinds of dinosaurs believed to have made the tracks in order
to guide identification of future tracks.

TAENREH GRT HgdRI [ON Pt UgdH & a6, [ = I8 g3 fos 4 i yorR &
STHARIRT | &3 A9 WId &, dlf Wiae & ugfug! @1 uga § Aeg fd I |

“The problem is that identifying who made a fossilised footprint is inherently uncertain,”
Hartmann said.

-JAT 7% ¢ % sard yefg feaa a-man, a8 wymaa: Sififda giar 8, 87687 A el
“The shape of a track depends on many factors beyond the animal itself, including what the
dinosaur was doing at the time, the moisture and type of the substrate, how the
footprint was buried by sediment, and how it was altered by erosion over millions of
years.

“YG g PI SMBR HId oiid IR g1 FHR g1 B, Sfeh 39 THT STIATER FIT B 8T
Tag Pt T 3R UPR, 0S¢ GRI USRIE BT T, 3R aral aut §f 3[uve gRI g
giads W off Rk FRar gl

As a result, the same dinosaur can leave very different-looking tracks,” Hartmann added.
Wwﬁmmmﬁ@%aﬁuﬁa@gm% BICH A Fgl|

One intriguing conclusion made by the algorithm involved images it examined of seven
small, three-toed footprints about 210 million years old from South Africa.

TANNGH GRT F&Ta1 1 Ueh Aadh 15hY gféior SnpteT A ey 210 firfer= af e g«
B, AH-3Tel aTdt vgfrgl ¥ Jaifdd ol

It validated a prior assessment by scientists that these closely resemble those of birds,
even though they are 60 million years older than the earliest-known avian fossils.

T IRDT & gd e $1 gfY 31 5 3 ufgrt & ughgl & 9ga fed-gad §, sefe 3
TR R 1d veh shareat @ 60 RArfers af siftrs R B

“This, of course, doesn’t prove they were made by birds,” University of Edinburgh
palaeontologist Steve Brusatte said, which he said perhaps were made by previously
unknown dinosaurs ancestral to birds or by dinosaurs that merely had bird-like feet.
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e “So we have to find an explanation for it,” he said.
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On gravity’s role in the earth’s
journey through space

Revisiting the significance of gravity as it keeps mankind grounded and enables earth’s rapid movement through space at 107,000 kilometres per

hour, emphasising the remarkable journey of life amidst the vast mysteries of the universe

Adhi wala

fresh year has just started, and
we are already a month old.
Year endings and startings are

always occasions to ponder.

Here in IIT Kanpur, where some of us
teach, the first week of January is always
hectic. A new semester just started,
students are back after winter breaks, and
people are rushing through foggy
mornings towards their classes.

As people meet on the way, we

~ invariably greet each other ‘Happy new

year’. However, if you belong to that
category of people, who have felt that last
year wasn't really that remarkable, let me
try to convince you otherwise. The secret,
as always, lies in the physics behind.

The discovery of gravity

As the common folklore states, Issac
Newton, about 400 years back,
discovered gravity while sitting beneath
an apple tree. That things attract each
other just because they have some weight
is quite extraordinary. And we see this
everyday — when we fall, we fall towards
the floor and not towards someone else
(unless, of course you are falling in love).
This is because, on earth, the heaviest
thing around us is the earth itself.

In fact all of us, animals, humans,
oceans and even our air is essentially
stuck to this massive piece of toffee-like
liquid filled rock which we call earth. All
life, our leaders, their wars, are
essentially the result of this cohabitation
— the result of gravity.

But then, when two things attract
because of gravity, it’s not necessary for
them to get stuck to each other. A thing
attracted to another may decide to just
revolve around it. In the language of
physics, we say this is when the

gravitational pull acts as the centripetal
force. Centripetal force is a force which
acts towards a centre.

Roller coaster

That pulling something towards you can
rotate it is not something unusual. For
instance, imagine you are tying a strong
rope to the seat of a kid riding a bicycle
and try to pull the cycle towards you. As
you pull, instead of the cycle coming
directly at you, it will make the cycle
circle around you. If you continue to do
so, the cycle may make a full turn. Here
your pull acts like a centripetal force. And
this is what the earth does to the moon
through gravitational pull. The moon is
attracted by the gravitational force of
earth, but it makes the moon revolve
around us. This very behaviour is
repeated by the earth and the sun.

The earth takes one whole year to
make a complete revolution around the
sun. Can you guess how much distance
the earth travels in that one year? It’s
about 1,000,000,000 kilometres. If one
travels from Delhi to Chennai - that’s
about 2,500 kms. And if one plans to
travel via car and drive it at a high speed
0f 100 km per hour (all the time, with no
breaks and no toll booth stops), it will
take approximately a day. Now imagine
travelling that same distance, 4,00,000
times. How much time would you take?
About 1,000 years.

Well, earth covers it in just 365 days,
that is one year. The earth moves at an
extraordinary speed of 1,07,000
kilometres per hour. No roller coaster can
ride you at such high speeds.

But who or what is fuelling the earth to
continue on this speed? After all, even to
maintain a car at 100kms/hr, one needs to
keep supplying it with oil (one of the
reasons why many countries are obsessed

with oil).

Friction and aether

The reason one needs to supply oil to our
car even to maintain it at some speed is
because the road has friction. If we just
leave the car on its own at some speed, it
will eventually come to a stand-still. This
friction is caused by the surroundings
which pushes back a bit to anything
which tries to move due to other forces.
For instance, a car may feel it from the
road, a bird by the air, a fish by the water
itisin.

But then what about earth? Are planets
or even the sun moving in some liquid?

This was a question which puzzled
scientists for a long time. While we now
know that the earth lies in vacuum —
which means essentially nothing — at
some point people thought that the earth
and all celestial objects are in an invisible
material called “aether”. Michelson and
Morley, two American scientists, did an
experiment 140 years back (in 1887) trying
to detect aether. The result is considered
one of the most famous “failed”
experiments: experiments which disprove
something it was designed to prove. They
showed that aether doesn’t exist.

The earth thus continues to move at
this extraordinary speed without anything
to resist it or slow it down. And as it does,
it continues to rotate around the sun.

The advent of space study

The study of planets, galaxies and the way
they form is called astrophysics. One of
the most celebrated Indian physicists
working in this area was Prof. Jayant
Narlikar who passed away last year. Apart
from being a researcher, he wrote many
science stories. He also became the
founding director of the Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics

On gravity’s role in the earth’s journey through space
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¢ Revisiting the significance of gravity as it keeps mankind grounded and enables earth’s

(IUCAA) in Pune, an institute dedicated to
astrophysics research in India and was
awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 2004
by the Government of India.

Apart from being a cosmologist who
came up with theories of how the
universe came along, he also did
experiments to disprove many of our
superstitions which arise from celestial
events. If you have a free weekend, and
want to learn more about astrophysics
and our everyday unscientific
superstitions, consider watching
“Brahmand” a TV series which was
written by Prof. Narlikar which ran in
Doordarshan between 1994-95. The
episodes are now available on the
YouTube channel of Doordarshan
National.

One may still wonder how did
scientists really disprove the existence of
aether? You may also wonder if we are
able to explain all the things we see in the
night sky — the stars, how they form, how
they die. Well, it turns out there are many
things we still don’t understand and if you
are interested to learn more, you will
need to learn physics, for example in an
institute like ours, where there are
undergraduate programmes in it.

Next time, on a serene morning, if you
are staring at a water pond, as birds chirp
next to you, wondering how calm
everything around you is, imagine for a
second how you are really on a
rollercoaster traveling in space at an
extraordinary speed.

And when this year ends; even if your
regular earthly life has been ordinary,
don’t forget to congratulate yourself, and
your fellow life forms on earth, on the
extraordinary space travel you all have
together completed.

Adhip Agarwala is an assistant professor
of physics at IIT Kanpur.

rapid movement through space at 1,07,000 kilometres per hour, emphasising the
remarkable journey of life amidst the vast mysteries of the universe
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New Year, Physics and Gravity

a7 94, Hifasl

e Afresh year has just started, and we are already a month old.

Tep 791 I8 [ &1 gobl ¢ SR 9 Uedl 81 U A WA e g ¢ |

e Year endings and beginnings are always occasions to ponder.
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o AtIIT Kanpur, the first week of January is always hectic with a new semester, students
returning, and foggy mornings.

TSI BTAYR | ST BT Ul TTg SHI AT JHUER, BT B aradt iR o 48t gael
P PR I | B

e People greet each other ‘Happy New Year’, but if last year felt not remarkable, physics can
explain otherwise.

T Ueb-gER ! Bult Y AR e €, AfepT afe; e o iy 7€} v, o et 52 arer
e T I Il B

Discovery of Gravity

e According to folklore, Isaac Newton discovered gravity about 400 years ago under an
apple tree.

gﬁjwm%wangﬁwqm%aﬂmmoaﬁmﬁa%ﬂs%ﬁmaﬁm
|

e Objects attract each other because they have weight, which is extraordinary.
THE Uh-gIR P! YR & PRI THT BT §, S TR B

o When we fall, we fall towards the earth, because the earth is the heaviest object around

%wﬁﬁ%aqwﬁmﬁﬁ?,mﬂ%q@mmﬁmummﬁl

¢ All humans, animals, oceans, and air are stuck to this massive rock called earth due to
gravity.

Tt 79, UY], HENITR SR a1 T aTdyul & HRU gt A1 fana ag = A IS gu e
o Life, leaders, and wars are also results of this cohabitation under gravity.

Sftam, = ok g ot earedu & e Tg-sif&ia o1 ufvona g
e Two objects attracted by gravity may revolve instead of sticking together.

TEATHYU ¥ ST & IgY Th-gax A Riuesa & aoira gu ot 3ot 71
e This happens when gravitational pull acts as centripetal force toward a centre.

Ig Td GBI § IId [EATHYUl T HEITHTE I Bt a8 $5 DI R BT Bl & |

Roller Coaster and Rotation

AR HIweX 3R guia

e Pulling something can make it rotate around you like centripetal force.
it avg B! WiTH | 98 FEIFUTE 96 B e 3MUP IRI 3R gH TPl ¢
o Example: pulling a bicycle tied with rope makes it circle around you instead of coming
straight.
IETERUT: TR ¥ deft g &l Wien R a8 WY S & I STUS TR SR g B
e This is how earth’s gravity makes the moon revolve around earth.
U UHR it BT TE@THuuT g5 &) gt & TR R FHIET 3|
e Similarly, earth revolves around the sun.
e gt Gd & IRY SR et 3
o Earth takes one year (365 days) to complete one revolution around the sun.
gt &1 g & IRI 3R T gab? o H b a9 (365 fa) ad B
e Earth travels about 1,000,000,000 kilometres in one year.
Tt U ay & @ 1,000,000,000 fratier o1 g8 09 ol 81
o Delhi to Chennai distance is about 2,500 km, which takes about one day at 100 km/h.
foeeht O 993 B g AU 2,500 fpe B, o 100 fpftraer 35t nifar & @ramT v feq avran B

e Travelling that distance 4,00,000 times would take about 1,000 years, but earth covers it in
365 days.
I g3 B 4,00,000 TR TT HI | M 1,000 T T, oo gedt 39 365 f1 & I
H B

e Earth moves at a speed of about 1,07,000 km per hour, faster than any roller coaster.
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e But what fuels the earth to maintain this speed, when even a car at 100 km/h needs
constant fuel?

QA Jedit BT T8 T T G B Sl DI &l &, aid 100 fHHireer $t R &) ff Tmar
e A1fgu?

Friction and Aether

ayor 3R S

o Friction is the reason a car needs oil even to maintain speed, otherwise it will eventually
come to a standstill.

Y07 & HRUT BR B T 91C 7@ & g Y 9a T1fee, s a8 siaa: v Smgt|

e Friction is caused by the surroundings pushing back against moving objects.
0T SATHYRT & ATATaR0T gRT Tad! aeg & 3o ufeiYy & SR g1 |

o A car feels friction from the road, a bird from the air, and a fish from the water.
PR P! T4 & |, Ul B gaT |, 3R A3l Bl U | TeqH &1 21

e Scientists once wondered whether earth and planets move in some liquid medium.
D! A e o1 fs 1 gt R g fpeft o wremw o gea €

e Although we now know the earth moves in vacuum (empty space), earlier people believed in
an invisible substance called “aether”.
BTaiifeh 3F gH S & fob gedt forafa (et =) & =rerdt 8, ug @it “$UR” e 3rewy
gard W fayr ad U1

e Michelson and Morley experiment (1887) tried to detect aether but proved that aether
does not exist.

AIEH AT 3R ATel BT YANT (1887) SR H1 UdT A & g o1, i 39 Tifaa forar i
SR 3T & T 8

e |t became one of the most famous “failed experiments” that disproved its own
hypothesis.

g I99 UG “3%d YA & | TP o1 o= 3ru-it 81 uReveu=1 &) e Iifad fHar|

e Thus, earth continues to move at extraordinary speed without resistance, revolving around
the sun.

29 YR gt f3n et ufoRily & sramerRor nifer & =rercht Teelt @ ok ¢ & aRY SR goet 31

The Advent of Space Study
3fafer srema &1

e The study of planets and galaxies is called astrophysics.
TeY 3R SMHIRAATSH FT 3 We HfAd! (Astrophysics) HEATA g |

e One of the most celebrated Indian physicists in this field was Prof. Jayant Narlikar, who
passed away last year.
39 &3 & URig YR Hifde axme! 3 W, s Ardiex 3, o e ad s g man

e He was the founding director of IUCAA Pune and received the Padma Vibhushan in 2004.
J IUCAA TUI & IRITUH =1 & 3R I 2004 H usT faagwor fiyam

¢ Apart from research, he wrote science stories and theories about the universe.
SFIHYT P SfdTal I/ Faq HUTE 3R Faris & Y1 i fora|

e He also conducted experiments to disprove superstitions related to celestial events.
I2i T gerei A It siefayray & wed qrfad w1 & wanT o fhul

e His TV series “Brahmand” (Doordarshan, 1994-95) explains astrophysics and superstitions;
episodes are available on YouTube (Doordarshan National).
I It I “SRIIS” (GRERI, 1994-95) WS Hfaa! 3R eIy qrendh 8; 39%
YIS gegd (gRaxi A%Md) )R SUds g |

e Scientists still try to understand stars, their formation and death, and many mysteries
remain unsolved.
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e To learn more, one must study physics, possibly in institutes offering undergraduate
programmes.
3R SHfY® T & e Wit BT Srea Maxas® g, YYad: WIad SRIHH ard I H|

¢ Next time, on a calm morning, remember that you are traveling in space at extraordinary
speed like a roller coaster.

3Tl IR T Yo § 16 XM [ 31T AR B P AT SRATYRT T I fafver F aram &

w®E

e Atthe end of the year, even if life felt ordinary, remember you completed extraordinary
space travel with all life on earth.

A & 3id , e Siia= QR o, a9 ot arg 39 {6 oo gedt & |t sitaq & iy
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1. | New species of dragonfly discovered in Kerala’s rubber plantations,
named Lyriothemis keralensis
HA & IS AT A SIS B1 3 USITid Pt @Iel, 9TH Lyriothemis

keralensis

2. | Don’t let poachers sneak through The Forest Department’s amnesty
scheme must not legitimise illegal wildlife possession

Rreial @ gues Aeaq 7 ¢ a9 fRUrT #1 Taad g sy a=aeitg
®oal DI Y ol a1 Tbelt

New species of dragonfly discovered in Kerala’s
rubber plantations, named Lyriothemis keralensis

The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

Researchers have disco-
vered a new species of dra-
gonfly from Kerala and
named it Lyriothemis kera-
lensis, recognising the
State’s exceptional biodi-
versity. The species was re-
corded from Varapetty
near Kothamangalam in
Ernakulam district, where
it inhabits vegetated pools
and irrigation canals with-
in shaded pineapple and
rubber plantations.

The study was conduct-
ed by Dattaprasad Sawant
of the Indian Foundation
for Butterflies, Bengaluru,
A. Vivek Chandran of the
Department of Wildlife
Science College of Fores-
try, Kerala Agricultural Un-

Researchers stressed the importance of careful land-use practices to
ensure the survival of the species. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

iversity, Renjith Jacob
Mathews of the Society for
Odonate Studies, Kerala,
and Krushnamegh Kunte
of the National Centre for
Biological Science, Benga-
luru. The findings have
been published in the In-

ternational Journal of
Odonatology.

According to Dr. Chan-
dran the newly described
dragonfly is seasonally visi-
ble only during the South-
west monsoon from later
May to the end of August.

During the remaining
months of the year, the
species is believed to per-
sist in its aquatic larval
stage, surviving in the net-
work of canals and pools
inside shaded plantation
landscapes.

He said Lyriothemis ker-
alensis is a small dragonfly
with distinct sexual dimor-
phism. The males are
bright blood-red with
black markings, making
them visually striking,
while the females are bul-
kier and yellow with black
markings.

Although the species
has been known to be
found in Kerala since 2013,
it had remained misidenti-
fied for over a decade as
Lyriothemis acigastra, a
species previously thought

to be restricted to north-
east India. The researchers
confirmed its distinct iden-
tity through detailed mi-
croscopic  examinations
and comparisons with mu-
seum specimens, which re-
vealed clear difference, in-
cluding a more slender
abdomen and distinctly
shaped anal appendages
and genitalia.

Dr. Chandran and other
researchers  highlighted
the conservation concerns,
nothing that most popula-
tion of the species occur
outside the protected area
network.

They stressed the im-
portance of careful land-
use practices, especially in
plantation-dominated
landscapes, to ensure the
survival of the species.

New species of dragonfly discovered in Kerala’s rubber plantations, named
Lyriothemis keralensis

A & IR AT W STAWIATS DI 5 USIIid S1 @i, 7T Lyriothemis

keralensis

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page49



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

New species of dragonfly discovered in Kerala and named Lyriothemis keralensis,
recognising the State’s exceptional biodiversity.
PRAH é{‘T:TCR_“Tr&F P Th :Fsc TSI P @Sl T Tl"aF % 3R 3@ Lyriothemis keralensis "TH faar
T g, O ITed P STYRYT Aq fafyear & gwiar g1
The species was recorded from Varapetty near Kothamangalam in Ernakulam district,
where it inhabits vegetated pools and irrigation canals within shaded pineapple and
rubber plantations.
T8 IS UG e § SISO & TR aRTUST QoS &1 718, S6] U8 DGR 3N
3R YR I & HieR a=afa god drerral SR RiErs a3t & o s 21
The study was conducted by Dattaprasad Sawant of the Indian Foundation for Butterflies,
Bengaluru, A. Vivek Chandran of the Department of Wildlife Science College of
Forestry, Kerala Agricultural University, Renjith Jacob Mathews of the Society for
Odonate Studies, Kerala, and Krushnamegh Kunte of the National Centre for Biological
Science, Bengaluru.
g g SAUHIG AIad (78T WSS HIR Sexwsy, §71d%), U. fad® gg (fsurche
AT TSR AR Blcol 1 BRI, Hd THbedRd JHaRic!), YTy wdhd A
(TTEET R STSHe W, IRd) 3R WY He (A IR BR Taioed J5d, STIS)
R b |
The findings have been publlshed in the International Journal of Odonatology.

[ ) AT - d TP NSFTCIars § YHIRd foar mar g1
Accordlng to Dr. Chandran, the newly described dragonfly, is seasonally visible only during
the Southwest monsoon from late May to the end of August.
Y. 95 $ 3R, TS TS STURIS Pad IAU-UFRW 99 & SR, 78 & 3id ¥ o d &
3 & A = @ g et B
During the remaining months of the year, the species is believed to persist in its aquatic
larval stage, surviving in the network of canals and pools inside shaded plantation
landscapes.
Iy & QY TEIH! § I8 Yolfd STefty arat srawt § o+ 38c § 3R BTIER anTH ufvesal &
iR 7GR SfR aTerTal & e H siifdd el o
He said Lyriothemis keralensis is a small dragonfly with distinct sexual dimorphism.
GT@?T Fel fo Lyriothemis keralensis U® B ?{‘FNFI'I? % forad oy KING fe=uan tI'I'sc
ST 1
The males are bright blood-red with black markings, making them visually striking, while
the females are bulkier and yellow with black markings.
P TR THBIA I9-ATd T F g § o W B1at F=1m= g €, Safes wreng oifire urdht
IR i 71 B Bt & e R w1t A= 1A €
Although the species has been known to be found in Kerala since 2013, it had remained
misidentified for over a decade as Lyriothemis acigastra, a species previously thought to
be restricted to northeast India.
BT I8 U 2013 |/ e § Ut 1 31 A, 7ifh 32 U o= & 3if¥es 9y 9 T1ad
UgdE & dgd Lyriothemis acigastra JHST SIIdl g, S ggal Tﬁ-ﬁﬂ' YR do AAd AT
SIGIRIN
The researchers confirmed its distinct identity through detailed microscopic examinations
and comparisons with museum specimens, which revealed clear differences, including a
more slender abdomen and distinctly shaped anal appendages and genitalia.
Meydmatsll 7 faga geaeit wiemn sk TUgTad Tl | a1 & TTEd I 3UB!T AT
UgaH & gfY BT, R eiftres uaar Iex auT fafiw smeR & taa TS iR =1 o
WY 3R I Y|
Conservation concerns were highlighted, noting that most populations of the species occur
outside the protected area network.
Rgror Hath fRiarsit o1 Yaifhd fosar w1, I8 Jard g fo 39 usifa &1 s Serd!
RfErd & Aead & qIER UTs STt |
They stressed the importance of careful land-use practices, especially in plantation-
dominated landscapes, to ensure the survival of the species.
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Dontt let poachers sneak through

The Forest Department’s amnesty scheme must not legitimise illegal wildlife possession

‘ STATE OF PLAY ‘

K.S. Sudhi
sudhi ks@thehindu.co.in

ildlife-related is-
wgues, particularly
incidents of wild

animals straying into human
habitations and causing loss of
life and property, often domi-
nate headlines in Kerala. This
time, however, the focus has
shifted to wildlife articles.

The State Forest Depart-
ment’s decision to offer a one-
time amnesty scheme for the
keepers of undeclared wildlife
articles has generated unusual
interest in the State, where
many people are believed to
possess such articles. Officials
say they have been receiving
applications from people who
want to declare inherited ani-
mal trophies and obtain ow-
nership certificates, or surren-
der them without any case
being registered.

The proposal, which the
Forest Department had been
pushing for some time, gained
particular significance follow-
ing a recent Kerala High Court
judgment that cancelled the
ownership certificates issued
for two sets of ivory and 13 ivo-
ry idols found in the illegal
possession of actor Mohanlal.

In fact, even before the
High Court order, the Forest
Department had got approval
for the proposal at a meeting
of the State Wildlife Advisory
Board held on June 18, 2025,
chaired by Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan. The proposal al-
lowed legal owners of wildlife
articles to surrender them to
the department. The proposal
has to be ratified by the Union
Ministry of Environment For-
est and Climate Change.

Section 40(2B) of the Wil-
dlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
notes that the keepers of wil-
dlife articles or trophies must

submit a declaration to the

Chief Wildlife Warden within
90 days of inheriting them.
This ensures that these arti-
cles are registered and not ille-
gally traded. However, accord-
ing to the Forest Department,
most people, due to igno-
rance, submit their applica-
tions after the legal deadline.
It adds that there also may be
many people who inherit tro-
phies but never declare them.
The amnesty scheme, it ar-
gues, offers such individuals
one final opportunity.

In Kerala, the statutory dea-
dline for declaring such arti-
cles expired on October 18,
2003. The Act also requires
the Forest Department to con-
duct an inquiry into the legali-
ty of possession before accept-
ing surrendered articles or
issuing ownership certificates.

A plain reading of the Act
makes it clear that only legally
owned or legally inherited wil-
dlife articles are eligible for de-
claration and certification. Ar-
ticles illegally acquired cannot
be legitimised merely by sur-
render. The crucial safeguard,
therefore, lies in the inquiry to
be conducted by the Chief Wil-
dlife Warden or an authorised
officer to determine whether
the possession is lawful.

In the case of Mr. Mohanlal,
ownership certificates were is-
sued for two sets of ivory and
several ivory idols that came
to light during an Income Tax
raid at his Kochi residence a
few years ago. These certifi-
cates were granted following

an inquiry by a forest official.
However, the articles were
neither inherited by the actor
nor derived from animals he
legally owned. The petitioners
who challenged the granting
of the certificates to him said
that the Forest Department
failed to conduct a proper in-
quiry and the notifications
were not published in the go-
vernment gazette.

While the Kerala High
Court did not delve into the is-
sue of the adequacy of the in-
quiry, the Bench comprising
Justices A. K. Jayasankaran
Nambiar and Jobin Sebastian
declared the orders issuing
the ownership certificates
void ab initio and legally unen-
forceable. The Bench also ob-
served that the State govern-
ment was free to issue “a fresh
notification for conferring the
immunity envisaged under
the statutory provision, to per-
sons or a class of persons en-
visaged under the statute.”

The government’s amnesty
initiative comes at a time
when celebrities, including
Union Minister and actor Su-
resh Gopi and rapper Vedan
(Hirandas Murali), are under
investigation for the alleged
possession of ornaments
made from wildlife articles.
While the government may
justifiably consider genuine
cases involving the surrender
of legally acquired wildlife ar-
ticles and protect such keep-
ers from prolonged litigation,
the amnesty must not become
a backdoor mechanism to leg-
itimise illegal possession. Wil-
dlife trophies obtained unlaw-
fully constitute a punishable
offence under the Act.

The government must also
ensure that legal safeguards
are not diluted, as was alleged
in the Mohanlal case, since
any such dilution would en-
courage wildlife crime and il-
legal trade, ultimately endan-
gering protected species.

Don’t let poachers sneak through The Forest Department’s amnesty scheme
must not legitimise illegal wildlife possession

Rrerial 1 gues e 7 3 a9 RIUnT #) T aie T 3y a=ueig oot 3t
Y Y §91 APl
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Wildlife-related issues, particularly wild animals straying into human habitations causing
loss of life and property, often dominate headlines in Kerala.

ol et ge, faRivex SiTelt SIFaR] &1 g aRaal § g9 3R SIF-9Td &7 Johd,
SR e H JRIAT ad B

This time, however, the focus has shifted to wildlife articles.

39 IR &I q-eig a&gsil W Hfed g T gl

The Kerala Forest Department’s one-time amnesty scheme for keepers of undeclared
wildlife articles has generated unusual interest.

?ﬁagﬁmaﬂw-mﬁmﬁﬁwﬁ%amﬁamﬁ%wﬁﬁwﬁ
|

Officials say they are receiving applications from people to declare inherited animal
trophies, obtaln ownership certificates, or surrender them without cases.

Fhﬂﬁwaﬁﬁﬁwaﬁ%ﬂﬁamﬁ Wi gHToTgd a ar fasm
maﬁﬁmm&wmﬁ?%ﬁaﬁa‘—rm@%

The proposal gained significance after a Kerala High Court judgment cancelled ownership
certificates for two sets of ivory and 13 ivory idols in actor Mohanlal’s illegal
possession.

Ig U1 $Ye 8T8 Did & fAvfa & a1e mgaygul gan, fod sifimar gig-rara & sy Heat o
e 77T <f grfieid Ae o 13 grfieia gfdat & warfira ywmors < fau e

Even before the order, the proposal was approved at the State Wildlife Advisory Board
meeting chaired by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

T 3R Y U Bl 18 T 2025 &I T IUoi1g AATGPR 9IS Bl 98P, e sregern
qEE! fU=RTS fasrad = 1, # vara Wied gan ol

The proposal allows legal owners to surrender wildlife articles to the department.

Ig URATd Y AT o1 a=geita axg fAumT &t Hiu &t srafa Sar g

It must be ratified by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
U HE YaiaRul, 99 U9 Saarg ufkad Gaad gRI e—aﬁﬁa%mawwaw%
Section 40(2B) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 requires keepers of wildlife articles
or trophies to declare them within 90 days of inheritance to the Chief Wildlife Warden.
ToiTg IAR&T fUH, 1972 B YRT 40(2B) & IR TUSIG a¥g T SIBI & YRD| Bl
faRTa o & 90 foAT & WiaR g a=asita TRe &1 =ivon 30 gt 21

This ensures articles are registered and not illegally traded.

Y T Ushipd &%'\' Y ATIR &) g

However, most people submit applications after the legal deadline due to ignorance.
AP ST S BROT UG TN ST T7T ST a1G 3Mde B 2

There may also be people who inherit trophies but never declare them.

T 7 2 €1 Ihdl € o ST faRToa o dd € W it oty 1) |

The amnesty scheme offers one final opportunity to such individuals.

HTET grer=T T dRT Y Sifas sraw aeft

In Kerala, the statutory deadline for declaring such articles expired on October 18, 2003.

R T U a3l P GIouT B ST GH ST 18 LR 2003 DI JA 1 15

The Act requires the Forest Department to conduct an inquiry into legality of possession
before accepting surrender or issuing ownership certificates.

STAFTH & SR o fAUTT ST FHUY WHR A A1 W FHTOT FR} H3A I ugd
AT B o B Bl B

Legal interpretation and safeguards

B ARSI 3R GR&T yraeT=

A plain reading of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 makes it clear that only legally owned
or legally inherited wildlife articles are eligible for declaration and certification.

Tgoita AR&0T SfUFTAH, 1972 1 A 30T WY 1 ¢ b Had I U A Wi
7 favrIa o uTe a=geila 9 &1 9o SR WHIUH & oy U B
Articles illegally acquired cannot be legitimised by surrender.

JAY FY F YT I3 B TUYr A A4 T g1 A1 qHar|
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e The key safeguard is the inquiry by the Chief Wildlife Warden or authorised officer to
verify lawful possession.
H@ﬁ?é&gﬂ?ug@mvﬂamwmaﬁmmmm% o8 ST Wi
PR |

The Mohanlal case

Hgard HTHET

o Ownership certificates were issued for two sets of ivory and several ivory idols discovered
during an Income Tax raid at Mohanlal’s Kochi residence.

Higard & i fanT 1R e 81 & fia qf grefieia Je ok 33 arfieia giidal & fou
e JHTOTOE SRY faby 1T 3|
e These certificates were granted after an inquiry by a forest official.
Y YHIUIGA 91 SHTUBTRY BT & & 16 U T 3|
e However, the articles were neither inherited nor derived from legally owned animals.
A 3 I8 A @t Favraa A freft off 8iR 71 € B =0 [ warfire aral SHaRt | e o |

e Petitioners argued the Forest Department failed to conduct a proper inquiry and
notifications were not published in the government gazette.

3 o1 fob a1 faumT A Ifa st 781 B 3R IRPRY Uz | SiftRgan
UHTRIT T8l 55
o The Kerala High Court Bench (Justices A. K. Jayasankaran Nambiar and Jobin
Sebastian) declared the ownership certificates void ab initio and legally unenforceable.

aﬂasﬁaﬁéaﬁtﬂa(wq&hﬁ?maimwmaﬁwhﬁqﬁmﬁw&m
AU &1 TRY | g1 R 3R ST U A SEg v fosar|

e The Court said the State government may issue a fresh notification granting immunity
under the statutory provision.

3fSTAd A FE fob Iy IRPR AUTS Urae= & agd ufaren 37 & g 78 siftrgaan st
PR qHdl 2|

Amnesty scheme and concerns

HTEY ArorT 3R fRamd

e The government’s amnesty comes amid investigations against Union Minister and actor
Suresh Gopi and rapper Vedan (Hirandas Murali) for alleged possession of ornaments
made from wildlife articles.

WBR B! AT JIoHT TH T 3118 ¢ od barg Wl 9 fiar Ju=r dt ofk YR d
(R¥Er qRefh) R aaoia aegaif ¥ g9 STYWUT I@A & RIUT Bl S = &t 7

o The government may consider genuine cases involving legally acquired wildlife articles,

protecting keepers from prolonged litigation.

WHR BT U T YT g-Uoig a3 a1l IRAfdD A IR IR B Ghell § 3R YR
B dal BT ufshar  g91 bl 8|

¢ However, the amnesty must not become a backdoor to legitimise illegal possession.
A= ATHT TS A [T D1 dY I DT ATHH 8] I9-1 AT

o lllegal wildlife trophies constitute a punishable offence under the Act.
SAY geig erwt ifufran & dgd <y SRy §1

e The government must ensure legal safeguards are not diluted, as any dilution may
encourage wildlife crime and illegal trade, threatening protected species.

WHR P! JAYT AT LY o ST T IUTY FHSNR 7 &, Fiifs 11 81 F a=aeitg
SRTY 3R Y ATIR TSI 3R Tfera yomferar wav d uft|
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